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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON TUESDAY 18 APRIL 2017 AT OLD MILL HALL, GROVE 

 
Present: Cllr J M Stock (Chairman)   Cllr A P Harker 
 Cllr W R Ackers (Vice Chairman)  Cllr J E Nunn-Price 
 Cllr G Chown     Cllr F D Parnell 
 Cllr S K Dexter    Cllr R Pollock 
 Cllr W Evans     Cllr D Rolfe 
 Cllr L M Foster-Hill    Cllr I Weeden 
 Cllr E Green 
       
In attendance: County Cllr Z Patrick, County and District Cllr J Hannaby 
 Mrs Michelle Rozier 
   
Clerk: Mr G M Mundy 
 
 152 Apologies for absence 

 
  Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Cllrs T Fraser, K Jones and D Parry.  

Apologies had also been received from District Cllr C McCarthy and J Reynolds. 
 

 153 Declaration of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in respect of items on the agenda for this 
meeting 
 

  Cllr Dexter and Parnell both declared an interest in item 163 as they are both connected to the 
Parochial Church Council. 
 

 154 To sign the minutes of the Full Council meeting hel d on 7 March 2017  
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of t he meeting” 
 

 155 To consider matters arising from those minutes  
 

  (a) Minute 143(c) – Monks Farm Development.  The clerk informed the Council that this matter 
will be discussed under item 158(b) on the agenda.       
 

  (b) Minute 146 – Grant funding working group.  The Clerk informed the Council that this matter 
will be further discussed under item 162 on the agenda. 
 

 156 To receive questions from the public 
 

  Michelle Rozier thanked the Council for receiving the application and said that her question is 
regarding the item 163 on the agenda.  She asked the Council if she could update the Council 
at that point. 
 

 157 To receive County and District Councillor repo rts 
 

  (a) County Councillor report.  County Cllr Patrick gave a verbal report on County Council 
matters.  A written report is attached as Appendix 1. 
 

  (b) District Councillor report.  District Cllr Hannaby gave a verbal update on District Council 
matters and covered the following points, however no written report was provided.  
 

   • Biffa are ordering new household waste collection lorries 
   • There will be a Community Infrastructure Levy conference on Friday 21 April in 

Didcot (during the day) 
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   • The District Council’s cabinet have agreed that consultants can progress the 
design of the new leisure centre to be located in Grove 

 
 158 Updates on the Grove Airfield Development/Local Plan 2031/Unitary Authorities  

 
  (a) Grove Airfield Development.  The Clerk read out an email from Emily Hammerton (District 

Council officer) as follows:   
 

   “We are aware that the developers are continuing active negotiations with the land owners 
and are committed to developing this site. 
  

   I do not envisage at this stage there would be further discussions on the s106 agreement 
(which is partially signed), we are waiting for all the land owner’s signatures to be on the 
agreement before we can issue planning permission”. 
 

   The Chairman added that she had learned from the District Council that there is no time 
limit on this application because full planning permission has not yet been granted because 
the developers had not yet fulfilled all or any of the conditions set by the Planning 
Committee. 
 

  (b) Monks Farm Development.  The Clerk read out an email from Stuart Walker (District 
Council officer) as follows: 
 

   “I am awaiting comment from our leisure team regarding the facilities to be provided at 
Monks Fam, but it is likely that cricket will be off site (so only tennis and a MUGA on site)”. 
  

  (c) Update – Local Plan 2031 part 2.  The Chairman informed the Council that both she and 
Cllr Parnell attended a meeting with District Council officers regarding the Local Plan 2031 
part 2.   
 

   She informed the Council that 300+ dwellings had been added to the Local Plan 2031 plus 
a potential further 200+ to be located in the area between the northern end of the Grove 
Airfield Development and Southern end of the Monks Farm Development and that the 
Northern Link Road (NLR) would probably go through this area. 
 

   She added that the campaign for a new railway station in Grove is growing in momentum 
and is likely to go nearer the area of the Cemetery than its previous location and will be on 
the Swindon to Didcot line. 
 

