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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON TUESDAY 24 JANUARY 2017 AT OLD MILL HALL, GROVE 

 
Present: Cllr J M Stock (Chairman)   Cllr A P Harker 
 Cllr W R Ackers (Vice Chairman)  Cllr K Jones 
 Cllr G Chown     Cllr J E Nunn-Price 
 Cllr S K Dexter    Cllr F D Parnell 
 Cllr W Evans     Cllr D Parry 
 Cllr T Fraser     Cllr D Rolfe 
 Cllr E Green 
 
In attendance: County Cllr Z Patrick, County and District Cllr J Hannaby.   

Mrs E Hammerton (Item 110(a) only) and Mrs Michelle Rozier (Item 111 only) 
   
Clerk: Mr G M Mundy 
 
 105 Apologies for absence  

 
  Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Cllrs LM Foster-Hill, R Pollock and I 

Weeden.  Apologies had also been received from District Cllrs C McCarthy and J Reynolds. 
 

 106 Declaration of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in r espect of items on the agenda for this 
meeting 
 

  Cllrs Dexter and Parnell both declared an interest in item 111 as Cllr Dexter is on the is on the 
Church Finance committee and Cllr Parnell is the Treasurer of the Church.  Cllrs Parnell and 
Parry both declared an interest in item 115 as Cllr Parnell is a volunteer driver and Cllr Parry 
is the nominated representative from Grove Parish Council.  Cllr Rolfe declared an interest in 
item 119(b) as he is close neighbour of the applicant. 
 

 107 To sign the minutes of the Full Council meeting hel d on 29 November  2016 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of the  meeting”  
 

 108 To sign the minutes of the  Special  Full Council meeting held on 17 January 2017  
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of the  meeting”  
 

 109 To consider matters arising from those minutes  
 

  Matters arising from the meeting held on 29 Novembe r 2016 
  

  (a) Minute 91(b) – Monks Farm Development re Cemetery.  The clerk informed the Council 
that this matter was passed to the Environmental Services committee and it was agreed 
at a committee meeting held on 6 December 2016 that the Council request the same 
amount of land arising from the Monks Farm development as the current cemetery (1.340 
acres) in order for the current cemetery to be expanded to cater for an ever-increasing 
parish population. 
 

  (b) Minute 92 – Nominated recipient for the Christmas tree carol service collection.  The Clerk 
confirmed that £133.38 had been collected during the carol service and that the Chairman 
had increased this amount to £150 from her allowance. 
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  (c) Minute 93 – OCC consultation for a 30mph speed restriction on the Monks Farm 
development.  The Clerk informed the Council that he had advised the County Council that 
there was no objection to the proposed 30mph speed restriction on the new development 
at Monks Farm.   
 

  (d) Minute 94 – BT consultation regarding the withdrawal of all public telephones in the Parish.  
The Clerk informed the Council that he had sent the consultation document to all of the 
community groups in his email address book, which includes all sports clubs, guides, 
scouts and beavers, Day Centre for the Elderly and local schools.   
 

  (e) Minute 95 – Break notice from the Vale of White Horse District Council regarding the 
playing fields/open space on Mably Way.  The Clerk informed the Council that he had 
written to all sports clubs, no adverse comments had been received.  He also informed the 
Council that this matter will be discussed at the next RUG meeting which is scheduled for 
Tuesday 7 February 2017. 
 

  (f) Minute 98 – Request from a member of staff to attend various tree felling course at a cost 
not to exceed £3,000.  The Clerk informed the Council that all of the courses have been 
booked. 
 

  (g) Minute 99, 100 and 101 – Committee draft budgets.  The Clerk informed the Council that 
the committee budgets were all approved at the Special Full Council meeting held on 
Tuesday 17 January 2017. 
 

  (h) Minute 103 – Accounts for payment re legal fees relating to the Mably Way break notice.  
The Clerk informed the Council that he has asked the District Council and is awaiting a 
response. 
 

