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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON 26 JULY 2016 AT OLD MILL HALL, GROVE 

 
Present: Cllr J M Stock (Chairman)   Cllr E Green 
 Cllr W R Ackers (Vice Chairman)  Cllr A Harker 
 Cllr G Chown     Cllr K Jones 
 Cllr S K Dexter    Cllr J E Nunn-Price 
 Cllr W Evans     Cllr D Rolfe 
 Cllr T Fraser 
 
In attendance: County & District Cllr J Hannaby, District Cllr B Mabbett 
  
Clerk: Mr G M Mundy 
 

 35 Apologies for absence  
 

  Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Councillors L M Foster-Hill, F D 
Parnell, D Parry, R Pollock and I Weeden.  Apologies for absence had also been received 
from County Cllr Z Patrick, District Cllrs C McCarthy and J Reynolds. 
 

 36 Declaration of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in r espect of items on the agenda for 
this meeting 
 

  No declarations were given at this time. 
 

 37 To sign the minutes of the Full Council meeting hel d on 19 April 2016  
 

  Cllr Nunn-Price informed the Council that the word ‘committee’ should be replaced with the 
word ‘Council’ in item 34. 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes as amended be signed as a true re cord of the meeting”  
 

 38 To consider matters arising from those minutes  
 

  (a) Minute 25 Change of committee membership for Cllr Foster-Hill from the Leisure and 
Recreation committee to the Planning committee.  The Clerk informed the Council that 
he has amended the committee membership list and re-issued the sheet. 

 
  (b) Minute 27 Possible re-location (or other suggestion) of the Cane Lane road barrier.  The 

Clerk informed the Council that this matter would be discussed under item 43 on the 
agenda.   
 

  (c) Minute OCC Unitary workshop held on 29 June 2016.  The Clerk informed the Council 
that the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Cllr Nunn-Price, Pollock and Rolfe attended this 
event.  The Chairman will give a short report under item 42(b) on the agenda.   
 

  (d) Minute 29 Changes to the District Council’s constitution – Planning Scheme of 
Delegation.  The Clerk informed the Council that this matter would be further discussed 
under item 42(a) on the agenda. 
 

  (e) Minute 31 2 x planning applications.  The Clerk informed the Council that the agreed 
objections have been submitted to the local planning authority and that the developers 
for the application for 75 dwellings had responded with the following answers:   
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   • Parking 
Insufficient parking for the flats/apartments shown – the scheme has been considered 
by the County Council who have confirmed that both allocated and unallocated 
parking levels are in compliance with the District parking standards SPG and are 
therefore acceptable.  We are addressing other issues they have raised in respect of 
the relationship of parking to pedestrian movement (reducing build-outs and widening 
the shared surface spaces), but feel the level of proposed parking for the apartments 
and the scheme, as a whole is appropriate.  6No. visitor spaces are also provided 
within the setting of the blocks, as indicated on the site layout, and the required 
amount of cycle parking for the apartments is also provided within the proposed cycle 
stores. 

 
   • Scale of Dwellings 

Criticism of the use of 3-storey and 2½-storey buildings within the site  – the scheme’s 
design and layout were subject to discussion with the District Council’s Planning and 
Urban Design Officers prior to submission.  We were all keen to carry forward the 
same design approach taken, and approved, in the earlier phase to the south 
(Application Ref: P15/V0978/RM).  This included the use of 2½ and 3-storey elements 
as focal buildings and to add interest and variety to the street scenes.  Their use is 
minimised within the latest scheme however, though the scheme should be read in 
the context of the wider masterplan which will see development on land to the north of 
our site (the Williams site) such that the scheme is not rural edge but part of a wider 
development proposal.  For this reason, and insofar as the design concept was 
supported in the earlier phase, and with the same elevational and material treatment 
proposed, we do not see these units as out of character or not in keeping with 
committed development. 

 
   • Provision for Access to the Williams Development 

Lack of through access between the development and the proposed Williams 
development to the north – as we remain unclear on timescales for the delivery of (I 
believe outline planning permission has yet to be granted), we took a view that the 
submission scheme need not show potential connection points on the layout, though 
we did confirm in the submission that there would be the ability for unfettered access 
to the boundary for vehicular and pedestrian linkages to the northern land when 
required. Our amended proposals (see attached) however now show these potential 
links; one vehicular access following the main route through from the earlier phase 
and the approved northern link road; and one dedicated pedestrian point of 
connection to the northeast which would follow a desire line again through from the 
earlier phase and providing convenient linkages through to/from Station Road. 

 
 39 To receive questions from the public  

 
  No members of the public were present. 

 
 40 To receive County and District Councillor reports  

 
  (a) County Councillor report.  County Cllr Hannaby gave a short verbal report on County 

Council matters.  No written report has been received. 
 