   She said that there will be approximately 7,000 homes built in the area up to 2031 and that 
funding for future healthcare is insufficient, so more funding from s106 receipts for 
healthcare will be forthcoming. 
  

   Following a short discussion, the Chairman called for a Special Full Council meeting to be 
held on Tuesday 25 April 2017 to discuss the Councils response to the Local Plan 2031 
part 2.  The meeting would commence at 7.30pm in Old Mill Hall. 
 

  (d) Unitary Authority.  The update regarding the Unitary Authority joint proposals from 
Oxfordshire County Council, South Oxfordshire District Council and Vale of White Horse 
District Councils were noted. 
  

 159 To receive Council Chairman communications 
 

  (a) Resignation of Mrs Sally Wallington as the Letcombe Brook Project Officer.  Cllr Harker 
informed the Council that Sally Wallington has resigned as the Letcombe Brook Project 
Officer with effect the end of April 2017 to pursue other interests.   
 

Clerk   It was agreed that the Clerk write to Sally thanking her for all of her work over the years. 
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 160 Parish Council Reception 2017 
 

  Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Council will hold its annual reception to thank 
local businesses and volunteer groups for the work they do in and around the parish.   
 

  The provisional date is Friday 20 October 2017 subject to Old Mill Hall bookings and school 
holiday dates. 
    

  Clerks note:  The Old Mill Hall is free on Friday 20 October 2017 however the Autumn half 
term starts on this date. 
 

 161 Ground maintenance contract with the Vale of White Horse District Coun cil for grass 
cutting on District Council land 
 

  The Clerk informed the Council that an opportunity has arisen for the parish to take on cutting 
grass on District Council land within the parish. 
 

 
Clerk 

 Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk provide a breakdown of all costs and bring 
his report to the next Full Council. 
 

 162 Update from the Grant Funding working group 
 

  The update from the working group was noted.  It was suggested by Cllr Foster-Hill and agreed 
that the Parish Council agree to continue to give grants. 
  

  Following a discussion, it was also agreed that more work needed to be done by the working 
group to take this matter forward. 
 

 163 Application for grant funding from the Community Children’s Centre s in Grove and 
Wantage 
 

  With the agreement of the Full Council, the Chairman suspended Standing Orders in order for 
Mrs Rozier to update the Council. 
   

  Mrs Rozier informed the Council that the Children’s centres in Grove and Wantage had 
received £20k from Oxfordshire County Council’s transition fund which will allow equal services 
for Grove and Wantage for babies and toddlers and £10k from Wantage Town Council per 
year for the next three years.   
 

  She added that a new steering group had been set up and that the steering group is organising 
fundraising activities.   
 

  She concluded by saying that the parents of the babies and toddlers are very grateful to the 
Parish Council for considering this grant application. 
 

  Cllr Dexter said that according to the accounts presented with the application the group would 
be running a surplus for the next three years.  Mrs Rozier replied and said that the accounts 
presented are out of date and that an updated set of accounts are available. 
 

  It was said that the Vale Academy Trust wanted to take this baby and toddler group over in 
three years-time. 
 

 
 
J Stock 

 Following a further discussion, it was agreed to defer a decision on this grant application until 
such time as an up to date set of accounts has been received and the Council’s grant funding 
working group has met. 
  

 164 To receive reports from outside bodies 
 

  The reports were noted. 
 

 165 To consider committee reports 
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  (a) Report of Environmental Services Committee meeting held on 14 March 2017 – Cllr Nunn-
Price presented the report. 
 

  (b) Reports of the planning committee meeting held on 21 March and 11 April 2017 – Cllr 
Evans presented the reports. 
 

  (c) Report of Leisure and Recreation Committee meeting held on 28 March 2017 – Cllr Green 
presented the report. 
 

  (d) Report of Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 4 April 2017 – Cllr 
Stock presented the report. 
 