  Matters arising from the  meeting held on 17 January 2017  
 

  (i) Minute 3,4 and 5.  The Clerk informed the Council that all comments regarding the Local 
Plan 2031 and the two consultations had been passed to the District Council planning 
policy team 
 

  (j) Minute 7 – Precept.  The Clerk informed the Council that the Precept for the amount of 
£235,379 for the 2017-18 financial year has been requested from the District Council  
 

 110 Update from Mrs Emily Hammerton (Development Manage r – Vale of White Horse 
District Council 
 

  The Chairman welcomed Mrs Hammerton to the meeting, who gave the following update 
regarding the Grove Airfield development and Planning generally: 
 

  • The District Council planning officers are in on-going discussions with Taylor Wimpey 
and Persimmon Homes South (developers of the Grove Airfield development).  She 
added that the developers are in on-going discussions with the land owners and are 
totally committed to developing the Airfield. 
  

  • District Council planning officers are currently reviewing all documents relating to the 
Grove Airfield development with a view to grant full permissions once the s106 
document has been signed by the land owners and as soon as more information 
becomes available she will inform the Clerk. 
   

  • The Local Plan Part 1 has been adopted by the District Council, therefore the district 
Council has an identified 7-year land supply. 
 

  • The District Council are trialling a new system with Faringdon Town Council whereby 
a nominated representative will be the key contact for all planning matters – updates 
will follow. 
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  Mrs Hammerton then took questions from Cllrs. 
 

  Cllr Stock asked about the Monks Farm development.  Mrs Hammerton responded and said 
that District Council planning officers are in discussion with the County Council on two key 
issues; The Northern Link Road (NLR) through Monks Farm to the Grove Airfield development 
and education provision arising from the development and the wider surrounding area. 
 

  She added that the District Council’s leisure team are also looking at the leisure provision 
arising from the Monks Farm development and how this fits in to the wider parish area.  She 
further added that they are also looking into the request from the Parish Council regarding the 
requirement to expand Grove Cemetery.   
 

  Mrs Hammerton informed the Council that Mr Stuart Walker is the Case Officer for the Monks 
Farm development. 
   

  Cllr Harker asked what has changed regarding education.  Mrs Hammerton responded and 
said that the County Council and looking into expanding current schools or considering building 
new sites. 
  

  Cllr Evans said that the idea of having Key Contacts for all planning matters is not a new idea, 
as this was the case many years ago.  Mrs Hammerton responded and said that Planning 
Officers used to have separate areas of responsibility, now there will be a Key Contact person 
for all planning matter which will allow the district Council to respond in a more effective way. 
 

  Cllr Chown said that since outline planning permission was granted in 2013 not a lot has been 
heard since.  Mrs Hammerton said that outline permission has not yet been granted to the 
developers of the Grove Airfield and will not be until the s106 agreement has been signed. 
 

  Cllr Dexter asked about the Grove Airfield working group.  Mrs Hammerton reiterated that the 
planning officers are currently working through all of the documents regarding the Grove 
Airfield development and will contact the Clerk in due course. 
  

  Cllr Dexter asked about compulsory purchase orders (CPO).  Mrs Hammerton responded and 
said that the District Council has not yet gone down that route.  She added that the District 
Council are taking the strategic approach regarding CPO. 
 

  Cllr Dexter said that the land owned by the owner who has not signed the s106 agreement is 
located well away from the Phase 1 area of the development – why not go-round it or ignore 
it.  Mrs Hammerton responded and said that she had not spoken to the developers about this. 
  

  Cllr Dexter asked about the maintenance of the green open space arising from the Grove 
Airfield development.  Mrs Hammerton responded and said that the Parish Council has signed 
a sub-agreement to take on the land which has been accepted by the District Council and the 
developers.  The sub-agreement forms part of the s106 agreement which has been partially 
signed.  This will then be sealed by the District Council once all parties have signed the s106 
agreement. 
    

  Cllr Parnell said that a Nortoft report dated 2013 highlighted inadequate leisure provision now 
in Grove and that the Monks Farm development needs to provide more leisure space.  Mrs 
Hammerton responded and suggested that Stuart Walker (Case Officer for the Monks Farm 
development) contact the Parish Council to arrange a meeting. 
  

  Cllr Nunn-Price asked about GP and health facilities and how can the Vale work with the OCCG 
to provide health facilities.  Mrs Hammerton responded and said that there will be a meeting 
this week and said that she will keep the Parish Council updated. 
  

