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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON TUESDAY 20 JUNE 2017 AT OLD MILL HALL, GROVE 

 
Present: Cllr J M Stock (Chairman)   Cllr A P Harker 
 Cllr W R Ackers (Vice Chairman)  Cllr K Jones 
 Cllr G Chown     Cllr J E Nunn-Price (part meeting) 
 Cllr S K Dexter    Cllr D Rolfe 
 Cllr W Evans     Cllr D Parry (part meeting) 
 Cllr T Fraser     Cllr I Weeden 
 Cllr E Green (part meeting) 
       
In attendance: County and District Cllr J Hannaby, District Cllr C McCarthy, 

Mr Peter Gammond (County Council Traveller and Liaison Officer) – item 22 only,  
Police Sergeant Kev Hickman – item 22 only, Mrs Michelle Rozier and two other members 
of the public  

 
Clerk: Mr G M Mundy 
 
 18 Apologies for absence 

 
  Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Cllrs L M Foster-Hill, F D Parnell and R 

Pollock.  Apologies had also been received from County Cllr Z Patrick and District Cllr J 
Reynolds. 
 

 19 Declaration of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in respect of items on the agenda for this 
meeting 
 

  Cllr Dexter declared an interest in item 29 as he is connected to the Parochial Church Council.  
Cllr Chown declared an interest in item 33 as he is close friends of the Chairman of the Grove 
Horticultural Society. 
 

 20 To sign the minutes of the Annual Council Meeti ng held 9 May 2017 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of t he meeting” 
 

 21 To consider matters arising from those minutes 
 

  (a) Minute 8(a) – Resignation of Mrs Sally Wallington as the Letcombe Brook Project Officer.  
The clerk informed the Council that he has now written to Sally to thank her for her work 
as Letcombe Brook Project Officer.       
 

  (b) Minute 8(b) – Ground maintenance contract with the Vale of White Horse District Council 
for grass cutting on District Council land.  The Clerk informed the Council that this matter 
will be further discussed under item 30 on the agenda. 
 

  (c) Minute 8(c) – Application for grant funding from the Community Children’s Centres in 
Grove and Wantage.  The Clerk informed the Council that this matter will be further 
discussed under item 29 on the agenda. 
 

  (d) Minute 9 – Membership of Council committee and Sub-committees.  The clerk informed 
the Council that the completed list of committee and sub-committee membership will be 
distributed after this meeting. 
 

  (e) Minute 10 – Representation on outside bodies.  The Clerk informed the Council that the 
completed list of representatives on outside bodies will be distributed after this meeting. 
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  (f) Minute 13 – Response to the letter from Simon Spiers.  The Clerk informed the Council 
that he has written a response to Simon Spiers.   
 

Clerk   It was agreed that the letter to Simon Spiers was distributed to all Parish Councillors. 
 

  (g) Minute 14 – Percentage increase to the Precept for the 2018-19 financial year.  The Clerk 
informed the Council that this matter will be further discussed under item 28 on the agenda 
for this meeting. 
 

 22 Recent visit of travellers to Wasbrough Field a nd to consider how to prevent them from 
accessing Council controlled land in the future 
 

  Police Sergeant (PS) Kev Hickman introduced himself to the Council and informed them that 
he is the new Neighbourhood Sergeant for Grove, Wantage and Faringdon.  He added that he 
has been fully briefed on the last incursion by travellers by PS Gavin Ward. 
 

  Mr Peter Gammond introduced himself to the Council and informed the Council that he is the 
Traveller Liaison Officer for Oxfordshire County Council.  Mr Gammond said that it can take 
up to three weeks to evict travellers by going through the Court system.  He said that he would 
always try and persuade them to leave but where would they go? 
 

  Mr Gammond said that illegal encampments by travellers can be moved on within 24 hours 
by way of a Section 61 order (usually given by the Police).  One of the criteria for using a 
Section 61 Order is that there must be more than 5 vehicles (including caravans).   
 

  A copy of the relevant Section 61 notice can be found at:   
 
http:/www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1994/33/section/61 
 

  Cllr Stock asked if there was any funding available for cleaning up after travellers have left an 
area?  Mr Gammond responded and said that there was no funding available. 
  

  Cllr Evans asked when do you liaise?  Mr Gammond responded and said after they have 
arrived. 
 

