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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON 18 OCTOBER 2016 AT OLD MILL HALL, GROVE 

 
Present: Cllr J M Stock (Chairman)   Cllr A P Harker 
 Cllr W R Ackers (Vice Chairman)  Cllr K Jones 
 Cllr G Chown     Cllr J E Nunn-Price 
 Cllr S K Dexter    Cllr F D Parnell 
 Cllr W Evans     Cllr R Pollock 
 Cllr T Fraser     Cllr D Rolfe 
 Cllr E Green     Cllr I Weeden 
      
In attendance: County Cllr Z Patrick, District Cllrs B Mabbett, C McCarthy, J Reynolds and Five members 

of the public 
   
Clerk: Mr G M Mundy 
 

 65 Apologies for absence  
 

  Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Councillors L M Foster-Hill and D 
Parry.  Apologies for absence had also been received from County and District Cllr J 
Hannaby. 
 

 66 Declaration of Persona l or Pecuniary Interests in respect of items on the  agenda for 
this meeting 
 

  No declarations were given at this time. 
 

 67 To sign the minutes of the Full Council meeting hel d on 6 September 2016  
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of the  meeting”  
 

 68 To sign the minutes of the Special Full Council mee ting held on 20 September 2016  
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true recor d of the meeting”  
 

 69 To consider matters arising from those minutes  
 

  There were no matters arising from either meeting. 
 

 70 Discussion and consideration of the results of the Village wide consultation regarding 
the Cane Lane road barrier 
 

  The Clerk informed the Council that he received three responses after the deadline of 11 
October 2016, and added that the respondent’s choices did not affect the outcome of the 
consultation.  The Chairman summarised the outcome of the results of the consultation as 
follows:  Total responses received – 162, of those: 
 

  • 96 responses were in favour of leaving the barrier in its current location 
• 25 responses were in favour of removing the barrier and open up Cane lane to two-

way traffic 
  • 11 responses were in favour of removing the barrier and create a one-way road from 

Main Street to the bridge and two-way from the bridge and up Recreation Lane 
• 30 responses were in favour of re-locating the barrier to the bridge 
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  The Clerk informed the meeting that a 53-signature petition was also received from the 
residents of the Westfield Close and the Willows. 
 

  Cllr Nunn-Price said that it was very much appreciated the number of responses received 
and that the findings of the consultation should be sent to the Traffic Advisory Committee for 
discussion regarding some of the comments made by residents relating to traffic calming 
measures. 
  

  With the agreement of the Council , the Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow 
members of the public to speak 

 
  A member of the public suggested that where speeding occurs in Cane Lane, then speed 

humps should be installed to slow vehicles down. 
   

  The Chairman said that because of the outcome of the consultation (the majority of 
respondents wanted the barrier to remain in its current location) then the Council would abide 
by the result, but added that this matter could be reviewed in five years’ time. 
 

  Cllr Parnell said that whilst he believed that the barrier should be removed to allow two way 
traffic, he was a representative of the residents of Grove, and would abide by the decision 
taken. 
  

  Cllr Pollock said that he was appreciative of all the comments made by residents from across 
the Village. 
  

  Cllr Dexter asked the Clerk if the 53-signature petition was included in the total numbers; and 
he informed the meeting that some of the comments alluded to that Cane Lane was being 
used as a car park on weekends by visiting sports teams. 
 

  He added that the Recreation Ground car park now has its own post code (OX12 0FL) and 
that new signs had been installed informing vehicle drivers that there is no vehicular access 
to the recreation Ground via Cane Lane. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

 The Clerk responded and said that the petition was not included in the figures presented to 
the Council, but would be once the consultation results are published in the Community 
News, the Herald Series newspapers and on the website. 
 

  Cllr Evans informed the meeting that Oxfordshire County Council were no longer installing 
speed humps. 
 

  A member of the public informed the Council that the warning triangle (road narrows) in Cane 
Lane (adjacent to Grove Garage) had been turned to face the wall and vehicle drivers might 
be aware of the hazard. 
 

  He added that since the new signs had been installed there had been fewer vehicles parked 
in Cane Lane. 
 

Clerk  The Clerk said that he would return the sign to its correct position of facing the traffic. 
 

  The Chairman then drew this matter to a conclusion,  thanked the members of the 
public who had attended this item, invited them to stay for the rest of the meeting and 

re-instated Standing Orders 
 

 71 To receive questions from the public  
 

  No members of the public were present. 
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 72 To receive County and District Councillor reports  
 

  (a) County Councillor report.  County Cllr Patrick gave a verbal report on County Council 
matters.  A written report is attached as Appendix 1. 
 