  (b) District Councillor report.  District Cllr Mabbett gave a verbal report.  A copy of the report 
is attached at appendix 1.  
 

 41 To receive any updates on the Grove Airfield Devel opment  
 

  The Clerk informed the Council that no progress had yet been made regarding the Grove 
Airfield Development. 
  

 42 To receive Council Chairman communications  
 

  (a) Response from the Vale of White Horse District Council regarding the Planning Scheme 
of Delegation.  The response from the Vale of White Horse District Council was noted. 
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  (b) Report regarding the recently held OCC ‘Unitary’ Workshop on 29 June 2016.  The 
Chairman informed the Council that she had attended this event with other parish 
Councillors.  She said that the event was poorly attended, and added that OCC have 
accepted that they need to listen to the views of town and parish councils. 
 

  (c) OALC AGM.  The Chairman informed the Council that both she and Cllr Ackers had 
attended this event on 4 July 2016.  The minutes of this meeting will be published and 
distributed in due course. 
  

  (d) Town and Parish Forum.  The Chairman informed the Council that both she and Cllr 
Ackers had attended this event on 7 July 2016.  The report of the Forum will be 
published and distributed in due course. 
  

  (e) Training ground floodlights.  Cllr Dexter informed the Council that he had attended a 
recent meeting with Matthew Barber (Leader of the Vale of White Horse District Council) 
regarding the training pitch facilities in Grove. 
   

   He had informed Mr Barber, that because of the very high use of the training pitch by 
Grove Rugby Club, Grove Rangers FC and Grove Challengers FC, and bad weather in 
the autumn/winter months the training pitch is frequently placed out of bounds by the 
Parish Council and that there is an ever increasing need for portable floodlights so the 
user clubs can maximise the use of other areas for training. 
  

   Cllr Dexter informed the Council that he had discussed the possibility of the District 
Council loaning £10,000 to pay for portable floodlights.  Cllr Dexter added that he had not 
yet spoken to the Rugby Club and that he approached the District Council as a resident 
of Grove, and not in his capacity as a Parish Councillor, nor as a member of the Rugby 
Club. 
  

   A discussion ensued whereby the Clerk informed the Council that it’s own Financial 
Regulations allowed for the Council to grant an interest free loan should it so wish. 
 

   Cllr Fraser said that he agreed with the Clerk’s suggestion of an interest free loan. 
 

   Cllr Ackers said that there had been ‘history’ between the Rugby Club and Football Clubs 
in the past regarding sharing facilities. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

  A further discussion ensued where it was agreed that Cllr Dexter may continue to talk 
with the District Council and the Rugby Club and that this matter is added to the agenda 
of the next Full Council meeting. 
 

 43 DRAFT document for the Grove Community News regardi ng the Cane Lane barrier  
 

  The Clerk informed the Council that the deadline for the September issue of the Community 
News was on Monday 8 August 2016.   
  

 
Clerk 

 Following a discussion where various amendments were tabled it was agreed that an 
amended version is sent to all Parish Councillors for approval. 
 

 44 To receive reports from outside bodies  
 

  The reports from outside bodies were noted. 
 

 45 To consider committee reports  
 

  (a) Report of Environmental Services Committee meeting held on 21 June 2016 – Cllr Nunn-
Price presented the report. 
 

  (b) Report of Planning Committee meeting held on 19 July 2016 – Cllr Evans presented the 
report. 
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  (c) Report of Leisure and Recreation Committee meeting held on 5 July 2016 – Cllr Dexter 
presented the report. 
 

  (d) Report of Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 12 July 2016 – Cllr 
Stock presented the report. 
 

 46 To consider accounts for payments since the last me eting (Appendix 2)  
 

  It was MOVED Cllr Dexter SECONDED Cllr Fraser and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the accounts for payment for the sum of £16,1 36.09 are adopted”  
 

 47 Confidential matters  
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and AGREED in accordance with Section 1 of the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended by Section 100 of the Local 
Government Act 1972 
 

  “that the press and public be excluded from the mee ting to permit the Council to 
consider the confidential items.” 
 

 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.41pm  
 
Confirmed 6 September 2016 
                                                                                                              __________________________ 
                                                                                                               Chairman 
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UNADOPTED 

Appendix 1 
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
Five Councils contract update 
 
The contract that will save the Vale of White Horse District Council £1 Million a year and is on track to being 
handed over to Capita and VINCI on 1st August.  The only exception to this is that we’re going to put back 
the launch of the new system for people to pay for their car parking by phone by a month, until 1 September. 
 
A benefit of doing this is that it gives us bit more time to let people know the change is taking place, but in 
the meantime people can continue to use the existing RingGo system as normal. 
 
Devolution/unitary councils update 
 
We need to understand how the recent changes in the government may affect our proposals for devolution 
and local government re-organisation. 
 
