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REPORT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD ON 14 MARCH 2017 AT OLD MILL HALL, GRO VE 

 
Present:   Cllr J E Nunn-Price (Chairman)  Cllr K Jones  
  Cllr W R Ackers    Cllr D Parry 
  Cllr G Chown    Cllr R Pollock 
  Cllr T Fraser     Cllr D Rolfe 
  Cllr E Green    Cllr J M Stock 
 
In attendance:  Police Sergeant Gavin Ward (Thames Valley Police) 
 
Clerk:  Mr G M Mundy 
 

 1 Apologies for absence 
 

  Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr L M Foster-Hill. 
 

 2 Declarations of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in respect of items on the agenda 
for this meeting 
 

  No declarations were received at this time.  
 

 3 Sign minutes of the committee meeting held on 31 January 2017  
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of th e meeting.” 
 

 4 Matters arising from the meeting 
 

  (a) Minute 8 Cemetery working group – The Clerk informed the committee that the 
cemetery working group will give an update under item 9 (a) on the agenda. 
 

 5 Environmental matters 
 

  (a) Letcombe Brook Project – The Clerk had previously distributed a report from the 
Letcombe Brook Project Officer, which was duly noted.  A copy of which is attached 
as appendix 1. 
 

  (b) Croci planting in roadside verges – The chairman informed the committee that both 
she and the Clerk had received correspondence from Jacky Mattam regarding the 
planting of croci in roadside verges.   
 

   She said that an example of this could be found on the verge in front of the Grove 
Road allotments.   
 

 
Clerk 

  Following a discussion, it was generally agreed that this was a good idea and that 
the clerk is to look into the cost of bulbs. 
 

 
Clerk 

  It was suggested and also agreed that funding is to come from the Environmental 
Projects budget in the new financial year. 
 

 6 Police and associated matters  
 

  (a) Acts of vandalism to Parish Property since the last meeting – The Clerk informed the 
committee that he has yet to assess the damage (if any) to Parish Council property 
following the recent visit to the Mably Way playing fields by a traveller family.   
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  (b) To receive Police Sergeant Gavin Ward of Thames Valley Police – The Chairman 
welcomed Police Sergeant Gavin Ward to the committee meeting. 
 

   Sgt Ward introduced himself to the committee and said that to dispel a recent press 
article regarding the Neighbourhood Policing team being reduced by 50%, he wished 
to inform the committee that the Neighbourhood Policing team was being re-
modelled with effect from 1 June 2017 as follows: 
 

   • 24/7 emergency vehicle team 

   • Police Investigation team 

   • Problem solving team 

   He said that the re-modelling of the Police Neighbourhood teams would enable a re-
deployment of resources and be more flexible to tackle police incidents.  He added 
that he is leaving the local Neighbourhood Policing team to take up one of the roles 
in the problem solving team based at Didcot, and our new Neighbourhood Sergeant, 
Police Sergeant Kevin Hickman, based in Abingdon, would be in place in the coming 
months. A third member of this team, Police Sergeant Brian James, would be based 
in Faringdon. 
 

   Sgt Ward then took questions from the committee: 
 

   Cllr Stock asked if the Police ‘Have Your Say’ meetings would continue.  Sgt Ward 
replied that, that would be a matter for Sgt Hickman to decide. 
 

   Cllr Stock also asked about Police Custody Cells.  Sgt Ward explained that all Police 
Custody Cells had been reviewed some years ago, and it was decided then that the 
closest cells to Grove would be in Abingdon Police Station. 
 

   Cllr Nunn-Price asked about lost property.  Sgt Ward said that the police will now 
ask the person who found any lost property to retain it and would then ask the owner 
to collect it from the person finding it. 
 

   Cllr Parry asked what are the problems now and how can the Parish Council help.  
Sgt Ward replied that Grove is fortunate to be in a very low crime area.  He said that 
whilst a certain number of individuals are known to the local police, they are active 
in very low criminal damage (knocking over brick walls, egging houses) and general 
anti-social behaviour.   
 

   He added that the Parish Council staff can assist when they are out in the village 
carrying out maintenance by keeping their eyes and ears open and reporting issues 
to the Neighbourhood Policing team. 
 

   Sgt Ward was then asked about parking, and specifically indiscriminate parking on 
the corner of Mayfield Avenue and Oxford Lane.  Sgt Ward replied that the Vale of 
White Horse District Council had not taken up the opportunity to have parking 
wardens.  He added that he has tasked his PCSOs to tackle indiscriminate parking 
in the locality. 
 

   There being no further questions for Sgt Ward, the Chairman thanked him for his 
attendance and invited him to stay for the remainder of the meeting. 
 

  (c) Neighbourhood Action Group meeting report dated 25 January 2017 – The report 
was noted. 
 

  (d) Speed Watch – Cllr Parry informed the committee that at a recent Neighbourhood 
Action Group (NAG) meeting, the NAG had invited members of Shellingford Parish 
Council to speak about Speed Watch equipment that they had recently purchased. 
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   Cllr Parry said that they had been informed that collated information is sent to the 
local police and that the police worked on a ‘3 strikes’ policy before issuing a written 
warning to any motorists found exceeding the speed.  The equipment can be used 
for speeds up to 40 mph, however, because of the calibration of the equipment the 
data recorded is not good enough for prosecutions. 
 

   Cllr Chown informed the committee that the Chairman of NAG, Andrew Forsythe, is 
going to send out the information for discussion and consideration.  He added that 
two volunteer teams of three are required to use the equipment. 
 

