
Letcombe Brook Project report for ES Committee March 2017 
 
1. Charity 

The charity commission received the application for the Letcombe Brook Project to become 
a charitable trust (at present it is an Unincorporated Association) and after a delay of several 
months (due to staff shortages at the commission) made a few minor amendments to the 
paperwork.  
 
This included an issue with the name - as the trust for Betjeman Park in Wantage has a 
similar title ‘Letcombe Brook (Wantage) Charitable Trust’ which may have caused 
benefactors to confuse the two charities! They will be changing their name to a new title that 
reflects their objectives managing the park.  
 
The chairman Anthony Harker is awaiting confirmation that the amendments have gone 
through. The title of the charity will be the Letcombe Brook Project.  
 
2. Riverfly monitoring - 4 volunteers from Grove (Dave Parry, Anthony Harker, James and 
Emma Brooks) have been undertaking monitoring on the brook. The survey points in Grove 
are up and downstream of Wantage Sewage Treatment Works and up and downstream of 
the balancing ponds where Thames Water discharge into the brook. Once the survey 
information has been entered over a six month period we will be able to analyse the data. 
 
3. Thames Water habitat restoration scheme 

As a result of negotiations TW will be funding physical restoration of habitats along the 
Letcombe Brook along with other watercourses in the West Thames catchment area. 
The funding is likely to be around £200,000 over the next five years. The Environment 
Agency is working with the LBP to work up schemes on the brook including projects in Grove 
on public open space.  
 
4. Augmentation – Due to low rainfall over the summer, the water level on the brook was 
very low and the augmentation was turned on 11 November 2016. This was a very slow 
response from the Environment Agency, since it was reported as low on 23 September. 
Apparently there were issues with the contractor engineer.   
 
Headwater owners were extremely concerned and commented that it was the lowest they 
had seen in 30 years.  
 

 

Quote from a landowner at 
headwaters: 
 
‘It’s very frustrating (if not lethal) for the 
wildlife too.  Normally kingfishers visit 
here almost daily: they have a favourite 
fishing perch, but it’s now several 
metres from open water. 
  
Presumably our water voles have left or 
have been predated: they have smaller 
territories and their burrows are 
exposed. 
  

The level is not the lowest that we’ve seen it, as we were here when the augmentation 
started in about 1983. I recall one time early on when the pumps failed. However, it’s 
possibly the lowest in the last 30 years or so. It’s ironic, as the water table is relatively high 
for the time of year!’ 
 

The augmentation has since been turned off in  January 2017.  



5. Water levels  
November to March is known as the recharge period for chalk streams that are reliant on 
groundwater levels for flow over the year. Rainfall monitored by the Environment Agency 
over the last 4 months has been below average. There have been long dry periods 
interspersed with days of heavy rainfall. Soil Moisture Deficits were eliminated across the 
whole of the Ock catchment area in January, allowing recharge to begin in earnest and 
groundwater levels rose across the area in response. The effective rainfall received in 
January helped the total for the winter period since October more than double, however it 
remains at only 50% of the LTA for the period. River flows were below normal across much 
of the catchment as the effects of a dry start to the winter period continued to be felt. This 
does not bode well for the rest of the year with regard river level due to low recharge of the 
groundwater and aquifers. 
           
6.  Balancing ponds - Sally Wallington supervised the cutting and clearing of the ponds on 
by contractor Laurence Parker in November. 
 
7. Talk – Sally gave a slide show talk to Grove Methodist Church and received a donation of 
£40.00 for the LBP. 
 
8. Vale and Downland Museum 
The LBP and museum are working on a new and permanent exhibition showcasing aspects 
of the brook. This will be housed upstairs and the whole area dedicated to the brook with a 
model of the brook incorporating the fishing game that has been very popular.   
 

Sally Wallington 
Project Officer (part-time)  

 
 
 
 
 
 


