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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Friday  21 April 2017  
at Old Mill Hall, Grove . 

 
Present:  Cllr J M Stock (Chairman)   Cllr K Jones 
   Cllr W R Ackers (Vice Chairman) Cllr J E Nunn-Price 
   Cllr G Chown    Cllr D Parry 
   Cllr W Evans    Cllr F D Parnell 

Cllr L Foster-Hill    Cllr R Pollock 
Cllr E Green    Cllr D Rolfe 
Cllr A P Harker    Cllr I Weeden 
 

In attendance: County Cllr Z Patrick, County and District Cllr J Hannaby, District Cllr B Mabbett. 
Mr Peter Harbour (Chairman of the Wantage Independent Advice Centre) and Mrs 
Pamela Roscoe (Manager of the Wantage Independent Advice Centre) and 10 
members of the public 

 
Clerk:   Mr G M Mundy 
 

The Chairman welcomed those attending the parish meeting. 
 
1 Apologies for absence 

 
 Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Councillors S K Dexter and T Fraser. 

Apologies had also been received from District Cllrs C McCarthy and J Reynolds. 
 

2 Report of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Friday 22 April 201 6 
 

 It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

 “that the minutes be signed as a true record of the  meeting.” 
 

3 Presentation by the Wantage Independent Advice Cent re (WIAC) 
 

 The Chairman welcomed and introduced Peter Harbour and Pamela Roscoe and invited them to 
give their presentation to the Annual Parish Meeting. 
 

 Following the presentation, the Chairman thanked Peter Harbour and Pamela Roscoe for their 
presentation. 
 

4 Questions regarding item 3 only  
 

(a) Cllr Rolfe asked about accessibility to services? 
 

 Pamela Roscoe replied and said that generally members of the public are happy with the opening 
hours and that the centre is catching the majority of enquiries. 
  

 Peter Harbour added that the centre if it could, would offer a 24 hrs a day service. 
 

5 County and District Councillor’s report  
 

 County Councillor report – County Councillor Zoe Patrick gave a verbal report.  A written version is 
attached at Appendix 2. 
 

 County Councillor report – County Councillor Jenny Hannaby gave a verbal report.  No written 
report is available. 
 

 District Councillor report – District Councillor Ben Mabbett gave a verbal report.  No written report 
is available. 
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 District Councillor report – District Councillor Jenny Hannaby gave a verbal report.  No written report 
is available. 
 

6 Committee Chairmen’s reports 
 

 Environmental Services Committee – Cllr Nunn-Price read out her report as per the attached 
appendix 3. 
 

 Planning Committee – Cllr Evans read out his report as per the attached appendix 4. 
 

 Leisure and Recreation Committee – Cllr Green read out the report prepared by the Committee 
Chairman and is attached at appendix 5. 
 

7 Council Chairman’s report 
 

 Cllr J M Stock read out her report as per the attached appendix 6. 
 

8 Questions relating to items 3 – 5 only 
 

(a) Mrs Claire Parry raised the issue of rubbish being strewn over open space land in the area of 
Ashdown Way and Tubbs Close.  She said that this has been going on for years.  She added that 
she has met with two District Council officers in the past but nothing seems to be done. 
 

 District Cllr Hannaby responded and said that she look into this complaint with District Council 
officers. 
 

 There being no further questions, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the 
meeting. 
  

 
 
The meeting closed at 8.39pm 
 
 
 
 
Confirmed: 20 April 2018 

 ______________________ 
Chairman 
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Appendix 1 
 

GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
21 April 2017 

 
 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT  
 
 

 
 

 
INCOME 

2016/2017 
(Actual) 

 
EXPENDITURE 

2016/2017 
(Actual) 

 
BUDGET 

2017/2018 
Income 

(Forecast) 

 
BUDGET 

2017/2018 
Expenditure 
(Forecast) 

 £ £ £ £ 
 
Environmental Services 
 

 
4,358 

 
18,640 

 

 
5,000 

 
17,775 

 
Leisure and Recreation 
 

 
3,966 

 
57,477 

(27,500)* 
 

 
4,150 

 
34,430 

 
Finance and General Purposes 
 

 
82,404 

 (42,094)*** 

 
271,015 

(55,692)** 
 

 
38,535 

 
233,460 

 
Precept 
(CTRS Grant) 

 
224,744 
(4,910) 

 

  
235,379 
(2,601) 

 

 

 
Opening bank balance 
 

 
254,975 

  
224,639 

 

 
Closing bank balance  
 

  
224,639 

  
224,639 

 
TOTALS 

 

