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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON TUESDAY 1 AUGUST 2017 AT OLD MILL HALL, GROVE 

 
Present: Cllr J M Stock (Chairman)   Cllr E Green 
 Cllr W R Ackers (Vice Chairman)  Cllr A P Harker 
 Cllr G Chown     Cllr K Jones 
 Cllr S K Dexter    Cllr J E Nunn-Price 
 Cllr W Evans     Cllr F D Parnell 
 Cllr L M Foster-Hill     Cllr I Weeden  
 Cllr T Fraser 
       
In attendance: County Cllr Z Patrick, County and District Cllr J Hannaby, District Cllrs B Mabbett and J 

Reynolds and two members of the public  
 
Clerk: Mr G M Mundy 
 
 39 Apologies for absence 

 
  Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Cllrs D Parry, R Pollock and D Rolfe.  

Apologies had also been received from District Cllr C McCarthy. 
 

 40 Declaration of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in respect of items on the agenda for this 
meeting 
 

  No declarations were given.  The Chairman suggested that declarations should be given as 
and when items are discussed. 
 

 41 To sign the minutes of the Full Council Meeting  held on 20 June 2017 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of t he meeting” 
 

 42 To consider matters arising from those minutes 
 

  (a) Minute 21(f) – Letter to Simon Spiers.  The clerk informed the Council that all members 
should now have received a copy of the letter sent in response to Simon Spiers letter.  No 
response has been received or is expected.    Cllr Evans said that he had not yet received 
his copy of the letter.  The Clerk apologised and said that he would send him a copy 
through the postal system.   
 

  (b) Minute 28 – Amendment to Standing Order number 32 – Grants procedure.  The Clerk 
informed the committee that this matter will be further discussed under item 49(a) on the 
agenda. 
 

  (c) Minute 29 – Application for grant funding from the Community Children’s Centre in Grove 
and Wantage.  The Clerk informed the Council that he has written to Michelle Rozier 
informing her of the new draft grant application procedures and advised her that the 
application for grant funding will be discussed in October 2017. 
 

  (d) Minute 30 – Contract with the District Council for the Parish Council maintenance staff to 
cut District Council grassed areas.  The Clerk informed the Council that he has informed 
the District Council of the decision and that a possible start date has been set for April 
2018. 
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 (e) Minute 33 – Sale of Parish Council Land off Caudwell Close.  The clerk informed the 
Council that he has spoken to the Horticultural Society and found a suitable location for 
the storage of the Society’s tables that are currently stored in the garage off Caudwell 
Close. 
 

   He added that he has sent the relevant land deeds to the Council’s solicitor to ensure that 
the restrictive Covenants relating to the land in question do not prohibit the sale of this land 
to the applicant.  Once a positive response has been received, the Clerk will then contact 
the District Valuation Agency to ascertain the value of the land.  
 

 43 Questions from the public 
 

  There were no questions from the public. 
 

 44 To receive County and District Councillor repor ts 
 

  (a) County Councillor report.  County Cllr Patrick gave a verbal report to the Council.  A copy 
of her report is attached at Appendix 1 to these minutes.   
 

  (b) District Councillor report.  County and District Cllr Hannaby gave a verbal report on District 
matters.   No written report was provided.  District Cllr B Mabbett and J Reynolds both 
gave verbal reports.  A copy of their report is attached at Appendix 2 to these minutes.  
 

 45 Updates on the Grove Airfield Development 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

 (a) Terms of Reference (ToR) for the Grove Airfield Development and to assign up to three 
members to the Forum and three members as substitutes.  Cllr Parnell said that the Grove 
Airfield Development will bring considerable growth to Grove in the years to come.  He 
informed members that none of the District Ward Cllrs actually live in the Village and that 
only one of the two County Cllrs lives in Grove.   He suggested and it was agreed that the 
Council lobby the District Council to allow Grove Parish Council to have 4 of its members 
sit on the Grove Development Forum.  
 

 
 
 
Clerk 

  Following a discussion, it was agreed that the following members sit on the Grove Airfield 
Development Forum as members; Cllr June Stock, Cllr Bill Evans, Cllr Frank Parnell and 
Cllr Dan Rolfe.  In addition to the 4 members it was also agreed that the following members 
act as substitutes; Cllr Richard Ackers, Cllr Terry Fraser and Cllr Jean Nunn-Price. 
 