 166 Consideration of planning applications 
 

  (a) P17/V0652/FUL – variation of conditions 1 (amended parameter plans) and 33 (additional 
land to be included within the Archaeological Written Scheme of Investigation) of Planning 
Permission P13/V1764/O – Land at Crab Hill land North of A417 Wantage.  Following a 
discussion, it was agreed that this application is refused because the delays in providing 
infrastructure would be to the detriment of the community. 
 

  (b) P17/V0652/FUL – variation of conditions 1 (amended parameter plans) and 33 (additional 
land to be included within the Archaeological Written Scheme of Investigation) and 52 
(vehicle access) of Planning Permission P13/V1764/O – Land at Crab Hill land North of 
A417 Wantage.  Following a discussion, it was agreed that this application is refused 
because the delays in providing infrastructure would be to the detriment of the community. 
 

  (c) P17/V0813/FUL Erection of a 70-bed care home and 50-bed extra care unit (both within 
Use Class C2), parking, landscaping, access and other associated works on land at Grove 
Road, Wantage.  Following a discussion, the Parish Council agreed that it objected to this 
application because; 1, there is insufficient parking for staff, residents and visitors, 2, 
potential obstruction of the cycle-path, 3, bus stop is located in the wrong place, 4, there 
is no secluded access for private ambulances. 
 

  (d) P17/V0886/FUL – Williams Grand Prix Holdings Ltd (WGPH) Station Road, Grove, 
Wantage, OX12 0DQ – A temporary building with associated link structure and 
construction vehicle access.  There was no objection to this application. 
 

 167 To consider accounts for payments since the las t meeting (Appendix 2) 
 

  It was MOVED Cllr Ackers SECONDED Cllr Dexter and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the accounts for payment for the sum of £52, 795.43 are adopted” 
 

 168 Confidential matters 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and AGREED in accordance with Section 1 of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended by Section 100 of the Local Government Act 
1972 
 

  “that the press and public be excluded from the me eting to permit the Council to 
consider the confidential items.” 
 

The meeting closed at 9.17pm  
 
Confirmed: 9 May 2017                                                                                                              ________________________ 
                                                                                                              Chairman 
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Appendix 1 
 

County Councillor’s report 
 
Not a lot to report, as you will appreciate not a lot is going on at the county council due to the ‘purdah’ period. 
 
Final bidding rounds for the last tranche of Children’s Centres £1M Transition Fund at the County Council took 
place today, so we have put in a revised bid, but so far have not heard the outcome.  I appreciate that this item 
will be discussed later on the agenda, so will await further news from you then. 
 
The recurrent potholes on the Denchworth Road near to the Bay Tree public house and the village green have 
hopefully now been addressed at least for the time being, as this particular stretch of road has now been 
resurfaced.  I expect this is because there is now some ‘new money’ available as part of this year’s budget. 
 
I have asked the County to address some of the issues regarding the verges along Brereton Drive, where 
some residents have complained to me that some homeowners have ‘taken’ some stretches of the grass verge 
to enhance their gardens.  Apparently, the County officers have told me that because some of this is ‘historic’ 
they are looking into what they can do about it at this late stage. 
 
I am sure you will have already heard the news that The Vale Academy Trust have been successful in their 
bid to the Department for Education to build a new school in Grove from ages 2-16.  I believe this is good news 
for the village, who have always aspired to have their own secondary school. This should meet the needs of 
schoolchildren from nursery up to 16 and I certainly support their efforts.  With Home to School transport even 
more of a problem at County Hall as funding has tightened on this budget as well as others, this will give Grove 
schoolchildren the opportunity of seamless education within the village. 
 
