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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON 6 SEPTEMBER 2016 AT OLD MILL HALL, GROVE 

 
Present: Cllr J M Stock (Chairman)   Cllr A P Harker 
 Cllr W R Ackers (Vice Chairman)  Cllr J E Nunn-Price (part meeting) 
 Cllr G Chown     Cllr F D Parnell 
 Cllr W Evans     Cllr D Parry 
 Cllr L M Foster-Hill    Cllr R Pollock 
 Cllr T Fraser     Cllr I Weeden 
 Cllr E Green      
 
In attendance: County Cllr Z Patrick, District Cllr B Mabbett 
 Mr Simon Spiers (Chief Executive of the Vale Academy Trust (VAT), Mrs Jane Ratcliffe 

(Head Teacher Millbrook Primary School and Mr Pete Hughes (Herald Series 
Newspapers)  

  
Clerk: Mr G M Mundy 
 

 48 Apologies for absence  
 

  Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Councillors S K Dexter, K Jones and 
D Rolfe.  Apologies for absence had also been received from County and District Cllr J 
Hannaby, District Cllrs C McCarthy and J Reynolds. 
 

 49 Declaration of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in r espect of items on the agenda for 
this meeting 
 

  No declarations were given at this time. 
 

 50 To sign the minutes of the Full Council meeting hel d on 26 July 2016  
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of the  meeting”  
 

 51 To consider matters aris ing from those minutes  
 

  (a) Minute 42(e) Training ground floodlights.  The Clerk read out an email from Cllr Dexter 
which stated that he had not hear anything back from any of the sports clubs nor the 
District Council regarding grant funding portable floodlights. 
  

  (b) Minute 43 DRAFT document for the Grove Community News regarding the Cane Lane 
barrier.  The Clerk informed the Council that the agreed consultation proforma has been 
published in the Grove Community News and to-date there had been 18 responses. 
 

 
Cllr Nunn-Price arrived 

 
 52 To receive Mr Simon Spiers  (Chief Executive V AT) 

 
  Mr Spiers thanked the Chairman for allowing him speak to the Council and introduced Mrs 

Ratcliffe.  Mr Spiers informed the Council that because of the increase in housing 
developments in and around Grove and Wantage there is an increasing demand for both 
Primary and Secondary school places. 
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  Mr Spiers informed that Council that the current situation could not continue and to that end 
the VAT will apply to the Department for Education for a new free school to be located in 
Grove.  He said that the school will cater for 2 years – 16 years.  He added that the new free 
school would be for up to 1000 pupils with no sixth form and students from the new free 
school who wanted to attend further education would be invited to join King Alfred’s sixth 
form. 
 

  Mr Spiers emphasised that the new free school would be an important part of the Grove 
community.  He said that the application had to be submitted to the Department for 
Education by the end of September 2016 and he hope that it would start to receive year 1 
reception and year 7 students by September 2019 and be fully enrolled by 2025.  He added 
that the new free school would have its own head teacher, but would benefit from being part 
of the VAT by sharing back room functions. 
 

  Mrs Ratcliffe informed the Council that the education world is becoming more than ever 
challenging and that the strong ethos of leadership and support that she receives from the 
VAT is invaluable. 
 

  Mr Spiers said that the detail like; is it going to be a religious school or not, uniforms, length 
of the school day had yet to be decided.  He added that this a VAT application and not an 
application from King Alfred’s Academy.  He informed the Council that there would be a 
public consultation event on 26 September at Millbrook School. 
 

  Cllr Harker said that if the application is due to be submitted at the end of September, is that 
enough time to consult? 
 
Mr Spiers responded and said that the applications only opened on 1 September and that 
this was the first opportunity to speak to the local councils. 
 

  Cllr Harker asked what the length of period will be from the submission of the application 
to the second stage? 
 
Mr Spiers responded and said it would be a year. 
 

  Cllr Harker asked where the location of the school will be and what happens if the Grove 
Airfield Development and Crab Hill development are not built? 
 
Mr Spiers responded and said that according to Oxfordshire County Council figures Primary 
school places will increase from 2500 to 3400 and Secondary school places will increases 
from 1800 to 2500 all by 2023.  He said that not building new schools is not an option and 
that the remit of finding a suitable location for a new school is that of the Department for 
Education and not the applicant. 
 