 46 To receive Council Chairman communications 
 

  (a) Town and Parish Forum.  The Chairman informed the Council that both she and Cllr Ackers 
attended the recently held Town and Parish Forum meeting.  The Chairman then gave a 
short verbal overview of the meeting. 
   

  (b) Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC) AGM.  The Chairman informed the 
Council that both she and Cllr Ackers attended the recently held OALC AGM. 
 

 
 
 
All/ 
Clerk 

 (c) Planning Partnership meeting.  The Chairman informed the Council that she recently 
attended a Planning partnership meeting hosted by the District Council.  She said that it 
was a very informative meeting and that there will be chance for other members to attend 
another meeting in September and that members are to contact the Clerk if they wish to 
attend.  
  

 47 Oxfordshire County Council consultation regardin g highway restrictions around Grove 
and Wantage and highway traffic calming measures pr oposed for Newlands Drive 
 

  Following a discussion, the following comments were made; 
 

  30mph speed restriction on the Denchworth Road:  
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 Grove Parish Council supports this proposal as long as the section of the Denchworth Road 
from Grove to the Village of Denchworth is restricted to 30mph in its entirety. 
 

  Traffic calming on Newlands Drive: 
 

  Grove Parish Council strongly objects to these proposals and deems these measures 
excessive and has the following comments: 
 

• Speed humps should be replaced with chicanes. 
 

  • Humps and raised platforms cause extra pollution with the constant breaking and 
acceleration. 

 
  • There have, we believe, been issues with the vibrations caused by vehicles banging 

up and down the current humps in the village (Oxford Lane). 
 

  • We believe there was an earlier proposal for two sets of lights on Newlands Drive. One 
at the Savile Way junction controlling access into the new estate and another set of 
pedestrian lights towards the North end of Newlands Drive.  (We understand that lights 
can be programmed to detect speeding vehicles and turn red against them). 

 
  • Chicanes as in Main Street, Grove and Steventon and along Preston Road in 

Abingdon also would slow vehicles and provide a smoother ride. (Little Milton has 
another type of road narrowing barrier designed to slow traffic without using humps 
which also might be considered). 

 
  • New Government initiative suggests that speed humps should be removed. 

 
  • Drivers will use Brereton Drive and residential roads rather than going along Newlands 

Drive to access local shops on Savile Way. 
 

 
Clerk 

 • Shops in Savile way will become redundant as less shoppers will travel over speed 
humps to access shopping area. 
 

  Prohibition of Motor Vehicles on the Denchworth Road and Cane Lane: 
 

 
Clerk 

 Grove Parish Council supports this proposal provided that the Denchworth Road is not closed 
before the new section is built and opened. 
 

 48 Invitation guest list for the Council Reception to be held on Friday 10 November 2017 
 

 
Clerk 

 The invitation guest list was confirmed.  The Clerk said that he would aim to get the invitations 
sent out ASAP. 
 

 49 Recommendation from the Finance and General Purp oses committee 
   

  On the motion from Cllr Stock and seconded from Cllr Dexter and resolved unanimously 
 

  “to recommend to Full Council to approve and adopt the DRAFT Standing order 
(paragraph 32)” 
 

  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Dexter SECONDED Cllr Stock and RESOLVED 
unanimously  
 

Clerk  “to accept the recommendation” 
 

 50 To receive reports from outside bodies 
 

  The reports were noted. 
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 51 To consider committee reports 
 

  (a) Report of Environmental Services Committee meeting held on 27 June 2017 – Cllr Nunn-
Price presented the report. 
 

  (b) Reports of the planning committee meeting held on 4 July 2017 – Cllr Evans presented 
the reports. 
 

  (c) Report of Leisure and Recreation Committee meeting held on 11 July 2017 – Cllr Dexter 
presented the report. 
 

  (d) Report of Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 18 July 2017 – Cllr 
Stock presented the report. 
 

 52 To consider accounts for payments since the last  meeting (Appendix X1) 
 

  It was MOVED Cllr Ackers SECONDED Cllr Parnell and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the accounts for payment for the sum of £35, 584.78 are adopted” 
 

 53 Consideration of planning applications 
 

  (a) P17/V1300/FUL – To convert existing free-standing garage into one-bedroom dwelling.  
Replace existing wooden windows and doors for new UPVC windows.  Install stud walls 
and insulation.  Upgrade electrics and insulate cavity walls.  Install kitchenette and shower 
room.  Install hot water cylinder.  Heating to be electrical wall radiators.  30% of garage to 
remain as a garage at the Laurels, Oxford Lane, Grove, OX12 7PX. 
  