  (b) District Councillor report.  District Cllr Reynolds gave a consolidated verbal report from all 
District Cllrs.  A written report is attached as Appendix 2.  
 

 73 To receive any updates on the Vale of White Horse District Council’s Local Plan 2 031 
 

  Bulletin update no 4 was received and noted. 
 

 74 To receive Council Chairman communications  
 

  (a) Correspondence signed by the leaders of the five District Council’s regarding Unitary 
Authority.  The correspondence was received and noted. 
 

 
 
 
All 

 (b) Arrangements for the annual Service of Remembrance at the Cemetery to be held on 
Sunday 13 November 2016.  The Clerk informed the Council that Rev John Durant has 
kindly agreed to lead the Service of Remembrance on 13 November 2016 and that 
timings are to be confirmed by Rev Durant. 
 

   He added that Rev Durant has requested that a Councillor reads a poem called ‘Lest We 
Forget’ during the service.  District Cllr McCarthy agreed to do this. 
  

  (c) Correspondence from Mr Garry Kingett (Sweatbox Youth Work Manager).  Mr Kingett 
had written to the Parish Council notifying them that he is to retire from his post at King 
Alfred’s Academy as Youth Work Manager.  The correspondence was noted. 
 

  (d) Correspondence from Grove Free Evangelical Church regarding Christmas Community 
Carols procession.  Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk inform the Grove 
Free Evangelical Church that the Parish Council did not wish to link the Annual 
Christmas Tree carol service with the Christmas Carols Procession on Friday 23 
December 2016 because this date was too close to Christmas Day itself.  
     

   Following a further discussion, it was agreed that the Annual Christmas Tree carols 
service will be held on either Tuesday 20 or Wednesday 21 December 2016 starting at 
7pm.  The Clerk was also asked to book the Wantage Silver Band. 
  

 75 Retrospective approval of expenditure of £3, 975 (including VAT) by the Clerk due to 
Rentokill to cleanse the areas used by the travelle rs on Wasbrough Field, the 
Recreation Ground and the Canal footpath 
   

  It was MOVED Cllr Dexter SECONDED Cllr Fraser and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “to retrospecti vely approve the expenditure of £3,975 (including V AT) by the Clerk due 
to Rentokill to cleanse the areas used by the trave llers on Wasbrough Field, the 
Recreation Ground and the Canal footpath” 
  

 
Clerk 

 It was agreed that the total cost (including the purchase of the concrete bollards) are 
published in the local Community News and the Herald Series newspaper. 
  

 76 To receive and sign the Section 101 legal agreement  from Oxfordshire County Council 
relating urban and rural grass cutting and for the epicormics/basal tree growth 
removal functions 
  

  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Dexter SECONDED Cllr Chown and RESOLVED 
unanimously 
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  “that the Section agreement is signed”  
 

  The Chairman and Vice Chairman duly signed the agreement witnessed by the Clerk. 
 

 77 Response to the consultation regarding the 2017/18 local Government Finance 
Settlement 
 

  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Ackers SECONDED Cllr Nunn-Price and 
RESOLVED unanimously  
 

Clerk   “to support the NALC/OALC respo nse to the consultation”  
 

 78 External Audit of the Annual Return dated 31 March 2016 
 

  (a) To receive and accept the opinion of the External Auditor for the Annual Return for the 
financial year ending 31 March 2016.  It was MOVED Cllr Dexter SECONDED Cllr Fraser 
and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

   “to receive and accept the opinion of the External Auditor for the Annual Return 
for the financial year ending 31 march 2016” 
 

  (b) Items arising from the report.  There were no arisings from the report. 
 

 79 To receive and consider the following planning applica tion  
 

  P16/V2317/FUL – Demolition of existing barn and replacement with 3 no new barn style 
dwellings, with garaging and works there to at Bradfield Grove Farm, Grove.  There were no 
objections to this planning application. 
 

 80 To receive reports from outside bodies  
 

 
 
Clerk 

 The reports from outside bodies were noted.  Following a discussion, the Clerk was asked to 
contact the IAC regarding the minutes of their AGM held on 28 June 2016 and invite them to 
a future full council meeting to give a presentation to Council 
 

 81 To consider committee reports  
 

  (a) Report of Environmental Services Committee meeting held on 13 September 2016 – Cllr 
Nunn-Price presented the report. 
 

  (b) Report of Planning Committee meeting held on 20 September 2016 – Cllr Evans 
presented the report. 
 

  (c) Report of Leisure and Recreation Committee meeting held on 27 September 2016 – Cllr 
Green presented the report. 
 

  (d) Report of Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 4 October 2016 – 
Cllr Stock presented the report. 
 