  Cllr Parnell asked if this new school was an extension of King Alfred’s Academy? 
 
Mr Spiers responded and said No, the new free school would be totally separate – much like 
Millbrook Primary School in Grove. 
 

  Cllr Foster-Hill asked what are the other schools currently in the Vale Academy Trust? 
 
Mr Spiers referred Cllr Foster-Hill to the Trust’s website. 
 

  Cllr Pollock asked what input has come from Grove? 
 

  Mr Spiers responded and said that he has met with Oxfordshire County Council officers, met 
with the head teacher of Millbrook Primary School, there will be a leaflet drop to every 
household in Grove, meeting with the Parish Council tonight and there is the event on 26 
September at Millbrook School. 
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  Cllr Evans asked if King Alfred’s was empire building and asked if the new school would be 
called King Alfred’s (North). 
  

  Mr Spiers responded and said that the application form states Grove Academy and that the 
new school would be a standalone school supported by the Trust. 
 

  Cllr Nunn-Price asked why go down the free school route and what involvement is there with 
Special Educational Needs (SEN) and what experience do you have with 2 plus year entry? 
 
Mr Spiers responded and said that it was through utter frustration of lack spaces for school 
children that the application will be submitted.  He said that there had been a rise in general 
issues and it would be better to start children off on one site at the age of 2 years rather than 
4 years.  Regarding experience with SEN, Mr Spiers said that Will Harvey is an Assistant 
head teacher with responsibility for SEN and he already works with Fitzwaryn SEN School 
despite them being part of a different trust. 
 

  Cllr Pollock said that the plan for a 2 to 16-year form school is not the usual format! 
 
Mr Spiers responded and said that the Vale Academy Trust wanted to move away from the 
barrier of having separate schools and would therefore be better for the children to have 
them under ‘one roof’. 
 

  There being no further questions the Chairman thanked Mr Spiers and Mrs Ratcliffe for 
attending and they left the meeting.  Mr Hughes left the meeting shortly after. 
 

   
 53 To receive questions from the public  

 
  No members of the public were present. 

 
 54 To receive County and District Councillor reports  

 
  (a) County Councillor report.  County Cllr Patrick gave a verbal report on County Council 

matters.  A written report is attached as Appendix 1. 
 

  (b) District Councillor report.  District Cllr Mabbett gave a verbal report.  A written report is 
attached as Appendix 2.  
 

 55 To receive any updates on the Grove Airfield Develo pment  
 

  The Clerk informed the Council that he had received an email update from Cathie Scotting 
explaining that whilst no meetings had recently taken place between the developers of the 
Grove Airfield Development and the planning authority, an update should be forthcoming by 
the end of September 2016. 
  

 56 To receive Council Chairman com munications  
 

  There were no Chairman’s communications. 
 

 57 Letter of thanks from Mr Roger Williams (Chairman o f the organising committee for 
the Grove and Wantage Extravaganza 

   
  The letter was noted. 

 
 58 Renewal of the Council’s General Insuranc e Policy  

 
  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Nunn-Price SECONDED Cllr Fraser and 

RESOLVED unanimously  
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  “to accept the renewal quote from Came and Company of ££8,608.52 for the Council’s 
General Insurance Policy” 
 

 59 Parish Council  reception 2016 – Guest List  
 

  The Parish Council reception guest list was agreed. 
 

 60 To receive and consider the following planning appl ications  
   

 (a) P16/V2062/HH – Proposed single storey front extension at 8 Broadmarsh Close,  
Grove.  Following a discussion, it was agreed that there was no objection to this  
Application. 
 

 (b) P16/V1761/FUL – Erection of a general purpose store with apron on land off Cow 
Lane (part of Bradfield Grove Farm.  Following a discussion, it was agreed that 
there was no objection to this application. 
 

 

 61 To receive reports from outside bodies  
 

  The reports from outside bodies were noted. 
 

 62 To consider committee reports  
 

  (a) Report of Environmental Services Committee meeting held on 2 August 2016 – Cllr 
Nunn-Price presented the report. 
 

  (b) Report of Planning Committee meeting held on 9 August 2016 – Cllr Evans presented 
the report. 
 

