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REPORT OF THE LEISURE AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEET ING 
HELD ON 27 SEPTEMBER 2016 AT OLD MILL HALL, GROVE 

 
Present:  Cllr S K Dexter (Chairman)  Cllr K Jones 
  Cllr E Green (Vice Chairman)  Cllr F D Parnell 
  Cllr G Chown    Cllr D Parry 
  Cllr W Evans    Cllr J M Stock 
  Cllr A P Harker    Cllr I Weeden 
 
Clerk: Mr G M Mundy 
 

 1 Apologies for absence  
 

  Apologies had been received from Cllr W R Ackers and R Pollock. 
 

 2 Declarations of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in respect of items on the agenda for 
this meeting. 
 

  Cllr Dexter and Parry both declared a personal interest in item 8(c) as they are both 
members of grove Rugby Football Club. 
 

 3 Sign report of committee meeting held on 16 August  2016 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of the  meeting”  
 

 4 Matters arising from the previous minutes  
 

  (a) Minute 4(a) – Dog walking signs.  The Clerk informed the committee that the new 
dog walking signs have now been put up on the Recreation Ground and Wasbrough 
Field. 
 

  (b) Minute 7(a) – Quote from Falcon Signs for new Highway signage for the entrance to 
Cane Lane from Main Street.  The Clerk informed the committee that the new signs 
(‘No vehicular access to the Recreation Ground’) have been purchased and installed  
at the entrance to Cane Lane (Main Street end). 
 

  (c) Minute 7(b) – Report of the Recreation Ground User Group meeting held on 19 July 
2016.  The Clerk informed the committee that the Event Risk Assessment form has 
been amended to include the question regarding adequate toilet provision. 
 

 
Clerk 

 (d) Minute 8 – Trees.  The Clerk informed the committee that the tree quotes have not 
yet been received. 
 

 5 Reports from the following outside bodies  
 

  (a) Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association (OPFA) – There was nothing to report. 
 

 
 

6 Items relating to Play Areas/Allotments and Open Sp aces  
 

  (a) Play equipment inspection reports: 
 

   (i) Summary of Cllr’s reports – The summary of Cllr reports was noted.  
 

    The Clerk informed the committee that he had changed the wording on the 
Councillors summary sheet to reflect the budget constraints as follows: 
 

    ‘These items will be repaired or replaced when budget allows or they deteriorate 
further’ 
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    Following a discussion, it was agreed that the wording in the Councillors 
summary should read as follows: 
 

Clerk    ‘These items will be repaired or replaced when they deteriorate further’  
 

   (ii) Clerks update report regarding the RoSPA report dated 20 July 2016 – The 
Clerks update was noted. 
 

  (b) Picnic bench located in the Mary Green Play Area – The Clerk informed the 
committee that the disabled access picnic bench has been destroyed by fire by 
vandals over the previous weekend. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

  He added that the approximate cost of replacing the bench would be £500.  Following 
a brief discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk investigate the cost of metal framed 
variant and defer any replacement to the Spring of 2017. 
 

 7 Recreation Ground/Wasbrough Field Issues  
 

  (a) Correspondence from the ‘Sports for Streets Initiative’ regarding free outreach 
sessions to be located in the area of the Skate park, Wasbrough Field – Following a 
discussion it was agreed that whilst this seemed like a good idea, the Parish Council 
felt that it would rather encourage young people to take part in active pastimes rather 
than sit in a van playing Xbox games etc.   
 

Clerk   The Clerk was asked to find out where else in the Village they could be located. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

 (b) Request from the White Horse Folk Festival to hold their annual event on the 
Recreation Ground from Thursday 17 – Sunday 20 August 2017 – Following a 
discussion it was agreed to allow this event subject to the usual conditions. 
 

 
 
Clerk 
Clerk 

 (c) Request from Grove RFC to use the Recreation Ground and Wasbrough Field to host 
the Grove and Wantage Extravaganza on 24 June 2017 – Following a discussion it 
was agreed to allow this event subject to the usual conditions.  The Clerk was asked 
to seek permission from Mr Wasbrough to use Wasbrough Field for parking. 
 

  (d) Oral report from the Clerk regarding the Urban orienteering event held in Grove on 
August bank holiday weekend – The clerk informed the committee that the organisers 
had informed him that they had received no adverse comments prior to, during and 
after the event from local residents.   
 

   He added that a family of five, who live in Grove had entered the competition and 
thoroughly enjoyed it.   
 

  (e) Items for the next Recreation Ground User group meeting to be held on 1 November 
2016 – The following item is to be placed on the agenda for the next Recreation 
Ground User Group meeting: 
 

   • Usage of the floodlights by all user clubs 
 

  (f) Security of the Recreation Ground and Wasbrough Field following the travellers 
recent visit – The Clerk informed the committee that following the recent visit to Grove 
by a travellers’ family he has purchased 6 x half ton concrete blocks to be positioned 
at three of the four entry points at a cost of £780 (including VAT).   
 

   He said that he was restricted to half ton blocks because of the lift capacity of the 
tractor and that the fourth entry point (the Memorial Gates leading into the recreation 
Ground) could not be locked up because of access requirements for grounds 
maintenance and emergency vehicles during the weekend games. 
 

   He added that he has also brought in a specialist hygiene team from Rentokill who 
will cleanse the area (costs yet unknown). 
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   Cllr Parry informed the committee that the travellers were not issued with the correct 
documentation by the Oxfordshire County Council Travellers Liaison Officer, and that 
if they enter parish Council controlled land the Clerk must insist that they are issued 
with a ‘7 days to quit notice’. 
  

   Clerk note:  Following receipt of the invoice from Rentokill, the cost of clearing up 
after the travellers is £3,975 (including VAT). 
  

  (g) Request from the Vale Schools to host a Schools Tag Rugby competition on the 
Recreation Ground on Monday 7 November 2016 – Following a discussion it was 
agreed to allow this event subject to the usual conditions. 
 

 9 Trees 
 

Clerk  The Clerk informed the committee that he is still waiting from quotes for tree works. 
 

 10 Chairman’s urgent communications  
 

  There were no urgent communications. 
 

 11 General correspondence  
 

  There was nothing to report 
 

  
The meeting closed at 8.04pm 
 

  
Confirmed: 8 November 2016 
                                                                                        _____________________________ 
                                                                                         Chairman 
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