 82 To consider accounts for payments since the last me eting (Appendix 3)  
 

  It was MOVED Cllr Dexter SECONDED Cllr Fraser and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the accounts for payment for  the sum of £35,181.02 are adopted”  
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 83 Confidential matters  

 
  It was MOVED the Chairman and AGREED in accordance with Section 1 of the Public 

Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended by Section 100 of the Local 
Government Act 1972 
 

  “that the press and public be excluded from the mee ting to permit the Council to 
consider the confidential items.” 
 

The meeting closed at 8.55pm  
 
Confirmed 29 November 2016 
                                                                                                              __________________________ 
                                                                                                               Chairman 
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Appendix 1 
County Councillor’s report 
 
Update on the unitary proposals for Oxfordshire.  A discussion was held after full council last month at a 
special meeting of Performance Scrutiny where Option 6 was taken to Cabinet (combination of a devolution 
process with district/town councils).  An expression of interest has been sent to Government Minister and 
county councillors are to be updated on how we can be involved at a special meeting next month.  I shall be 
interested to hear what district councillors have to say. 

No more to report regarding bus subsidies at the moment, except to say that the current service (Thames 
Travel 32A) running towards Didcot/Harwell is well used, but the town service part which begins in Wantage 
town centre and continues to serve Grove does not seem as well patronised as it used to be.  I travelled from 
Didcot station myself on this service last Friday afternoon, so it was interesting to see the local patronage.  I 
was the only passenger from Wantage to Grove on the bus that day at around 4.30pm (on the town service 
part). 

We had a very well attended meeting regarding the future of local Children’s Centre services this afternoon 
at the church rooms, and I am hoping that we shall be able to make a business case to OCC shortly to apply 
for some funding to keep this going.  I will keep you posted, and thanks for circulating my invitation to attend 
the meeting to parish councillors. 

Highways work completed so far in Grove has been the road hump in Oxford Lane, which has been done 
using the jet patcher.  I am not convinced that this solution is going to last, but time will tell!  Meanwhile, I 
have had some complaints regarding the road surface on Mayfield Ave, which has become so bad that a 
warning notice of a bumpy road has been erected.  However, I understand from Highways that this road has 
not been put on the HAMP list despite being inspected and deemed poor! The excuse is always that there is 
not enough funding available.  I am pleased to hear the decision regarding Cane Lane that no action will be 
taken to remove the barrier after the consultation exercise with residents.  I have not heard anything further 
about the layby at Tesco’s currently being used as a loading bay for the store.  Please let me know what 
decision has been taken on this once you hear further. 

I understand the A417 is going to be closed for a couple of weekends in November to undergo carriageway 
works, I believe you have already been notified of this.  I have also heard that the A338 bridge is due to have 
traffic lights installed over a couple of forthcoming weekends whilst the old bridge is demolished.  However, I 
do not seem to have been sent any information on this so will chase up with Network Rail. 

I attended the meeting at Millbrook School regarding the plans for the new Grove Academy which was very 
well attended by parents, though I didn’t see any parish councillors there.  I understand the bid from the Vale 
MAT was being submitted at the end of September. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Z Patrick 
County Councillor for Grove 
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Appendix 2 
 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
Extra garden waste – for 2 weeks during October - leave in an open box by bin. 
 
From November 2016, if there’s a sack in the recycling bin and the crew can’t see the contents, then the bin 
won’t be emptied.  Put items in loose or in a clear sack.  This is to reduce recycling bin going to landfill 
because it’s become contaminated – often with dirty nappies. 
 
Vales new e-mail newsletter – sign up on line – www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/news-and-events/keep-me-
informed/vale-news.  To be kept informed about council services and other important local news. 
 
Car Parking – from 1 November 2016, people who wish to park and pay using a mobile can do so via a new 
system called Connect Cashless, this replaces RingGo.  Payment by cash is still available.  Register via a 
quick phone call to provide payment details; a text will be sent to you to confirm you are set up.  Whenever 
visiting a Vale car park, pay by either making a quick phone call or send a text. 
 
Grants – are open for voluntary sector organisations and not for profit organisations.  Festival and Event 
grants are open until 31/3/17.  New Homes Bonus grants are available for funding new or one-off revenue 
and capital costs – open until 7 November 2016.  Capital grants – not for profit organisations to assist with 
funding of new capital projects that benefit the community – open until 7 November 2016. 
 
Town and Parish Forum – this offers towns and parishes the opportunity to meet with other councillors, 
officers from DC and local public sector reps to discuss local issues.  The Vale forum is on 10 November 
from 6pm at the Beacon.  Registration forms and a draft agenda will be issued soon. 
 