   Comment:  Whilst the Parish Council do not object to this application, there are concerns 
that the works have already been carried out.  This new dwelling must not be sold as a 
separate dwelling from the main house. 
  

  (b) P17/V1443/HH – To build a small single-storey front extension with window to the front 
and including a WC at 125 Mayfield Avenue, Grove, OX12 7NE. 
  

   Comment:  There were no objections to this application. 
 

  (c) P17/V1883/FUL – Change of use from A1 to joint A1/A3 use and installation of plant and 
machinery at 4 Millbrook Square, Grove, OX12 7JZ. 
 

   Comment:  Whilst the Parish Council have no objection to this application, there are 
concerns that the date given for the closure of the butchers’ shop (May 2016) is incorrect 
because the shop has only been closed for the last 6 months or so.  The alcohol licence 
must be for on sales and not off sales. 
  

 54 Confidential matters 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and AGREED in accordance with Section 1 of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended by Section 100 of the Local Government Act 
1972 
 

  “that the press and public be excluded from the me eting to permit the Council to 
consider the confidential items.” 
 

 
The meeting closed at 8.40pm  
 
Confirmed: 12 September 2017                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                             Chairman 
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Appendix 1 
 

County Councillor’s report  
 
As you will no doubt be aware, after the May elections I was elected to serve as Chairman of the Council, 
having been the Vice Chairman last year, it doesn’t always follow, but I was pleased to see that this 
happened in May and I was delighted to take office for this year until next May.  However, it has been 
very busy with engagements on nearly every day of the week, some days even two or three, so although 
it has gone a little quieter over the summer, I expect everything will be pretty hectic again in September. 
 
Regarding matters concerning Grove, I did hear the news about the Grove Airfield development finally 
getting signed, but I will hear more about this later as I expect you probably know more about it than I 
do!  However, it still remains to be seen, especially with so much other housing development taking 
place in the area. 
 
We have lost our Area Steward Laura Hutchins-Payne and I understand Keith Stenning is supposed to 
be taking over some of her work, but so far it is still unclear who is supposed to be covering our area.  I 
have had several complaints about overhanging branches, pavements and potholes needing repairs, 
and I have continued to put these on ‘Fix My Street’ as we are told to, but I understand that they were 
having to overhaul the system due to so much demand, so they were going to reply to existing 
notifications and start again with the new ones, so it is a matter of seeing how much is getting done. 
 
It has gone quiet at the moment regarding the Unitary status or ‘Better Oxfordshire’ as some now call it, 
as I understand the bid is with the government, but as it is now recess, I am not sure when we shall hear 
further news.  Perhaps our district councillors know more? 
 
Anyway, unless Jenny wishes to add anything further, I am happy to answer any questions if I can. 
 
Councillor Zoé Patrick 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UNADOPTED 
 

 

Appendix 2 
 

District Councillor’s report 
 

New pay & displace machines will be installed in council car parks from August.  Payment can be by 
credit & debit cards, coins including new £1 coin.  Old £1 coin accepted until 15th October.  Can still 
pay using mobile phone via Connect Cashless system. 
 
New fleet of waste and recycling trucks due in Autumn. 
 
Plastic bags, including thin carrier bags, can now be used to line the food caddy bins.  NB not black 
bin liners. 
 
A review of council tax discounts is being carried out over the next few weeks, checking all who 
currently claim the 25% single person discount.  Officers will be working with credit agencies. 
 
Everyone will be receiving a yellow letter over the next few weeks asking you to check details of who 
is eligible to vote at your address. 
 
The second Parish Partner training session will be held on 28th September, 6.30 – 8.30pm at the 
Beacon.  Contact Emily Hamerton at Vale planning. 
 
Two grant schemes will be launched in August, for Capital grants, and for the New Homes Bonus 
community grants.  These schemes open on 20th August and will run until 15th October.   A workshop 
for guidance will be held on 15th August, 4 – 6pm at St. John’s room, Main Street, Grove.  Two people 
per group or organisation, must book, 01235 422644, or email the Council’s grants team. 
 
There will be a free electric blanket testing day at the Wantage Fire Station on 20th October.  This 
needs to be pre-booked, from mid-August, 01865 898642, or email Oxfordshire County Council. 
 
