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REPORT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD ON 21 JUNE 2016 AT OLD MILL HALL, GROV E 

 
Present:   Cllr J E Nunn-Price (Chairman)  Cllr D Parry 
  Cllr G Chown    Cllr R T Pollock 
  Cllr T Fraser    Cllr D Rolfe 
  Cllr K Jones 
 
In attendance:   Mrs Jacky Mattam (item 5(b)) 
 
Clerk:  Mr G M Mundy 
 
 1 Apologies for absence  

 
  Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr W R Ackers, E Green and J M Stock. 

 
 2 Declarations of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in respect of items on the agenda 

for this meeting 
 

  No declarations were received.  
 

 3 Sign minutes of the committee meeting held on 17 Ma y 2016 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of the  meeting.”  
 

 4 Matters arising fr om the meeting  
 

  (a) Minute 9(b) – Quote to re-print and re-issue the Letcombe Brook Discovery Trail 
leaflet – The Clerk informed the committee that the Project Officer had informed him 
that the leaflets are distributed around the shops in Grove, to the local schools, on 
display within Old Mill Hall and in the Vale and Downland Museum.  
 

   He added that because room at the Vale and Downland Museum is scarce, he has 
agreed with the Letcombe Brook Project Officer, that a stockpile would be held in 
the Council offices. 
 

  (b) Minute 9(c) – Quote to replace 1 x A1 lectern style Letcombe Brook section map – 
The Clerk informed the committee that a third backing board is not required. 
 

  (c) Minute 11(a) – Village entrance signs – The Clerk informed the committee that one 
of the new Village entrance signs had been delivered to the Network Rail bridge site 
office for installation at the Northern end of the new bridge.  It was reported that this 
sign had now been installed.   

 
   He added that two more of the new signs will be installed once the grounds staff 

have all of the equipment necessary to install them and that the two remaining 
signs will be installed once the Parish Boundary review has been concluded. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

  The Chairman asked that if at all possible could two of the remaining signs be 
installed before 10 July 2016 to coincide with the twinning visit from Mably.  The 
Clerk informed the committee that he would speak to the grounds staff. 
  

  (d) Minute 11(b) – Village shop signs – The Clerk informed the committee that he had 
not yet sought quotes for the village shop direction signs, due to other 
commitments, but will do so in the coming weeks. 
 

 
Working 
Group 

  The Chairman asked if the working group set up to look into all signs around the 
village could meet and make an initial report at the next Environmental Services 
committee meeting.  
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  (e) Minute 11(c) – Footpath furniture improvements – The Chairman informed the 
committee that she was awaiting a response from Dave Cavanagh. 
 

  (f) Minute 12 – Committee objectives – The Clerk informed the committee that he had 
not yet sought quotes for the two new “Caution – Workers in Road” signs because 
he was waiting for advice from Biffa and the Council’s insurers. 
 

   Cllr Parry informed the committee that he was awaiting advice from the District 
Council’s Environmental Health Officer. 
 

 5 Environmental matters  
 

  (a) Letcombe Brook Project – A tabled report from the Project Officer was noted.   
 

  (b) Correspondence from Jacky Mattam regarding wildflowers on grassy verges – With 
the agreement of the committee, the Chairman suspended Standing Orders in order 
for Mrs Mattam to speak: 
 

   Many thanks for providing this opportunity for me to speak to you about Plant life’s 
roadside verge campaign.  Plant life is an environmental organisation, which is 
primarily concerned with plants. 
 

   Thank you in particular Jean and Mr Mundy, who have been kind enough to reply to 
my emails. 
 

   Firstly, and this is a rhetorical question at this stage, apart from obvious concerns of 
visibility for road users, and the clearance of paths to provide access to pedestrians 
and cyclists, why do we want to mow every piece of grass bordering a road or 
public area? Is it because we prefer a tidy lawn- like appearance to a profusion of 
flowers, insects and wild life? 
 

   I make only a very small apology for the brief biology lesson, which now follows, 
just to refresh what we all learnt at school. 
 

   Why are plants important?  Everything we eat comes directly or indirectly from 
plants.  Plants regulate the water cycle and help distribute and purify the planet's 
water. 
 

   Most of us learnt about the transpiration stream at school whereby plants take 
water from the soil and release it through pores in their leaves. In the process they 
purify the water. Most contaminants will decompose with the plant. 
 

   One quarter of all prescription drugs come directly from, or are derivatives of plants. 
Plants store carbon and help to control climate change.  Plants anchor the soil 
preventing soil erosion.  Plants help to prevent floods, by absorbing water and 
draughts by providing shade to reduce evaporation.  
    