  Cllr Parry asked about Wasbrough Field.  The clerk responded and said that he is meeting 
with Mr Wasbrough’s land agents on 2 February 2017 to discuss Wasbrough Field.  The Clerk 
said that he would pass on any information that he could to the District Council. 
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  Cllr Dexter said that the Parish Council has received £40k from s106 monies to develop a new 
MUGA (on land which is owned by the District Council at Westbrook), the Clerk has asked the 
District Council to transfer the land into the Parish Council’s ownership, but has not received 
an answer.  Mrs Hammerton responded and said that she would chase this up. 
   

  There being no further questions, the Chairman thanked Mrs Hammerton for attending the 
meeting.  Mrs Hammerton left the meeting. 
  

 111 Presentation from Mrs Michelle Rozier regarding loc al Children’s centres in Grove  
 

  The Chairman introduced and welcomed Mrs Michelle Rozier to the meeting.  Mrs Rozier gave 
a presentation regarding the closure of Children’s Centres in Grove and Wantage.  She spoke 
about the importance of the centres for young mums, the current and ever increasing need for 
the Centres. 
  

  Following the presentation, the Clerk said that he would forward to Mrs Rozier (via County Cllr 
Patrick) details of grant funding available from the Parish Council.  The Chairman thanked Mrs 
Rozier for attending the meeting. 
 

 112 To receive County and District Councillor reports  
 

  (a) County Councillor report.  County Cllr Patrick gave a verbal report on County Council 
matters.  A written report is attached as Appendix 1. 
 

  (b) District Councillor report.  County and District Cllr Hannaby spoke about Day Centres and 
the amalgamation of two Tier 1 Day Centres in Wantage.  She said that the day centre in 
Grove is Tier 2 and would have to apply for grants for funding.   
 

  (c) The clerk read out an email from District Cllr Reynolds as follows: “The District Council are 
considering how the County Council’s proposal of one new unitary Authority will impact on 
communities and parishes”.  He added “the District Council has published on its website 
the location whereby residents can purchase clear bin bags for recyclable waste.  In 
Wantage, clear bags can be purchased from Waitrose and Sainsbury’s”. 
 

 113 To receive questions from the public  
 

  No questions were asked. 
 

 114 To receive Council Chairman communications  
 

  (a) Correspondence from King Alfred’s Academy regarding the annual grant to the Sweatbox.  
The correspondence was noted. 
 

  (b) Oxfordshire County Council’s ‘One Oxfordshire’ document regarding Unitary Authority.  
The document was noted. 
 

  (c) Use of private email accounts by Cllrs for Council business – Freedom of Information 
requests.  The Clerk read out an email from the OALC regarding the use of private email 
accounts by Cllrs for Council business.  The email read as follows “that only those emails 
which relate to the Freedom of Information request need to be produced and not the entire 
content of Cllrs email folders as was first thought”. 
  

 115 Special application for grant aid from the Wantage Independent Advice Centre (WIAC)  
 

  The Clerk informed the Council that he had received an application from the WIAC.  The cover 
letter stated that when they received the application form from the Clerk in November 2016, 
they assumed that it would be considered in the 2016/17 financial year.  The Clerk 
subsequently informed them that the grants for that year had been paid in April and October 
of that year. 
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  The WIAC subsequently asked if they could submit a special application to be considered 
tonight. 
 

  A discussion ensued whereby it was MOVED Cllr Dexter and SECONDED Cllr Green and 
RESOLVED six in favour, 2 against and 5 abstentions 
 

 
Clerk 

 “to award the WIAC the sum of £3,000 (£2,000 from t he current budget and £1,000 from 
General Reserves). 
 

  s142 of the local Government Act 1972 refers 
 

  It was also MOVED Cllr Nunn-Price and SECONDED Cllr Ackers and RESOLVED nine in 
favour two against and two abstentions 
 

Clerk  “to look into the process of granting aid in future  years”  
 

 116 Correspondence and mapping from the Vale of White H orse District Council regarding 
the Community Governance Review (CGR) into parish b oundaries 
 

  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Parnell SECONDED Cllr Evans and RESOLVED 
unanimously 
 

 
Clerk 

 “that the Parish Council agrees with the written wo rds in the justification but not with 
the mapping”  
 

 117 DRAFT schedule of meetings for 2017 -18 as prepared by the Clerk  
 

  Cllr Parnell suggested and it was agreed that all meetings cycles are six weeks in duration.  
He added that the last meeting scheduled for 2017 is the Planning committee to be held on 19 
December 2017. 
  