   Cllr Chown added that the Mayor of Wantage, Cllr Steve Trinder, is interested in the 
use of this equipment and may well contact the Parish Council in the near future. 
 

 
Clerk 

  It was generally agreed that this information is passed on to the next Traffic Advisory 
Committee meeting. 
  

  (e) Street Pastors report for January 2017 – The report was noted. 
 

 7 Transport matters  
 

  (a) Report from the Parish Transport Representatives meeting held on 28 February 
2017 – Cllr Pollock’s report was noted.  The Chairman informed the committee that 
Stagecoach has started a re-routing consultation regarding local services between 
Oxford and Wantage through Grove. 
 

 8 Highway matters 
 

  (a) State of the roads and potholes in Grove and the surrounding area – The Clerk read 
out an email from Cllr Dexter asking the committee to consider the state of local 
roads and the increasing number of potholes.   
 

   Cllr Stock informed the committee that potholes needed to be 40mm in depth before 
the County Council would repair them.  A discussion ensued. 
 

Clerk 
 
Cllr Ackers 

  The committee agreed to refer this matter to the Traffic Advisory Committee and to 
write an article for the Grove Newsletter encouraging residents to report all potholes 
seen. 
 

 9 Cemetery matters 
 

  The Chairman informed the committee that the working group had met twice to review the 
current Cemetery regulations.  She asked that members review the amendments and 
inform the Clerk of any comments. 
 

  It was MOVED Cllr Stock SECONDED by Cllr Ackers and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that an infant/child is to be classed as a child u p to 12 years old” 
 

 
 

10 General correspondence 

  There was no general correspondence. 
 

The meeting closed at 8.54pm 
 
Confirmed:  16 May 2017      __________________________ 
 

Chairman 
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Letcombe Brook Project report for ES Committee Marc h 2017  
 
1. Charity  - The charity commission received the application for the Letcombe Brook Project to become 
a charitable trust (at present it is an Unincorporated Association) and after a delay of several months (due to 
staff shortages at the commission) made a few minor amendments to the paperwork.   
 
This included an issue with the name - as the trust for Betjeman Park in Wantage has a similar title ‘Letcombe 
Brook (Wantage) Charitable Trust’ which may have caused benefactors to confuse the two charities!  They will 
be changing their name to a new title that reflects their objectives managing the park.   
 
The chairman Anthony Harker is awaiting confirmation that the amendments have gone through. The title of 
the charity will be the Letcombe Brook Project.   
 
2. Riverfly monitoring  - 4 volunteers from Grove (Dave Parry, Anthony Harker, James and Emma 
Brooks) have been undertaking monitoring on the brook. The survey points in Grove are up and downstream 
of Wantage Sewage Treatment Works and up and downstream of the balancing ponds where Thames Water 
discharge into the brook.  Once the survey information has been entered over a six-month period we will be 
able to analyse the data.  
 
3. Thames Water habitat restoration scheme  - As a result of negotiations TW will be funding physical 
restoration of habitats along the Letcombe Brook along with other watercourses in the West Thames catchment 
area.  The funding is likely to be around £200,000 over the next five years.  The Environment Agency is working 
with the LBP to work up schemes on the brook including projects in Grove on public open space. 

 
4.  Augmentation  – Due to low rainfall over the summer, the water level on the brook was very low and 
the augmentation was turned on 11 November 2016.  This was a very slow response from the Environment 
Agency, since it was reported as low on 23 September.  Apparently, there were issues with the contractor 
engineer. 
 
Headwater owners were extremely concerned and commented that it was the lowest they had seen in 30 
years.   
 
Quote from a landowner at headwaters:  
 
‘It’s very frustrating (if not lethal) for the wildlife too.  Normally kingfishers visit here almost daily: they have a 
favourite fishing perch, but it’s now several metres from open water.   
 
Presumably our water voles have left or have been predated: they have smaller territories and their burrows 
are exposed.    
 
The level is not the lowest that we’ve seen it, as we were here when the augmentation started in about 1983.  
I recall one time early on when the pumps failed. However, it’s possibly the lowest in the last 30 years or so.  
It’s ironic, as the water table is relatively high for the time of year!’  
 
The augmentation has since been turned off in January 2017.   
 
5. Water levels  - November to March is known as the recharge period for chalk streams that are reliant 
on groundwater levels for flow over the year.  Rainfall monitored by the Environment Agency over the last 4 
months has been below average.  There have been long dry periods interspersed with days of heavy rainfall.  
Soil Moisture Deficits were eliminated across the whole of the Ock catchment area in January, allowing 
recharge to begin in earnest and groundwater levels rose across the area in response.   

The effective rainfall received in January helped the total for the winter period since October more than double, 
however it remains at only 50% of the LTA for the period.  River flows were below normal across much of the 
catchment as the effects of a dry start to the winter period continued to be felt.  This does not bode well for the 
rest of the year with regard river level due to low recharge of the groundwater and aquifers. 
 
6. Balancing ponds  - Sally Wallington supervised the cutting and clearing of the ponds on by contractor 
Laurence Parker in November.  
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7. Talk  – Sally gave a slide show talk to Grove Methodist Church and received a donation of £40.00 for 
the LBP.  
 
8. Vale and Downland Museum  - The LBP and museum are working on a new and permanent exhibition 
showcasing aspects of the brook. This will be housed upstairs and the whole area dedicated to the brook with 
a model of the brook incorporating the fishing game that has been very popular.    
 
 
 
 
 
Sally Wallington  
Project Officer (part-time)   
 