   The oxygen, on which we depend for life is produced in photosynthesis by plants.  
Almost half the world's plant species may be threatened with extinction.  Plants 
need pollinators e.g. bees, and pollinators need plants.  Plants need pollinators to 
produce seed.  If they are cut down before they flower they do not produce seed, so 
they do not produce more plants.  Pollinators need nectar and pollen to live. If 
plants are cut down before flowering, the pollinators have no food. 
 

   The economic value of honeybees and bumblebees as pollinators of commercially 
grown insect pollinated crops in the UK has been estimated at over £200 million per 
year. (British Beekeepers’ Association). 
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   My final argument is rather more visceral: 
 

   Richard Louv: (American journalist and writer) “Research suggests that a 
connection to nature is biologically innate; as humans, we have an affinity for the 
natural world. When children spend most of their time indoors, they miss out. 
Problems associated with alienation from nature include familiar maladies: 
depression, obesity, and attention deficit disorder.  Kids who have direct access to 
nature are better learners. Exposure to nature has been shown to reduce stress 
and increase attention spans.” 
 

   If children are surrounded, by what is increasingly becoming a concrete jungle how 
easy is it for them to relate to or appreciate the natural world. If their surroundings 
are ugly, or denuded how likely are they to relate to anything other than that?  I am 
currently doing a plant identification course, and am shocked by the difficulty in 
finding even the most common plants locally, far more so than in many other areas 
I have stayed in. 
 

   Why is the careful maintenance of grass verges important?  Plant life estimates that 
over 97% of meadows were destroyed in England since the 1930s, 
 

   Approx 101,600 ha of rural road verges in the UK is equivalent to nearly half of our 
remaining priority grassland resource. Grassy verges across the UK are home to 
over 570 plant species, 12% of which are either under threat or heading that way. If 
wooded and disturbed verges are included, the total number of species is 
astonishing: over 700 in all or nearly 45% of our native flora; 87 of them are 
threatened with extinction. The Highways Agency have committed to restore and 
enhance 3,500 ha of verges by 2021 as part of this strategy.  
 

   Without regular management, studies have shown that most grassland flowers 
rapidly disappear as verges become dominated by coarse vegetation and ultimately 
turn into scrub and woodland. Changes in vegetation can become apparent after 
just one or two years without grass being cut. 
 

   The following should be undertaken on all grassy road verges (apart from those 
where safety is a priority) If only one cut is possible:  Cut the full width of the verge 
once a year, between mid July and September. This allows plants to flower and, 
importantly, gives time for seed to be set. 
 

   If more cuts are required, do one of the following:  Cut the full width of the verge 
between mid July and September. Then cut once more before Christmas.  This is 
the ideal option.  
 

   OR Cut the full verge as early as possible, during February and March. This is 
before most verge plants flower and it won’t disturb ground-nesting birds. Cut the 
full verge again during September and October. This slightly later date for the 
second cut allows plants that were cut earlier in the year time to grow and set seed.  
Ideally, the thatch of grass left after cutting should be removed to allow plants to 
seed, as well as reducing fertility, which is important for wild plants 
 

   So, the purpose of my being here today is to ask you to consider how we could 
compromise, taking into account restrictions of cost and time. Would you consider 
identifying areas, which the council is responsible for maintaining, where this 
approach could be adopted?  
 

   May I suggest that if this were possible, it would be a positive move to inform the 
local press about this environmental initiative? I have heard that the mayor of 
Wantage is interested in environmental matters, so would a joint press release be 
possible? 
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   There then followed a discussion in which the following points were made: 
 

   • The Clerk explained that the Parish Council has now taken on the rural grass cut 
(mainly on the A338 from the Williams F1 roundabout to the area of verge 
opposite McDermid Autotype) on behalf of the County Council 

 
   • The current machinery is not suitable for maintaining wildflowers and the cost of 

purchasing new is prohibitive and with no means to collect cuttings 
 

   • Time of maintenance staff is restricted with current numbers of staff 

   Cllr Jones said that there could be safety issues on areas next to the highway. 
 

   Cllr Rolfe said that once the wildflowers areas had been cut once, then this could 
lead to less work being required. 
 

   Cllr Parry said that the area along Brereton Drive for example would become a 
mess if it were only cut twice a year. 
 

   Cllr Chown said that the Council could aim for this, but was concerned about road 
safety issues. 
 

   Cllr Nunn-Price said that some pedestrians use the grass verge to walk along for 
pleasure or to catch buses. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

  There then followed a further discussion where it was agreed that the Clerk would 
send Mrs Mattam a copy of the grass areas maintained by the Parish Council so 
she can see if there are any areas that could be laid for wildflowers to grow. 
 