 
£575,357*** 

 
£571,771*/** 

 
£510,304 

 
£510,304 

 
• * (monies from general reserves) 
• ** (expenditure of s106 monies) 
• *** (income of s106 monies)  

 
Loans Per Annum 

2016/2017 
  £ 
 Old Mill Hall  
 Loan @ 9.5% repayable 1 November 2017 2,531.30 
 Balance as at 19 April 2016 5,062.60 

 
 
 

19 April 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 – 1  
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Appendix 2 
 
COUNTY COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT TO THE ANNUAL PARISH C OUNCIL 2017 

 
This year, I have been back to my usual council duties as your representative for Grove and Wantage, but 
it has been a real honour to have taken on the role of Vice Chairman of the County Council during this last 
year.  This has meant that as well as supporting the Chairman at County Council meetings, I have been out 
and about the county doing many duties on his behalf when I can.  Several of these duties have included 
supporting events of the Armed Forces, but I was particularly delighted to have opened the A338 Wantage 
Road bridge after the Network Rail electrification works had been completed last July.  As many residents 
will recall, this was a controversial issue when the original plan to close this busy road for 6 months was 
avoided when it was agreed with the County Council that the new bridge would be built alongside the old 
one which was eventually demolished.  I must admit I have had a lot of good feedback from residents about 
the new bridge since it has been built, so this was an excellent outcome for us all. 
 
As I reported last year, a stay of execution was given to our local Children’s Centre in Grove and Wantage 
to enable community solutions to take place where possible.  I am pleased to say that I have chaired our 
local steering group with St. John’s Parish Church where we have been working with many volunteers to 
find a solution.  We put in a bid to the County Council’s £1M Transition Fund and were given an interim 
payment of £10,000.  We were also fortunate in winning a successful bid from Wantage Town Council, who 
have very generously promised us £10,000 over the next 3 years. 
  
I have now handed over the Chairmanship of this group over to the PCC (Parish Church Council) who will 
continue running services for mums and babies in the area both at The Beacon in Wantage and at St. John’s 
Parish rooms in Grove.  We are also seeking more funding to ensure this group continues in the future, as 
it is much valued, especially with more houses planned for the area.  The long-term aim will be that this 
group will come under management of the Vale Academy Trust when it begins building the new Grove C of 
E Academy in Grove. 
   
I am sure that many of you will be aware that the bid to the Department for Education to build this new 
school for Grove to cover ages 2-16 has been successful.  I must say I was delighted to hear this news, 
after campaigning for Grove to have its own secondary school in its own right for many years as it has 
always been a problem for as long as I can remember that schoolchildren have to travel into Wantage (a 
near 3-mile journey for some) to go to secondary school.  This should provide a seamless education right 
from nursery through to 16. 
 
Regarding the cuts to bus subsidies which went ahead last year, I have been working hard with officers and 
the bus companies to see if we could keep some of our valuable routes going.  Since the 38 Town Service 
has gone, I believe that Thames Travel tried to incorporate some of the routes into their services to 
Didcot/Harwell, but this has been difficult, because their services do not cover Grove.  This means that 
although we still have a regular service to Oxford with the Stagecoach X30 and the 31 which also covers 
Abingdon, to go to Didcot or Harwell, residents have to change buses in Wantage.  This has been creating 
problems with Wantage Town Council complaining about too many buses in the Market Place.  On the other 
hand, the local town service around Charlton and Stockham has been discontinued.  So, the dilemma for 
the bus companies is how to make their services commercially viable whilst trying to keep their regular loyal 
customers.  There has been a recent consultation undertaken with Stagecoach re-routing the X30 or 31 
services, but I haven’t yet heard the outcome of this.  I did meet the manager of Stagecoach to ask him to 
extend the consultation period until the end of March which they did thankfully.  Early signs (though not 
official) is that the route may not change.  I am still waiting the official results of the survey. 
 
Last year, I did report that there was a consultation regarding one unitary council for the whole of 
Oxfordshire.  As far as I am aware at the current time, the South and Vale district councils have now agreed 
on this proposal renaming it ‘A Better Oxfordshire’ and I understand this re-organisation bid is currently with 
the government.  With a General Election now called for in June, it is unlikely any decision will be taken for 
some time after that.  I am sure that district councillors present here may wish to say more about this. 
 
We have had some success with road resurfacing in the area (for example the recurrent potholes on the 
Denchworth Road by the Bay Tree), but for most people the biggest problem is that potholes are not fixed, 
or left too long or once fixed, they come back.  I am always told that the best way to report anything like this 
is to the Oxfordshire County website page ‘Fix My Street’.  This way, you are able to track dates of repairs 
and see others who may have reported it, as well as learning the current status of repair. 
 