  (c) Report of Leisure and Recreation Committee meeting held on 16 August 2016 – Cllr 
Green presented the report. 
 

  (d) Report of Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 23 August 2016 – 
Cllr Stock presented the report. 
 

 63 To consider accounts for payments since the last me eting (Appendix 3) 
 

  It was MOVED Cllr Parnell SECONDED Cllr Fraser and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the accounts for payment for the sum of £ 47,137.36 are adopted”  
 

 64 Confidential matters  
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and AGREED in accordance with Section 1 of the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended by Section 100 of the Local 
Government Act 1972 
 

  “that the press and public be excluded from the mee ting to permit the Council to 
consider the confidential items.” 
 

The meeting closed at 9.15pm  
 
Confirmed 18 October 2016 
                                                                                                              __________________________ 
                                                                                                               Chairman 
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Appendix 1 
County Councillor’s report 
 
First, of all an update on the unitary proposals for Oxfordshire, just in case you haven’t read some of the 
articles in the press.  Before there was any agreement between the districts and the county councils after the 
publication of two reports which had cost taxpayers £200k, the city council declared the idea was now ‘dead 
in the water’.  Of course, this then only inflamed the situation worse, so the County Council has now decided 
that next week’s council day, we shall spend the afternoon debating this and the two reports at a special 
meeting of the Performance Scrutiny committee.  This will then make a recommendation to Cabinet which 
will then go to the next council meeting.  I am, like many residents, increasingly frustrated by this ongoing 
saga, and fear that it will run and run until the district councils have their own way.  Meanwhile more budgets 
are cut and there is still no funding to maintain vital services. 
 
Since bus subsidies were withdrawn in July, public transport officers have been working hard with the current 
bus companies to try to come to a solution.  Unfortunately, not once size fits all, and although there are now 
some improvements to some of the longer distance services (for example, Grove now has a service onwards 
to the Harwell campus and Didcot), some of the shorter routes on the shopper services have had to be 
discontinued.  However, I have discussed the current situation with passengers using the services in the 
village, and they are currently happy that they have their continued services, if not now serving a longer 
distance than before.  There may be some more services to come as new routes are called upon to serve 
new housing developments.  Meanwhile at the county council, I am pushing yet again, for cross-ticketing 
solutions for this area, so that people do not have to keep buying a new ticket when they change bus 
companies on route 
 
As I reported last time regarding the local Children’s Centre for Grove, again, the latest situation is that we 
held a meeting in August with current users of the service, and despite the school holidays there was a good 
turnout of local mums.  People told us the services they most valued, and this was mostly mums with young 
babies who appreciated meeting up with their young babies and getting support for breastfeeding and health 
visitors.   We hope to feed this back at our next meeting later this week on 8th September, and again, you 
would be very welcome to join us if you wished. We have been told there is grant funding available to apply 
for to continue services beyond March 2017 once we have established a business case. 
 
Highways work which has now been completed since I met the Area Steward in the summer, was the white 
lines refresh at the junction with Churchward Close, by Pound Green, works to refresh the holes at the 
Recreation Ground layby, which was just completed in the nick of time for the Grove Extravaganza after I 
had pushed for this to happen, and some works have been completed alongside brook at the bridge at The 
Green.  However, I am still awaiting news as to what will happen on Oxford Lane as a result of one the road 
traffic bumps being restored too high after the gas works were done some years ago.  One of the residents is 
suffering from increased noise and nuisance.  Unfortunately, speed cushions always cause problems in my 
opinion – people are always keen to have traffic calming in their street when there is a speeding issue, but 
always complain when the humps are situated outside their own house.  Such is life! 
 
Whilst on the subject of speeding, it might be worth mentioning here that a resident came along to my 
surgery on Saturday very concerned to read the survey in the Grove Parish newsletter on Cane Lane.  I was 
able to tell him about some of the history regarding this issue, but he was very clear that he wished the 
barrier to remain as it was, not moved, not removed or any other solution.  He lived at Westfield Close and 
intends to come along to your meeting on 18th? When this will be discussed and presumably decided upon. 
 
