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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Grove Airfield Development Outline Planning Application 
Application Number P12/V0299/O (12/0299/OUT) 

 
Frequently asked questions (FAQs) 

 
The questions (and answers) below have been devised in order to assist residents when viewing 
the plans.  The answers have been gleaned from discussions with the District Council and the 
Developers so far and are current at this time.  The questions (and answers) are not exhaustive, 
there will be questions that the Parish Council has not thought of or does not have an answer to at 
this stage. 
 
The Parish Council would like to advise residents that the District Council will make the all 
decisions regarding the development and not the developers.  Please note that this is an Outline 
Planning application and therefore many of the details are not yet known. 

 
1) Why does the Parish Council say it welcomes the development? 

• The planning application has taken some 10 years to come to this point.  The Parish Council 
appealed at the time but the Planning Inspector ruled for the development.  The Development is 
part of the Vale of White Horse District Council  (VWHDC) local plan so the Parish Council’s role 
is to do the best it can for the community.  We believe that the best way of doing that is to work 
with the VWHDC and the developers rather than against them. 

 
2) Why is the Northern Link Road (NLR) not shown on the Outline Application, and when 

will it be delivered? 
• It was never the intention of the Developers to show the NLR on the outline application.  The 

NLR will be delivered before the 1,501st unit is built.  Unfortunately they have the law on their 
side and do not have to build the road until that number of houses has been built. 

 
3) What guarantees are there that the developer will not pull out before the NLR is 

provided? 
• The developers (Persimmon Homes and Taylor Wimpey) have committed millions of pounds so 

far to this project.  They will commit further millions in local infrastructure for the whole site based 
on the full 2,500 units so It would not be financially viable to pull out after 1,500 units after 
committing so much money 

 
4) What area of the development will come first? 

• Although negotiations are on-going with Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) and VWHDC, the 
Southern Access Road (SAR) will come first.  This will be the main route into the development 
area and they plan to start the housing from the southern end of the site 

 
5) How will the planning application be considered - as a whole, or in part? 

• The outline application is for all 2,500 houses and will be determined as such.  The Developers 
will then submit plans in detail covering such things as design of houses, road alignment, 
parking areas, footpaths, play areas, local centre detail etc 

 
6) Who will make the decision about the application? 

• The outline application will be considered by Vale Officers who will make their recommendations 
to the Planning Committee.  The District Council will have the final say.  
 

7) Is the drainage plan sufficient? 
• What ever plan is presented; the Environment Agency must approve it.  All drainage plans must 

conform to current industry standards.  We do not have the expertise in this but will be ensuring 
that the relevant agencies are satisfied with the plans. 



2 
 

 

8) A development of this size will attract a lot of vehicular movement from construction 
traffic.  Will construction vehicles and deliveries to the development site go through 
the village? 

• A construction management plan has to be agreed before anything happens.  Construction 
traffic will approach Grove from all directions but will only be able to enter the construction site at 
the Southern Access Road.  The management plan will clarify routes and delivery times etc.  
The specified route will be signposted from the main roads leading into Grove and Wantage 

 
9) Will Newlands Drive be developed? 

• There will be no major development on Newlands Drive apart from the two access points in to 
the development as it currently stands 

 

10) When will the public buildings e.g. schools be ready for occupation? 

• OCC will direct that developer as to when schools etc are built.  A more detailed timetable will be 
agreed and then published prior to the construction starting 

 

11) How many units will be complete each year? 

• It is envisaged the approximately 250 units will be completed each year 
 

12) When will development start? 

• In realistic terms, the construction could start in the middle of 2013 with the first houses being 
occupied in the middle of 2014. 

 

13) Where is the parking provision?  There is none shown on the plans. 
• This is only the outline planning application so details such as parking house locations or 

orientation are not required.  More specific detail will follow and will be contained within the 
detailed phase plans. 

 
14) Will there be housing estates made entirely up of social housing? 

• No, developers are not allowed to segregate social housing estates.  Social housing will be 
spread across the development site.  

 

15) What proportion of the new houses will be designated low cost housing? 
• VWHDC require 40% of new properties to be low cost housing.  However the developers have to 

produce a viability case if they wish to build a smaller proportion.  What this means is that the 
developers have to make a profit (otherwise they will not build) and they have to show that 
unless the % is reduced they cannot make a profit.  There would then be negotiation between 
the parties. 

 
16) Where are the people who are going to live in these houses going to work? 

• VWHDC state in their plans that most jobs in the future will be in the Milton Park/Harwell area 
and that transport links between Grove and those areas will be improved.  

 

17) I have had a letter asking for a response in 21 days and I could not as I have not seen 
the plans? 

• That is a standard letter we have been assured that you have until at least the end of April to 
make comments and objections that will be taken into account by the VWHDC. 

 

18) Newlands Drive is not shown to be blocked or diverted so how are people supposed to 
get to the new schools or shops and facilities? 

• As this is an outline plan these details do not have to be shown.  We will try to ensure that at 
least a traffic light controlled crossing is provided to assist with people crossing Newlands drive 
and slows the traffic. 
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19) There is no access shown to the north of the development? 

• We are informed that the developers do not currently own a strip of land along Newlands 
Drive so cannot provide this.  They however do want to and are hopeful that one will be able to 
be provided when that phase is built. 

 
20) When will the planning application be approved/rejected? 

• No definite date has been set, but a decision is expected before the end of this year 
 

21) When would the entire development be completed? 
• The development should take approximately 10 years to complete at a rate of 250 units per year 

 

22) The plans show a red line that crosses Newlands Drive, why is this? 
• The red line indicates land that is in the control of the developers.  The developers still do not 

control all of the land to the West of Newlands Drive, so therefore they cannot include this in the 
outline application.  The developers have said that by the time the Northern end of the 
development is built they hope to have control of this land 

 

23) What further developments are planned as I have heard more houses are coming? 
• The Vale’s core strategy is currently being discussed and is due for public consultation later this 

year.  This includes proposals for 1500 houses at Crab Hill (behind Charlton) and 900 houses at 
Monks farm to the North of Grove.  This is not yet agreed and is only a proposal currently.  
There is also a developer applying to the Vale for 150 houses between Bellingers and North 
Drive, however this is not in any of the Vale’s current plans.  Developers are always looking for 
possible sites so more proposals may be made as part of the core strategy consultations.  

 

24) How long do I have to provide my comments on the application?   
• The District Council has said that they should receive all comments/objections by the end of 

April 2012. 
 

25) How do I make comments on, or object to, the plans? 
• You should write to: 
 

Planning Department 
Vale of White Horse District Council 
Abbey House, Abbey Close 
Abingdon, OX14 3JE           or email planning@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 
 
It would be helpful to the Parish Council if you would send a copy to:  
 
Graham Mundy  
Parish Clerk 
Grove Parish Council 
Old Mill Hall, School Lane 
Grove, OX12 7LB   or email parishcouncil@Grove-oxon.org.uk 

 
 

Grove Parish Council 
 
March 2012 
 
 