2 - 1 
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Finally, just to update you that the County Council’s Health Scrutiny Committee did write a letter to the 
Secretary of State for Health Jeremy Hunt regarding the lack of funding for GP surgeries in the area.  This 
included both Wantage & Grove Health Centre at Mably Way and Faringdon.  Of the £50 Million bid for 
Oxfordshire, only £2 Million was allocated and none of it came here.  There will be another bidding round 
next year which we hope will be successful. 
 
I am sure that there may be something I have missed, so please feel free to ask any questions.  As you 
know, I usually hold my surgeries in Grove Library one Saturday a month, but I have none planned at the 
moment because there are County Council elections on 4th May and obviously, we don’t know the outcome.  
However, what I would like to say is that Grove Library has been one of the first in the County to have been 
given open access (meaning you can access the library out of hours) at all times.  If you feel you would like 
to take advantage of this service, then please see library staff and I am sure they will help. 
 
May I just say that it has been a real pleasure serving you as County Councillor for Grove for 16 years now, 
and depending on the wishes of the electorate may or may not be here to continue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Zoé Patrick 
County Councillor for Grove and Wantage 
 
 
 

2 – 2  
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Appendix 3 
 
Environmental Services committee report by Councill or J E Nunn-Price 
 
My thanks to the Clerk and all the Council staff for their hard work during the year, and to all the members 
of the Environmental Services Committee for their support.  The net 2016/17 budget for Environmental 
Services was £15,145.  Highlights were: 
 
Letcombe Brook Project: 
We continue to support the work of the Letcombe Brook Project Officer and allocate £7000 a year to this.  
Our current project officer, Sally Wallington, is leaving the post this year and I would like to put on record 
our grateful thanks to Sally for all the work she has done in Grove, especially with school children, 
maintaining the health of the Letcombe Brook.  We wish Sally a happy retirement in Devon and look forward 
to working with her successor. 
 
New village entrance signs: 
The first three of the new green village entrance signs were installed:   

• Northern side of the new A338 road bridge 
• On Parish verge outside Grove Cemetery 
• On County verge along Grove Park Drive 

Two more signs will be installed at the Grove/Wantage boundary after the boundary review.  The old ‘Grove 
welcomes careful drivers’ signs are being removed as some were getting very tatty. 
 
Cemetery Regulations: 
A small working group of the committee has revised the cemetery regulations to bring them up to date and 
written more in plain English, taking the opportunity to clarify some of the rules about, for example, multiple 
burials and ashes.  This work will be completed in the next council year.  Thank you to Claire Parry for 
joining the working group as a volunteer, giving us the benefit of her experience working in the council 
offices, especially cemetery management. 
 
Footpaths: 
We continue to monitor Grove footpaths and took a decision to seek a further TOE grant to replace broken 
stiles with kissing gates on three further routes through Grove.  Routes to be carried out in order of priority 
are: route 1 (north towards the Hanneys), route 3 (south east towards Charlton) and route 4 (south west 
along the canal towards East Challow). 
 
Wild flowers in verges: 
We had a presentation from Jacky Mattam on wildflowers in roadside verges and timing the grass cutting to 
allow the wild flowers to grow.  We have allocated £300 from the committee budget towards crocus bulbs 
for Jacky and her volunteers to plant in the verges next autumn. 
 
New signs to shops in Grove: 
We have been allocated £1000 from the Joint Economic Forum towards the new signs to shops in Grove.  : 
• Village Green – direction of Millbrook Square shops 
• The Aeroplane – direction of Savile Way shops 
• Junction of Newlands Drive/Recreation Lane direction Savile Way shops 
• Junction of Oxford Lane/A338 direction Millbrook Square shops 
We have also undertaken a review of all traffic directional signage in Grove (thanks to Cllrs Dave Parry and 
Terry Fraser) and have asked Grove Business Park to part fund new signs.  This project is ongoing. 
 
The net budget for the Environmental Services committee for 2017/18 was set at £12,775. 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr J E Nunn-Price 
Committee Chairman 
 

3 – 1  
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Appendix 4 
 
Planning committee report by Councillor W Evans 
 
There have been 32 planning applications received and discussed this year. Nearly all were household 
applications for extensions to existing properties 
 
Of those 21 have been granted 
3 were withdrawn  
2 were refused 
the other 6 are awaiting decisions 
 
Large application for proposed new development at:  
 
Land west of Station Road 
 
Plus: 
New care home on Grove Road 
New buildings at Grove Technology Park 
 
Applications & Decisions: 
 

