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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 
ALLOTMENT TENANCY AGREEMENT  

 
DEFINITIONS 
 
Grove Parish Council shall hereinafter be referred to as the “Council”; 
 
An individual resident who lives within the Council’s Administrative Area (as defined by the 
Boundary Commission for England), or other approved person, who undertakes a lease on an 
Allotment Garden shall hereinafter be referred to as the “Tenant”. 
 
The tenancy period shall run from 29th September to 28th September the following year. 
 
Allotment Gardens are normally whole plots (10 poles or 300 square yards or 250 square metres 
or one sixteenth of an acre) or half plots, the latter being designated by the letter “a” or “b” after the 
corresponding whole plot number. 
 
AGREEMENT 
 
This Agreement is made the [DATE]  between the Council and 
 
[Tenant’s Name and Address] 
 
 by which it is agreed that: - 
 
1. The Council shall let to the Tenant for him/her to hold as tenant from year to year the Allotment 

Gardens (being part of the allotments provided by the Council) and numbered [plot ***] [ same 
agreement for all allotments wherever situated now and in the future] in the Council’s 
allotment register. 

 
2. The Tenant shall pay a yearly rent as set by the Council from time to time.  Each payment is to 

be made on or before the 29th day of September in each year after the commencement of the 
tenancy to the Clerk of the Council for the following year’s tenancy.  No access to the allotments 
can be taken until the first payment has been made. 

 
3. The Tenant shall reside within the Parish of Grove during the continuance of the tenancy.  

Should this condition be breached this agreement will automatically be terminated three months 
after the tenant leaves the area.  The Council may, upon the Tenant’s written application, allow 
the tenancy to continue for a specified period if it considers there are extenuating circumstances 
surrounding the breach.  Each case shall be considered on its own merits. 

 
4. The Tenant shall during the tenancy carry out the following obligations: - 

 
a) keep the Allotment Garden in a clean, decent and good condition and properly cultivated. 

 
 b) (for all new tenants from the date of implementation of this agreement) pay to the Parish 

Council a bond (to be agreed) prior to taking up their allocated allotment.  The bond will be 
held by the Parish Council as security for ensuring the allocated allotment plot is returned 
to the Parish Council on termination in a clean and tidy state.  The Parish Clerk is to 
inspect all plots prior to and upon termination of allocation and record their state of tidiness. 

 
c) not cause nuisance or annoyance, including to any tenant of any other part of the 

allotments.  
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d) not keep livestock or poultry of any kind upon the Allotment Garden, except insofar as 
section 12 of the Allotments Act 1950 allows. 

 
e) not allow or keep a dog in the area of the allotments. 
 
f) not erect a building more than a maximum size of 5 ft x 4 ft x 6 ft on the Allotment Garden 

without first obtaining written permission from the Council.  If the Tenant erects a structure 
without written consent, said structure may be removed by the Council and the Tenant 
charged for its removal. 

 
g) not fence the Allotment Garden without first obtaining written permission from the Council.  

No fences or other boundary markers shall be allowed over 1.5 metres high.  
 

h) not without first obtaining the written consent of the Council cut, lop or fell any tree growing 
on the Allotment Garden except in order to comply with clause 4 (l). 

 
i) cultivate the Allotment Garden for, and shall only use it for, the production of fruit, 

vegetables and flowers for domestic use by the Tenant and his/her immediate family. 
 
j) permit the inspection at all reasonable times of the Allotment Garden by any officer or 

authorised member of the Council. 
 

k) not assign the tenancy nor sub-let or part with the possession of any part of the Allotment 
Garden. 

 
l) maintain in decent order all paths, ditches or hedges bordering the Allotment Garden and 

not obstruct or permit the obstruction of any of the paths set out for the use of all the 
tenants of the Allotment Gardens. 

 
m) not without the prior written consent of the Council, plant any fruit trees or fruit bushes or 

any crops which require more than twelve months to mature.  Fruit trees should be planted 
sparingly and not be allowed to grow over 2 metres high. 

 
n) not to erect any notice or advertisement on the Allotment Garden. 

 
o) notify the Council forthwith in writing of any change of address. 

 
p) yield up the Allotment Garden at the termination of the tenancy hereby created in such 

condition as shall be in compliance with the agreements herein contained. 
 

q) observe and perform any other special conditions which the Council considers necessary 
to preserve the Allotment Garden from deterioration and of which reasonable notice shall 
be given to the Tenant by the Council. 

 
r) observe and comply fully at all times with all enactments, statutory instruments, local, 

parochial or other byelaws, orders or regulations affecting the Allotment Garden. 
 
5. The Council shall pay all rates, taxes, dues or other assessments which may at any time be 

levied or charged upon the Allotment Garden. 
 
6. This tenancy may be terminated in any of the following ways: 
 

a) death of the Tenant; 
 

b) the tenant moving outside the boundary of Grove Parish; 
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c) by either party to this Agreement giving to the other 12 months written notice expiring on or 

before the sixth day of April or on or after the 29th day of September in any year; 
 

d) by re-entry by the Council at any time after giving three months written notice to the Tenant 
on account of the Allotment Garden being required: 
 
(i) for any purpose (not being the use of the same for agriculture) for which it has been 

appropriated under statutory provision, or  
(ii) for building, mining or any other industrial purpose or for any roads or sewers 

necessary in connection with any of those purposes. 
 

e) if the Tenant shall have been in breach of any of the foregoing provisions of this Agreement 
for a period of one month or longer without the Council’s permission the Council may re-enter 
upon the Allotment Garden and the tenancy shall thereupon come to an end but without 
prejudice to any right of the Council to claim damages for any such breach or to recover any 
rent already due before the time of such re-entry but remaining unpaid. 

 
f) As from (implementation date of new agreement) all current allotment holders are deemed to 

be eligible to rent and work their respective allotments. 
 

If a tenant moves from their present address to reside at a different address within the parish 
boundary, they can continue renting and working their allotment. 
 
However, if a tenant moves from their present address to reside outside the Grove boundary, 
paragraph 3 above will apply. 

 
7. On the termination of this tenancy, the Tenant shall be entitled to receive such compensation as 

is provided for by the Allotments Act 1908 to 1950 but if the Tenant shall have been paid or 
promised any compensation by any incoming tenant of the Allotment Garden the Tenant shall 
before claiming any compensation from the Council give it notice in writing of the matters in 
respect of which any such compensation has been paid or promised. 

 
8. Any notice required by this Agreement to be given to the Council shall be delivered to or sent by 

post to the Clerk of the Council, Council Office, Old Mill Hall, School Lane, Grove, Oxon OX12 
7LB, and any notice to be given to the Tenant shall be treated as sufficiently served if left at or 
delivered by recorded delivery post at the address at the head of this Agreement. 

 
 
 
                                                                                                      Clerk 

........................................................... 
 
 
 
                                                                                                       Tenant 

........................................................ 
 
 
 
 
Revised November 2011 