 
Councillor Z Patrick 
County Councillor for Grove 
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COUNCIL MEETING 18 APRIL 2017 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT FROM 3 MARCH-13 APRIL 2017 
 
 

Environmental Services  Incl VAT Ex VAT  
 Bin-It Dog Waste Solutions, Dog bin service February 17 563.99 469.99 
  Grundon, Refuse collection February 17 135.94 113.28 
 Bin-It Dog Waste Solutions, Dog bin service March 17 563.99 469.99 
 Letcombe Brook Project grant 7000.00  
 Wilts & Berks Canal trust, subscription 25.00  
 Grundon, Refuse collection March 17 167.76 139.80 
 Fibrous, Tree plaque for reimbursement 93.07 77.56 

 TOTAL 8549.75  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Leisure & Recreation Committee  Incl VAT  Ex VAT  
 UK Fuels, Unleaded 49.60 41.33 
 Savills, Wasbrough Field Rent 459.00  
 LJ Cannings, ground maintenance items 27900.00 23250.00 
 Charlton Park GC, Maintenance materials 75.04  
 LJ Cannings, ground maintenance items 55.46 46.22 
 OPFA, Membership 70.00  
 Came & Company, Vehicle insurance 697.35  
 C Pullen, Allotment deposit refunded 25.00  
 L Blake, Allotment deposit refunded 25.00  

 TOTAL 29356.45  
 
 
Chairman  (Original Signed)     TOTAL EXPENDITURE £52,795.43 

2 – 1 

Finance and General Purposes Committee  Incl VAT  Ex VAT  
 Cartridge UK, printer cartridges 16.00  
 Matthew Frost, Mileage course attendance 175.96  
 Argos, New office camera 79.99  
 Daisy, Office phone Feb 17 71.21 59.34 
 Opus Energy, OMH Electricity Jan-Feb 17 309.48 257.90 
 Swift, Photocopier copies 158.12 131.77 
 Function 28, Monthly website hosting fee 12.00 10.00 
 Smiths DIY, Maintenance items 124.35 103.65 
 OALC, Annual subscription 17-18 1309.28 1091.07 
 Paul Chapman, OMH Window cleaning March 17 50.00  
 Rialtas Business Solutions, OMEGA software 288.00 240.00 
 PPL, Public Performance License 158.04  
 Lyreco, Stationery  54.08 45.07 
 BT, Phone Dec 16-Mar 17 129.52 107.94 
 Seldram Supplies, OMH Cleaning products 105.14 87.63 
 1&1 Internet, Hosting premium Feb-May 17 55.08 45.90 
 Grundon, Refuse collection February 17 135.94 113.28 
 Peopletime, March salary 9225.47  
 Hampshire Proficiency Test Committee, Training M Frost 120.00  
 Unicom, OMH Phoneline Mar 17 22.16 18.47 
 Opus Energy, OMH Gas Feb-Mar 17 395.03 329.19 
 SLCC, Annual membership 225.00  
 Vale of White Horse DC, Business rate 17-18 331.75  
 Community First, Membership 17-18 85.00  
 M Frost, Fuel expenses training 345.15  
 Opus Energy, OMH Electricity Feb-Mar 17 305.71 254.76 
 Fuction 28, Monthly website hosting fee 12.00 10.00 
 Function 28, Set up events calendar for GPC Website 180.00 150.00 
 J Stock, Mileage allowance 34.58  
 Grundon, Refuse collection March 17 167.76 139.80 
 SSE, Street lighting recreation ground 207.43 197.56 

 TOTAL 14889.23  



UNADOPTED 
 

 

 
 
Bank Account balances as at 13 April 2017   Reserve s Balances as at 31 March 2016 
 
Charity A/c   - £4,641.91  General Reserves - £190,986 
Community Directplus A/c  - £140,982.77  Specific Reserves: 
Instant Access A/c  - £0.00   
Public Sector Reserve A/c  - £203,389.72 FGP NP   - £20,000 
Petty Cash    - £181.48   LR Allotment deposits - £750 
Queens Diamond Jubilee A/c - £0.00  LR Future Projects - £41,306 

ES Balancing Pond  - £7,785 
Total Cash in Bank (- Charity A/c)  £344,583.97 Tot al Reserves   £260,827 
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