I walked along Cow Lane by-way to see what it was like down there since completion of the Hanneys railway 
crossing bridge, assuming that once the A338 was completed (and indeed I’ve had some good feedback on 
this since the works have been done).and was pleased to see that the whole by-way has been surfaced with 
gravel and the bridge has been done.  Having used some of my highways budget on gravel on this well-used 
by-way, I was pleased to see that Network Rail had not only made it good, but extended it past the bridge 
where the mud and puddles were at their worst.  Again, I met several residents out enjoying a walk in the 
countryside with their families on this track, and can only hope that this green corridor remains after the 
multitude of housing comes on stream from the Monks Farm development.  I have already sent in my 
objections to any extension of the housing past Cow Lane, and certainly surrounding the cemetery which is 
supposed to be a quiet place. 
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Finally, just to update you on the Grove Station situation since I last saw you.  As you may have heard from 
the latest County Council Transport Plan 4, Grove station was mentioned as a future project, but since the 
rebuilding of the railway bridge on the A338 and the extra space needed to complete this off-site, the station 
can no longer be built here. The Leader of the Council suggested a site further east may be suitable, but to 
clarify the situation I attended Cabinet at County Hall and asked the question.  I was basically told by the 
Cabinet Member for Transport that a site would be found somewhere in Grove – well that was helpful!  
However, this needs to be decided upon when a business case is made.  Again, after a meeting with one of 
the managers at Network Rail at Didcot, some time back to discuss plans with them, they were very keen to 
support the idea of a new station at Grove, but again said that the case needs to be made – though not clear 
whether this has to go through the LEP for funding or the County Council.  I have now written to the county 
council officers on the matter to see what the latest situation is, because I understand there is a window of 
opportunity for grant funding for new stations in November. 
 
 
Cllr Z Patrick 
County Cllr for Grove 
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Appendix 2 
 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
New Chief Executive Takes up post.  
 
The new Chief Executive of South Oxfordshire DC and Vale of White Horse DC, David Hill, has started with 
us on Thursday 1 September.  
 
Yellow Letter.   
 
All homes across both districts should receive a yellow letter from us asking residents to confirm who 
currently lives at their address.  We need this information to make sure everyone who is eligible to vote is 
able to do so in future elections. 
 
As soon as people get their yellow letter they should visit;  www.householdresponse.com/southandvale to 
confirm their details are correct or, if not, provide the correct information.  If someone doesn't have access to 
the internet the yellow letter contains details on the alternative ways to respond.  If there's a public 
noticeboard in your area, please help us spread the word by encouraging your local town or parish to 
display this poster.  
 
Changing sacks to boost recycling.  
 
From 3 November, we’ll only empty green wheelie bins if the recycling in them is loose or in clear sacks.  
Despite a recent campaign to raise awareness about the problem of contamination, some people continue to 
contaminate recycling, particularly with food waste and dirty nappies.  When this happens whole truckloads 
of recycling are rejected at the recycling centres - take a look at our video to see how bad the problem is 
when people use black or coloured sacks.  So we’re insisting on clear sacks or no sacks to help us identify 
contaminated bins.   
 

From 3 October we’ll leave a bin hanger on any bins containing black or coloured sacks explaining the 
problem.  We’ll empty the bin on that occasion, but if it happens again after 3 November we won’t empty the 
bin but will leave another note to explain why.  For further information, please contact the waste team on 
01235 422406.  
 
Blanket testing events.  
 
If you know someone who uses an electric blanket, please encourage them to get it tested before using it 
this winter.  To help out, we're working with the other district councils and Oxfordshire Trading Standards to 
put on a series of 'Blanket Check' events this October: 
 
Monday 3 October - Oxford  Wednesday 5 - Wallingford  Thursday 6 – Abingdon   
Monday 17 - Wantage •   Wednesday 19 - Henley  Thursday 20 - Oxford  
 
Anyone wanting to book an appointment should call 01865 815 000 (option 4) or email. 
 
Abingdon pools to reopen.   
 
It's all change for swimming in Abingdon next week.  The last day for swimming in the outdoor pool is 
Sunday 11 September.  The next time Abbey Meadow opens to the public will be following the 
improvement works.  On Monday 12 September, the indoor pools at the White Horse Leisure and Tennis 
Centre will reopen following the ten-week closure for essential maintenance and all lessons will be back 
at their usual home.   
 