Following discussions with civil servants, all Oxfordshire councils - including the county – are now working 
together to establish whether we can agree a way forward and build on the work all parties have done so far. 
 
We’ve postponed publication of the PWC and Grant Thornton studies, and plans for consultation are now on 
hold until further notice. 
 
Changes to cabinet 
 
Following Wednesday's council meeting there have been several changes to cabinet member 
responsibilities: 
 
• Matthew Barber - Leader; Devolution; Corporate Strategy 
• Roger Cox - Deputy Leader; Planning (Policy and DM) 
• Robert Sharp - Finance; Corporate Services Contract 
• Mike Murray - Regeneration; Economic Development; Property 
• Elaine Ware - Housing; Environmental Health 
• Charlotte Dickson - Leisure; Parks & Grounds Maintenance; Waste 
• Eric Batts - Legal and democratic; community safety; HR, IT & technical services 
 
Grove Airfield Update 
 
As you might imagine, there isn’t any progress on the airfield development. 
 
Better find Dory 
 
This summer our leisure centre contractors GLL are linking up with Disney to offer children's swimming 
sessions inspired by Finding Dory, the sequel to Finding Nemo, which hits cinemas next week. 
 
The first 50,000 children across the UK who attend three sessions will receive a Finding Dory branded 
swimming bag and they also have the chance to win a £250 prize bundle. 
 
Sessions are available at Didcot, Thame, Wantage and Abbey Meadow.  To find out more see GLL's 
Finding Dory page . 
 
 
Cllr B Mabbett 
District Councillor for Grove 
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COUNCIL MEETING OF 26 JULY 16 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT FROM 10 JUNE-21 JULY 2016 
 
Environmental Services  Incl VAT  Ex VAT  
 Oxford Cartographers, Grove & Wantage Route maps 1597.00  
 Grundon, Tractor shed bin service May 16 102.56  
 Grundon, Tractor shed bin service June 16 164.65 137.20 
 Bin-It Dog Waste Solutions, June dog bin service 530.80 442.34 

 TOTAL 2395.01  
 

 
Leisure & Recreation Committee  Incl VAT  Ex VAT  
 Butler Fuels, Diesel 500L 326.76 311.20 
 LJ & CA Cannings, Maintenance materials 101.65  
 UK Fuels, Unleaded 86.44 72.03 
 Savills, Wasbrough Field rent  459.00  
 LJ & CA Cannings, Maintenance materials 364.29 303.57 
 Smiths DIY, Maintenance materials 9.54  
 UK Fuels, Unleaded & annual card charge 63.78 53.15 

 TOTAL 1411.46  
 
 
Chairman  (Original Signed)    TOTAL EXPENDITURE £16,136.09 
 
 
Bank Account balances as at 21 July 2016   Reserves  Balances as at 31 March 2016 
 
Charity A/c   - £4,552.90  General Reserves - £190,986 
Community Directplus A/c - £34,615.61  Specific Reserves 
Instant Access A/c  - £0.00   
Public Sector Reserve A/c - £293,244.38 FGP NP  - £20,000 
Petty Cash    - £248.00  LR Allotment deposits - £750 
Queens Diamond Jubilee A/c - £0.00  LR Future Projects - £41,306 

ES Balancing Pond  - £7,785 
 

Total Cash in Bank (- Charity A/c) £328,107.99 Tota l Reserves    
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Finance and General Purposes Committee  Incl VAT  Ex VAT  
 RJS (IA) Ltd, Internal audit 15/16 1044.60  

 Grundon, OMH bins service May 16 102.56  

 D Guest, PAT testing OMH 47.00  

 Office staff pay for June 16 4854.14  

 Outdoor staff pay for June 16 4759.39  

 Opus Energy, Electricity OMH April-May 16 200.32 166.93 

 Daisy communications, line rental 35.94 29.95 

 Cartridge UK, Printer cartridges 18.00  

 1&1 Internet, Website hosting fee 27/5/16-27/8/16 55.08 45.90 

 BT, Office phone & line rental Mar-Jun 16 111.52 92.94 

 Unicom, OMH landline June 16 22.16 18.47 

 Siemens, Photocopier asset protection charge 22.96 19.14 

 Opus Energy, Gas OMH May-Jun 16 51.46 49.01 

 Charlton Park GC, OMH planting 18.98  

 Smiths DIY, OMH Maintenance materials 0.83  

 Refund to June Stock, Decanter for Twinning 342.00 273.60 

 SLCC, Resit fees E McKivitt CiLCA,  125.00  

 Grundon, Tractor OMH bin service June 16 164.65 137.20 

 J Stock, Mileage 29 miles 19.30  

 GHS Grant 200.00  

 Seldram Supplies, OMH Cleaning materials/GPC black bags 133.73 111.45 

 TOTAL 12329.62  