1)  P16/V1038/HH 23 St Johns Road 
 

Granted 
 

2)  P16/V0941/FUL Land off Cow Lane (Part of Bradfield Grove 
Farm) Grove 
 

Granted 
 

3)  P16/V1066/HH 22 Oxford Lane  
 

Granted 
 

4)  P16/V1745/HH 2 Mandhill Close  
 

Withdrawn 
 

5)  P16/V1678/FUL 22 Blenheim Gardens  
 

Granted 

6)  P16/V1597/HH Minster Barn Bradfield Grove Farm  
 

Granted 
 

7)  P16/V1721/FUL Grove Business Park Downsview Road East 
Challow 
 

Granted 
 

8)  P16/V1886/FUL Land adjacent to Bridgeside and Farbeld 
House, Station Road, Grove  
 

Refused 
 

9)  P16/V2117/HH 7 Mandhill Close 
 

Granted 
 

10)  P16/V2620/HH 32 Glebe Gardens 
 

Granted 
 

11)  P17/V0042/FUL 
 
 

Caldecote, Grove Bridge (A338) Granted 
 

12)  P17/V0059/HH 1 Linden Crescent, Grove, OX12 7NB 
 

Granted 
 

13)  P17/V0432/FUL 
 
 

Bradfield Grove Farm, Station Road 
 

Refused 
 

14)  P17/V0363/HH 20 Collinsmith Drive 
 

Withdrawn 
 

15)  P17/V0780/FUL 
 
 

14 Wick Green Granted 
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16)  P17/V0686/O 160 Dwellings on land west of Station Road 
 

Outline granted 
 

17)  P17/V0022/HH 10 Vicarage Close Granted 
 

18)  P16/V2839/LB Grove House, Station Road Granted 
 

19)  P17/V0274/LB Grove House, Station Road Granted 
 

20)  P16/V2299/HH 2 Shannon Close Granted 
 

21)  P16/V1687/HH 18 Boucher Close Granted 
 

22)  P16/V2062/HH 8 Broadmarsh Close Granted 
 

23)  P16/V1745/HH 2 Mandhill Close Withdrawn 
 

24)  P16/V0527/O The Bungalow, Townsend Outline granted 
 

25)  P16/V0800/HH 5 Sims Gardens Granted 
 

26)  P16/V0691/HH 15 Brunel Crescent Granted 
 

27)  P17/V0444/HH 57 Blenheim Gardens 
 

Awaiting 

28)  P17/V0723/FUL Tulwick Barn, Tulwick Lane 
 

Awaiting 
 

29)  P17/V0738/HH 30 Oxford Lane  
 

Awaiting 
 

30)  P17/V0686/O 160 Dwellings on land west of Station Road-
discharge of planning condition  
 

Awaiting 

31) P17/V0886/FUL 
 

Williams Grand Prix Holdings Ltd Awaiting 
 

32) P17/V0813/FUL Land at Grove Road, 70 bed care home Awaiting 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr W Evans 
Committee Chairman 
 
 

4 – 1 
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Appendix 5 
 
Leisure and Recreation committee report by Parish C ouncillor S K Dexter 
 
Report of the Leisure and Recreation Committee for the year ended 31 March 2017 to the Annual Parish 
Meeting.  I am sorry not to be with you this evening but I am attending a golden wedding celebration in 
Scotland. 
 
The committee met on eight occasions during the year.  In addition, there were four meetings of the 
Recreation Ground Users committee (meetings with the users of the Recreation ground).  We are also 
invited to attend the quarterly meetings of the Millbridge Allotments Association. 
 
Business involving the usage of the recreation ground and trees was routine.  As well as ROSPA who 
inspect the play areas under Parish Council responsibility on a quarterly basis, a Parish Councillor makes 
a basic inspection every week to ensure that there are no health and safety issues and that the Mary Green 
and Westbrook sites are clean and tidy. 
 
As reported last year, the Clerk obtained money from the Vale of White Horse District Council called section 
106 monies relating to developments in the area which would be used to improve the drainage of the 
Recreation Ground particularly that part immediately in front of the rugby clubhouse.  This work was carried 
out although remedial work has been carried out.  We hope that fair weather will allow this to be reseeded 
and grassed over in time for the Extravaganza in June. 
 
In addition, we have received further section 106 monies on behalf of Grove Challengers and Grove Rugby 
Club which we have paid to them once the relevant work had been carried out.  The Parish received further 
monies to improve the basketball court opposite the aeroplane.  However, as this land may be used in the 
airfield development works the Council has not spent this money and we are seeking permission to use it 
elsewhere in the village for similar use. 
 
The Vale of White Horse District Council gave us the 12-months relevant notice that the Mably Way pitches 
would no longer be available as they are on the site of the proposed new Leisure Centre.  However, the 
pitches may well be available until such time as building starts. 
 