The design work for the new leisure centre is ongoing.  
 
Councillor J Reynolds 
District Councillor for Wantage and Grove Brook War d  
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COUNCIL MEETING 1 AUGUST 2017 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT FROM 14 JUNE- 27 JULY 2017 
 

Environmental Services  Incl VAT Ex VAT  
 Grundon, Refuse collection May 17 181.18 150.98 
 Castle Water, Cemetery water 02/17-05/17 54.16  
 Bin-It Dog Waste Solutions, Dog bin service June 17 617.03 514.19 
 Grundon, Refuse collection June 17 167.22 139.35 

 TOTAL 1019.59  
 

 
Leisure & Recreation Committee  Incl VAT  Ex VAT  
 LJ Cannings, ground maintenance items 32.40 27.00 
 Elms Farm Partnership, Allotment rent 17-18 420.00 350.00 
 Butler Fuels, 500L Diesel 342.09 325.80 
 Castle Water, Tractor Shed water 02/17-05/17 25.27  
 Castle Water, Allotment water 02/17-05/17 135.28  
 Savills, Wasbrough Field rent 06/17-09/17 459.00  
 British Gas, Tractor shed electric Apr-May 17 53.21 50.68 
 Duel Energy, Tractor Shed electric May-June 17 64.00 60.80 
 LJ Cannings, ground maintenance items 16.21 13.51 
 UK Fuels, Unleaded 78.35 65.29 
 LJ Cannings, ground maintenance items 83.11 69.26 
 Fortress Alarms, Play Area lighting upgrade 1026.00 855.00 
 UK Fuels, Unleaded 80.33 66.94 
 Playsafety, Quarterly play area inspections 319.20 266.00 
 LJ Cannings, ground maintenance items 138.91 115.76 
 Pepler, Fencing and access blockers 1644.00 1370.00 

 TOTAL 4917.36  
 
 
Chairman  (Original signed)     TOTAL EXPENDITURE £35,584.78 
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Finance and General Purposes Committee  Incl VAT  Ex VAT  
 Grundon, OMH Refuse collection May 17 93.94 78.28 
 Smiths DIY, Maintenance materials 134.64 112.20 
 PK Electric, OMH toilet lights 846.00 705.00 
 Seldram Supplies, OMH Cleaning products 121.47 101.23 
 Lyreco, Stationery and stamps 154.40 148.83 
 Castle Water, OMH water 02/17-05/17 494.11  
 Peopletime, June salaries 9514.77  
 Charlton Environmental, Weed spraying pavements 640.00 533.33 
 June Stock, Lions lunch and travel expenses 42.62  
 Opus Energy, OMH electricity Apr-May 17 85.20 81.14 
 Daisy, Office phone 62.46 51.95 
 BT, Quarterly line rental 122.32 101.94 
 Unicom, OMH Phoneline June 17 22.16 18.47 
 Opus Energy, OMH Gas May-June 17 63.70 60.67 
 BT, Quarterly line rental 122.32 101.94 
 Function 28, Monthly website fee 12.00 10.00 
 Mr Muddiman, OMH deposit refund 27.50  
 Peopletime, Wages processing & support 1773.84  
 Lyreco, Stationery and stamps 98.70 91.58 
 Vulcana Gas Appliances, OMH new heater 50% deposit 4702.80 3762.24 
 Opus Energy, OMH Electric May-June 17 211.14 175.95 
 Paul Chapman, OMH Window cleaning July 17 50.00  
 Grundon, OMH Refuse collection June 17 167.22 139.35 
 Daisy, Office phone  62.34 51.95 
 Peopletime, July salaries 9875.23  
 Seldram Supplies, OMH Cleaning products 146.95 122.47 

 TOTAL 29647.83  
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Bank Account balances as at 27 July 2017  Reserves Balances as at 31 March 2017 
 
Charity A/c   - £4,671.44  General Reserves - £156,307 
 
Community Directplus A/c  - £65,634.68  Specific Reserves: 
Instant Access A/c  - £0.00   
Public Sector Reserve A/c  - £203,389.72 FGP NP   - £20,000 
Petty Cash    - £136.13   LR Allotment deposits - £700 
Queens Diamond Jubilee A/c - £0.00  LR Future Projects - £24,874.23 

ES Balancing Pond  - £6,765 
 
Total Cash in Bank (- Charity A/c)  £269,160.53 Tot al Reserves   £208,646.23 
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