 
Clerk 

 The Clerk was asked to re-distribute the schedule of meetings once the changes have been 
made. 
 

 118 To receive reports from outside bodies  
 

  The reports were noted. 
 

 119 Consideration of planning applications  
 

  (a) P17/V0022/HH – proposed two storey side extension at 10 Vicarage Close, Grove, OX12 
7NS – There were no objections. 
 

  (b) P17/V0059/HH – proposed combined conservatory and utility room to the side of the 
dwelling at 1 Linden Crescent, Grove, OX12 7NB – There were no objections. 
 

 120 To consider committee reports  
 

  (a) Report of Environmental Services Committee meeting held on 6 December 2016 – Cllr 
Nunn-Price presented the report. 
 

  (b) Report of Leisure and Recreation Committee meeting held on 3 January 2017 – Cllr Dexter 
presented the report. 
 

  (d) Report of Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 10 January 2017 – 
Cllr Stock presented the report. 
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 121 To consider accounts for payments since the last me eting (Appendix 2) 

 
  It was MOVED Cllr Fraser SECONDED Cllr Dexter and RESOLVED unanimously 

 
  “that the accounts for payment for the sum of £3 1,801.68 are adopted”  

 
 122 Confidential matters  

 
  It was MOVED the Chairman and AGREED in accordance with Section 1 of the Public Bodies 

(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended by Section 100 of the Local Government Act 
1972 
 

  “that the press and public be excluded from the mee ting to permit the Council to 
consider the confidential items.” 
 

 
 
The meeting closed at 9.08pm  
 
Confirmed: 7 March 2017 
                                                                                                              __________________________ 
                                                                                                              Chairman 
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Appendix 1 
 

County Councillor’s report 
 
Update on the unitary proposals for Oxfordshire. I think you have all been sent a news report on the latest 
document putting together our latest proposals.  There are plans for drop-in sessions at the local libraries on 
4th and 7th February in the afternoon, to give the public an opportunity to take part. 
 
We continue to work hard locally on the plans for the future of our local Children’s Centre.  Michelle has 
presented our business case which has gone to the OCC panel which decides on the funding of the £1M 
Transition fund.  We are hoping to find out officially if our bid has been successful, but we have been told that 
we do need to demonstrate that we have been taking part in local fundraising.  Any contributions from parish 
and town councils is part of this, and we are hoping to put a case to Wantage Town Council shortly, once we 
know more. 
 
I have just heard today that some work on Mayfield Ave carriageway is to start shortly, though I do not have 
more details on this yet.  I shall update you next time, though I am sure that residents will know before I do 
about what work has been completed.  As you know, this has been a long running saga as Highways struggle 
for more funding.  I am sure that money will be even more scarce as the budgets are finalised at County Hall 
over the next week or so.  Our full Council meeting to decide this will be on February 14th, but the Cabinet 
proposals have already been agreed this afternoon.  It is unlikely that any amendments will be agreed, but we 
can only wait and see. 
 
I am happy to finish my report here and take questions, as I know you have a busy agenda to get on with. 
 
 
Councillor Z Patrick 
County Councillor for Grove 
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Appendix 2 

 

 
COUNCIL MEETING 24 JANUARY 2017 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT FROM 25 NOVEMBER 2016-19 JANUARY 2017 
 
 
 

Environmental Services  Incl VAT  Ex VAT  
 Thames Water, Cemetery water Aug-Nov 16 66.86  
 Bin-It Dog Waste Solutions, Dog bin service Nov 16 + 2 bins 1068.41 890.34 
 Grundon, Refuse collection November 16 88.34 73.62 
 Bin-It Dog Waste Solutions, Dog bin service December 16 563.99 469.99 