The Recreation ground was kept in good condition.  Congratulations and thanks to all our ground staff for 
their efforts and to the clubs for not abusing the guidance issued by the Clerk on whether the pitches, 
especially the training pitch, were playable. 
 
We have had two incursions by travellers who camped illegally on Parish Council land.  Neither stay was 
lengthy due to swift action by the authorities.  However, it cost the Council some £4,500 to clean the sites 
after their stay. 
 
The chairman will update us on the Airfield and other developments in a few minutes but there continues to 
be uncertainty of when, or is it, if, the new football pitches will be made available on the Airfield site.  The 
developers and the Vale have been told that pitches need to be laid for at least two years before they are 
suitable for playing.  This has an impact on the use and development of activities on the Recreation Ground. 
 
The clubs have changed their post code so that satellite navigation systems will hopefully direct traffic 
around Denchworth Road.  Clubs have also been telling their visitors how to get to the clubhouse.  Sign 
posts have been put up signs at the top of Cane Lane stating that there is no access to the Recreation 
Ground.  None the less we still get complaints about parking in Cane Lane but there is little more that can 
be done. 
 
May I remind you that our meetings are open to the public and our minutes are available on the notice 
boards and on the Council’s website. 
 
Finally, thank you to my committee and the Clerk and other members of staff for their support throughout 
the year and making the chairman’s job so easy and rewarding. 
 
Cllr S K Dexter 
Committee Chairman 
 
 

5 – 1 
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Appendix 6 
 
Chairman’s report to the Annual Parish Meeting   
 
This year we have been very busy but as you can see this did not include the airfield.  Most of the fields 
which will be covered in houses, schools etc are currently covered in bright yellow Rape Seed plants. At a 
recent meeting with the district planning department we asked if the time limit for the planning application 
had expired but we have been told that as the developers have not yet completed all of the conditions on 
the plans the full application has not been passed so there is no time limit so it could be a while yet before 
any work starts on the airfield. 
 
As you know Monks Farm (now called Grove Meadow by the developers) has been started.  Anthony and I 
had a meeting with the construction manager to discuss the highways within the site.  This was about 3 
weeks ago and we were told that 12 houses had already been sold.  We are due to have another meeting 
with the construction manager in about 5-weeks’ time.  As you will have seen the entrance road to the site 
has been completed and it is lovely and wide.  
 
Meetings are also going on with the Crab Hill Developers which include not only the developers but members 
of the district council housing department, county council highways, Wantage Town Council and Grove 
Parish Council.  These meetings are to discuss the progress made on the plans before they are presented 
to the Vale Planning Committee.  As you know this development starts on the Mably Way roundabout, goes 
behind Charlton and comes out on the A417 opposite the Ardington turn.  
 
Discussions have also been held with developers for a new care home which is to be situated on the A338 
opposite MacDiarmid’s.  The plans consist of a 70-bed care home and 50-bed extra care home. Some of 
you may have attended the display of the plans in the Beacon.  These plans have now been received by 
the Parish for their comments before they go to the Vale planning committee. 
 
Part 1 of the local plans has been passed and the second part have now been published.  This shows 
another development of 300+ houses situated between the Airfield and Monks Farm.  The Northern Link 
Road will pass through this development to enable the road which goes through Monks Farm to join up with 
the road that goes through the airfield.  Frank and I went to the district council offices last week to discuss 
the local plan part 2 to talk about the plans and give our opinion of what should also be included in the plan.  
The Local Plan part 2 is on the Vale website and is open to consultation until 4th May so put your views 
forward. 
 
The opening of the railway station is growing in momentum.  MP’s have put their views forward and this is 
helping to get this moving.  On the Local Plan part 2, the station has been moved and is situated near the 
cemetery and not at the railway bridge where the original station was placed.  This can also be viewed on 
the Local Plan part 2. 
 
Before I sit down I must say a few thanks.  
 
Firstly, a very big thank you to the Lions club who have had a defibrillator installed at the Co-op.  It has taken 
them some time to raise the money for this and they are currently arranging training sessions for anyone 
who wants to find out how to use the machine. 
 
I also have to thank all of the county, district and parish councillors for all the work they done over the past 
year, the Parish Council office staff, Graham. Emma and Angie who have kept the Parish Council going in 
the last year and all of our groundsmen who have worked hard to keep the trees, recreation ground and 
green areas within the village looking tidy and well cared for and lastly, I must thank Chris Osland who has 
done the Audio for us tonight. 
 
 

 
Cllr J M Stock 
Parish Council Chairman 
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