Volunteering support – is now a corporate priority and the District Council has a commitment to increase the 
numbers of volunteers.  A workshop will be held in November for invited delegates to help the Vale District 
Council to understand how charities and groups think we can support them and increase volunteering. 
 
Election letters - have been sent to every household in the Vale to confirm details to ensure every person 
eligible to vote is registered on the electoral role.  From 17 Oct, DC officers will be phoning or visiting those 
households who have not returned their letter or confirmed their details by phone or online. 
 
Oxford’s unmet Housing needs – all districts are required to find additional housing.  The outcome for the 
Vale is better than once feared – 2,200 instead of 4000 which was predicted.  This is the lowest level of any 
district outside the city. 
 
Local Plan – Part 1 – still on track to be formally adopted by the DC in December. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Councillor J Reynolds 
District Councillor for Wantage and Grove Brook War d 
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Appendix 3 

 

COUNCIL MEETING OF 18 OCTOBER 2016 
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT FROM 6 SEPTEMBER 2016 

 
Environmental Services  Incl VAT Ex VAT  
 The Flying Press, Letcombe Brook leaflets 454.24  
 Grundon, village litter Aug 16 88.74 73.95 
 Bin It Dog Waste, 1 – 31 Aug 16 530.80 442.34 
 Thames Water, Cemetery 85.71  

 TOTAL 1,159.49  
 

 
Leisure & Recreation Committee  Incl VAT  Ex VAT  
 Came and Company, vehicle insurance 3180.89  
 LJ & CJ Cannings, ground maintenance/vehicle repairs  129.55 107.96 
 Rentokill, specialist hygiene re travellers 3975.00 3312.50 
 Postage, allotment renewals 37.95  
 Unleaded fuel 43.26 36.05 
 Savills, Wasbrough Field rent 459.00  
 Block Aid UK, concrete blocks re travellers 780.00 650.00 
 Glasdon, litter bin for MGPA 456.00 364.80 
 Returned allotment deposit MB23b 50.00  
 Returned allotment deposit MB6a 50.00  
 Returned allotment deposit MB16A 50.00  
 Smith’s DIY 41.22 34.35 
 LJ & CJ Cannings, ground maintenance items 43.82 36.52 
 Thames Water, Millbridge allotments  105.00  
 Thames Water, tractor shed 59.04  
 Falcon Signs, Cane Lane 288.76 240.63 

 TOTAL 9,749.49  
 
Chairman (Original Signed)    TOTAL EXPENDITURE £35,181.02  
 
Bank Account balances as at 13 October 2016   Reser ves Balances as at 31 March 2016 
Charity A/c   - £4,586.15  General Reserves - £190,986 
Community Directplus A/c  - £130,068.34  Specific Reserves: 
Instant Access A/c  - £0.00  FGP NP   - £20,000 
Public Sector Reserve A/c  - £243,244.38 LR Allotment deposits - £750 
Petty Cash    - £106.60   LR Future Projects - £41,306 
Queens Diamond Jubilee A/c - £0.00  ES Balancing Pond  - £7,785 
Total Cash in Bank (- Charity A/c)  £378,005.47 Tot al Reserves   £260,827 
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Finance and General Purposes Committee  Incl VAT  Ex VAT  
 BDO, external annual audit 960.00 800.00 
 Bank Charges for unpaid cheque (reimbursed) 6.00  
 Bank Charges for unpaid cheque (reimbursed) 6.00  
 Photocopier, asset protection charge 22.96 19.14 
 Opus Energy, OMH electricity 27/7-26/8 272.56 227.13 
 1 and 1 internet services 27/08-27/11 63.47 52.89 
 BT standing charges 111.52 92.84 
 Opus Energy, OMH gas 13/08-12/09 29.15 27.76 
 Unicom 22.16 18.47 
 Postage, council reception 46.75  
 Glasdon, litter bin outside OMH 456.00 364.80 
 HMRC, Sep taxes 2795.75  
 Peoples Pension, Sep contributions 622.37  
 Staff Pay, Sep 9380.97  
 VAT adviser, HMRC issue 70.35  
 Grundon, OMH waste Aug 16 170.78 142.32 
 Printer ink cartridges 22.00  
 Seldram Supplies, OMH cleaning materials 121.64 101.38 
 Came and Company, general insurance 8608.52  
 Daisy Communications, office telephone and internet  35.95 29.96 
 Paul Chapman, OMH window cleaning 50.00  
 Thames Water, OMH 247.35  
 Lyreco, stationary 149.79 144.66 

 TOTAL 24,272.04  