 TOTAL 1787.60  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 – 1  
 

Finance and General Purposes Committee  Incl VAT  Ex VAT  
 Paul Chapman, OMH window cleaning Nov 16 50.00  
 Swift, Photocopier copies 08/16-11/16 30.26 25.22 
 Cathedral Leasing, Sanitary bins annual fee 92.98 77.48 
 Seton, OMH vacuum cleaners 224.34 177.00 
 Unicom, OMH phoneline Nov 16 22.16 18.47 
 Opus Energy, OMH gas Oct-Nov 16 261.38 217.82 
 Falcon Signs, New signage 190.69 158.91 
 Peopletime, Payroll support July-Sep 16 236.66 197.22 
 Lyreco, stationery & stamps 68.04 65.87 
 Wantage & Grove, Twinning Association, Gifts  102.98  
 Sweatbox, Grant 10000.00  
 Thames Valley Neighbourhood Watch, 10 x NHW signs 50.00  
 Chairman’s Christmas meal contribution 50.00  
 Smiths DIY, OMH maintenance materials 32.32 26.93 
 Grundon,OMH Refuse collection November 16 + 2 new bins 500.21 416.84 
 Co-Op, Chairmans Drinks 57.80 47.10 
 Cartridge UK, Printer ink cartridges 14.50  
 Unicom, OMH phoneline Dec 16 22.16 18.47 
 1&1 Internet Ltd, Hosting premium 11/16-02/17 55.08 45.90 
 Opus Energy, OMH Electricity Oct-Nov 16 306.25 255.21 
 Dynorod, OMH blocked female toilets 156.00 130.00 

 Opus Energy, OMH Gas Nov-Dec 16 288.71 240.59 
 Peopletime, December salary 9330.86  

 Gary Bryne, OMH redecoration 2600.00  
 Wantage Silver Band, Charity Carol service 70.00  
 Andrew Marsden, HMRC advice 45.00  
 Executive Alarms, 6 x emergency lights OMH 864.00 720.00 
 Daisy, Office Phone  62.87 51.95 
 BT, Call charges 111.52 92.94 
 Paul Chapman, OMH window cleaning Jan 17 50.00  
 Seldram Supplies, OMH & GPC cleaning supplies 186.71 155.60 
 Grovelands Preschool, Xmas carol collection 150.00  
 Opus Energy, OMH electricity Nov-Dec 16 301.91 251.59 
 Seton, Signs for CCTV 89.10 74.25 
 Grove Plumbing, Leak in OMH ladies toilet 90.00  

 TOTAL 26764.49  
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Leisure & Recreation Committee  Incl VAT  Ex VAT  
 T Burns, Allotment deposit refund 50.00  
 Thames Water, allotment water Aug-Nov 16 20.90  
 LJ Cannings, ground maintenance items 26.74 22.28 
 TVE, Breaker hire ½ day 24.30 20.25 
 LJ Cannings, ground maintenance items 12.32 10.27 
 Millhill Tools Ltd, Hedgecutter attachment 225.60 188.00 
 Charlton Park GC, Maintenance items 69.38  
 Wantage Builders Merchants, Maintenance items 41.01 34.17 
 Savills, Wasbrough Field Rent 12/16-03/17 459.00  
 Grove RFC, grant for refurb of clubhouse heating 1491.00  
 Castle water, tractor shed water 46.55  
 LJ Cannings, ground maintenance items 484.24 403.54 
 Smiths DIY, maintenance materials 95.23 81.01 

 Winchester Garden Machinery, Tree work materials 203.32 169.43 
 TOTAL 3249.59  

 
 
 
 
Chairman  (Original Signed)    TOTAL EXPENDITURE £31,801.68  
 
 
 
 
Bank Account balances as at 19 January 2017   Reser ves Balances as at 31 March 2016 
 
Charity A/c   - £4,613.67  General Reserves - £190,986 
 
Community Directplus A/c  - £49,346   Specific Reserves: 
Instant Access A/c  - £0.00   
Public Sector Reserve A/c  - £243,389.72 FGP NP   - £20,000 
Petty Cash    - £216.80   LR Allotment deposits - £750 
Queens Diamond Jubilee A/c - £0.00  LR Future Projects - £41,306 

ES Balancing Pond  - £7,785 
 
Total Cash in Bank (- Charity A/c)  £292,952.52 Tot al Reserves   £260,827 
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