Cllr B Mabbett 
District Cllr for Grove 
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Appendix 3 

 

COUNCIL MEETING OF 6 SEPTEMBER 16 
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT FROM 22 JULY 2016 

 
Environmental Services  Incl VAT Ex VAT  
 Grundon, Tractor Shed bins service July 16 113.94 94.95 
 Mr & Mrs Gurney, Grave reservation adjustment 70.00  
 Charlton Park GC, Cemetery planting 108.63  

 TOTAL 292.57  
 

 
Leisure & Recreation Committee  Incl VAT  Ex VAT  
 LJ & CA Cannings, Maintenance materials 47.49 39.93 
 Butler Fuels, Red Diesel 1000l 328.07 312.45 
 Grove RFC,Floodlight 2012-16 914.85 762.38 
 Millhill Tools, Maintenance materials 96.46 80.38 
 Wantage Builders Merchants, Maintenance materials 61.12 50.94 
 Butler Fuels, White Diesel 1000l 1252.56 1043.80 
 LJ & CA Cannings, Maintenance materials 61.20 51.00 
 UK Fuels, Unleaded 47.93 39.94 
 LJ & CA Cannings, Maintenance materials 34.06 28.38 
 LJ & CA Cannings, Maintenance materials 1322.88 1102.40 
 British Gas, Tractor Shed electricity Apr-Jul 16 83.49 79.52 
 British Gas, Storage Shed electricity Apr-Jul 16 34.29 32.66 

 TOTAL 4,284.40  
 
Chairman (Original Signed)    TOTAL EXPENDITURE £47,137.36  
 
Bank Account balances as at 21 July 2016   Reserves  Balances as at 31 March 2016 
 
Charity A/c   - £4,554.01  General Reserves - £190,986 
Community Directplus A/c  - £36,788.39  Specific Reserves: 
Instant Access A/c  - £0.00   
Public Sector Reserve A/c  - £243,244.38 FGP NP   - £20,000 
Petty Cash    - £183.62   LR Allotment deposits - £750 
Queens Diamond Jubilee A/c - £0.00  LR Future Projects - £41,306 

ES Balancing Pond  - £7,785 
Total Cash in Bank (- Charity A/c)  £280,216.39 Tot al Reserves   £260,827 
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Finance and General Purposes Committee  Incl VAT  Ex VAT  
 Unicom, OMH landline July 16 22.16 18.47 
 Tiger Furniture, Chairs with arms x 11 211.20 176.00 
 Office staff pay for July 16 4695.50  
 Outdoor staff pay for July 16 4658.61  
 Wantage Industrial Cleaning, OMH Foyer floor clean 387.60 323.00 
 Daisy communications, line rental June 16 36.06 30.05 
 Opus Energy, Electricity OMH May-June 16 178.55 148.79 
 Grove Scout Group, Grant 250.00  
 PC World, New office computer equipment 1764.83 1470.82 
 Paul Chapman, OMH window cleaning July 16 50.00  
 Grove RFC, Changing room refurbishment (s106 monies) 12166.00  
 Assvogel, Skip hire 163.00 135.83 
 Grove RFC, CCTV (s106 monies) 5057.41  
 Opus Energy, Gas OMH Jun-Jul 16 42.04 40.04 
 Playsafety, Play inspections 340.20 283.50 
 Grundon, OMH bins service & new bins July 16 773.94 644.95 
 Executive Alarms, Annual service plus call out charge 744.00 620.00 
 IOG, Annual membership Sep 16-Sep 17 150.00  
 Wel medical, defibrillator replacement door 191.94 159.95 
 Siemens, Photocopier lease rental 194.59 162.16 
 Opus Energy, Electricity OMH June-July 16 237.12 197.60 
 1&1 Internet, Basic fee 07/16-10/16 53.50 44.58 
 Daisy communications, line rental July 16 36.19 29.95 
 Swift, Photocopier copies 10/15-08/16 56.45 47.04 
 Office staff pay for August 16 4851.85  
 Outdoor staff pay for August 16 4607.65  
 Charlton Environmental, Weed spraying 640.00 533.33 

 TOTAL 42,560.39  