   There being no further matters to discuss in this regard, the Chairman thanked Mrs 
Mattam for attending. 
 

 6 Police and associated matters  
 

  (a) Acts of vandalism to Parish Property since the last meeting – There was nothing to 
report. 
 

  (b) Neighbourhood Action Group – Cllr Chown informed the committee that Police 
inspector Margaret Turner had taken over from Inspector Ian Money.  He added 
that Chief Superintendent Andy Boyd is seeking co-operation from the public 
regarding policing issues.  
 

  (c) Street Pastors report for April and May 2016 – The reports were both noted. 
 

 7 Transport matters  
 

  (a) Report on bus route changes from the Parish Transport Representative – Cllr 
Pollock briefed the committee on the following from the PTR meeting held on 15 
June 2016: 
 

   • Two representatives of the main bus companies were present – Stagecoach and 
Thames Travel 
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   • Initially various Wantage Market Place plan options were discussed focusing on 
increasing the pedestrian element plus, almost as a throwaway, that a one way 
system might merit consideration.  As an old town with narrow streets Wantage 
was very susceptible to congestion which prevents bus operators providing a 
good and reliable service which in many cases causes them to withdraw a 
service altogether.  They need to maximise their use of the capital investment 
reflected in their buses and drivers.  Some layover time is required on routes to 
defend schedules but the clearer the run the less allocation needed and the more 
routes can be extended.  A proposed roundabout at Challow of the right 
configuration gives opportunity for route extension.  In the same way the 
Northern Link Road needs to be built with dimensions and design with public 
transport in mind otherwise we will lose out.  Bus companies can influence but 
we need to put pressure on as well. Unfortunately development plans are Land 
Use led – by that I suspect they mean building as much as possible 

 
   • Consideration given to obtaining our own software to model possible public 

transport opportunities. Stagecoach rep is going to get back to us on this with 
suggestions which would be more cost effective than using the ‘big’ transport 
consultancies 

 
   Cllr Pollock informed the committee of the following changes to bus services with 

effect 24 July 2016: 
 

   • Stagecoach X30 and 31 – nothing material 
 

   • Thames Travel significant changes: 
 

   - X32 (replaces X1) runs hourly between Abingdon and Wantage via Culham 
Village, Sutton Courtenay, Harwell and Didcot. I presume this means that the 
pickup stop in Abingdon will be by the Crown and Thistle. 

 
   - 67 will only run between Wantage, Stanford and Faringdon but it will be 

hourly Mon – Saturday and in fact will be the X32 – the bus will simply change 
its number in Wantage market place to provide a through service between 
Faringdon and Science Vale. It will also connect at Faringdon with the 66 
Oxford-Swindon services and at Wantage with the X30 and 31 but no through 
ticketing. Local villages either side of the Wantage - Faringdon corridor will 
lose all their services but they might be able to treat the new regular bus as a 
park and ride. 

 
   - Service 38 will run 15 times per day Monday – Friday and hourly on Saturday 

 
   - Paper timetables will now be produced as the grants have been agreed. s106 

money was needed for the Wantage – Faringdon Service 
 

   - Now we need to promote the services or they will be lost 
 

 8 Highway matters  
 

  (a) A338 road bridge – The Clerk informed the committee that the official opening of 
the A338 road bridge would take place on Monday 4 July 2016 at 9.30am.  He 
added that attendees would need to be at the site office on the Southern side of the 
bridge by 9.15am.   
  

   He said that the following members had indicated to him that they would like to 
attend the opening: 
 

   Cllr Ackers, Chown, Nunn-Price, Pollock and Stock.  
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 9 Health matters  
 

  (a) Report from the Community Health committee re Wantage Hospital – The report 
was noted. 
 

  (b) Plans for the enhanced Mably Way Health Centre – The Chairman informed the 
committee that a meeting would take place at 7pm on Wednesday 22 June 2016 in 
the October Club, Wantage to discuss the plans for the enhanced Health Centre. 
  

 10 Review and update of the committee objectives  
 

  The following new objectives were discussed and agreed: 
 

  • Stiles replacement project 
• Review of directional street signage 
• Grove Railway Station 
 

 11 Chairman’s urgent communications  
 

  There were no urgent communications. 
 

 
 

12 General correspondence  

  There was no general correspondence. 
 

 
The meeting closed at 8.45 pm 
 
Confirmed:  2 August 2016      __________________________ 
 

Chairman 
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