  District Cllr McCarthy said that he is a member of the Thames Valley Police and Crime Panel 
and at a recent meeting the Police and Crime Commissioner sated that he is happy for the 
police to deal with travellers with the Section 61 Order but the new Chief Constable of the 
Thames Valley Police said that he was not. 
  

  PS Hickman said that due to police cuts the resources were not always available to move 
travellers on under the Section 61 Order. 
 

  District Cllr Hannaby said that the police need to take a tougher stance. 
 

  Cllr Dexter asked if the police carry out a road worthiness check on the travellers’ vehicles?  
PS Hickman responded and said that in the main the vehicles are very well maintained and all 
have valid MOT and insurance. 
 

  Cllr Dexter asked if the any photos of vehicles/persons breaking locks etc have led to any 
prosecutions, and if not why not?  Mr Gammond responded and said that in nine years he has 
not seen a lock being broken.  PS Hickman also responded and said that if an officer has 
reasonable suspicion prosecutions can happen and if this is further evidenced by photos then 
prosecutions will happen. 
 

  Cllr Dexter said that now we have had the history, we need advice.  Mr Gammond said that 
there are several ways to stop travellers accessing private land; one is to dig an 18-inch trench 
across gate ways, this then turns into a 36 inch mound.  He added that he is aware that 
Wasbrough Field is used on an occasional basis by fairs and circus so advised that concrete 
blocks of 1 – 2 ton are another deterrent. 
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The Chairman suspended Standing Orders for the memb ers of the  

public to join in the debate 
 

  Mrs Vivian Hazell asked why the concrete blocks the Council purchased are so light?  The 
Clerk responded and said that the Parish Council is constrained by the lifting capacity of its 
tractor.  He added that he is currently speaking with a local farmer for the use of a heavier 
tractor with greater lifting capacity. 
 

  Cllr Green said that it is obvious that local people are employing travellers for hedge clearing, 
tree pruning etc.  Mr Gammond said that most travellers have Waste Carriage Licences (WCL), 
and tracking owners is very difficult if not impossible.  PS Hickman said that education is 
needed to stop locals employing travellers and this can be achieved through the 
Neighbourhood Advice Group, Parish Council and Trading Standards. 
  

  Cllr Rolfe asked if they could lose their WCL if they are caught ‘fly tipping’.  Mr Gammond 
responded and said yes, they can. 
 

  Cllr Parry asked if the Section 61 Order is specific to an area.  Mr Gammond responded and 
said that it is not specific to a Parish area. 
 

  Mrs Michelle Rozier said that she can see why local residents employ travellers to do work 
because they wear the right clothing and their vehicles are the same as legitimate tradesman. 
 

  Cllr Nunn-Price asked if permanent CCTV of gates etc could be an option.  PS Hickman said 
that the costs of CCTV in remote areas is prohibitive and the owners of the CCTV would have 
to comply with all the legislation. 
 

  Cllr Rolfe asked the Clerk to explain the costs of the recent clearing up following the last visit 
from travellers.  The Clerk explained in full and was thanked by the Council for arranging for 
the mess to be cleared up very quickly. 
 

   
The Chairman re-instated Standing Orders 

 
  There being no further questions, the Chairman thanked Mr Gammond and PS Hickman for 

their attendance and their advice.  They then left the meeting. 
 

 23 To receive County and District Councillor repor ts 
 

  (a) County Councillor report.  County and District Cllr Hannaby informed the Council that the 
County Council have now confirmed the award of £50,000 to the Grove and Wantage 
Children’s Centre over 3 years.   
 

   She added that the new cabinet started today, and that the County Council is awaiting a 
decision from Government on Unitary Authority. 
 

  (b) District Councillor report.  County and District Cllr Hannaby informed the Council that Biffa 
are currently having problems with their collection vehicles which affected their collection 
service today.  
 

   District Cllr McCarthy informed the Council that Thames Water is applying for a new 
reservoir (again) between East Hanney and Steventon and that the District Council is 
opposed to this.   
 

   He added that the Didcot Garden Town consultation starts soon and that the Vale and 
South have reclaimed £1.6m is in Council tax arrears. 
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 24 To receive questions from the public 
 

  Mrs Vivian Hazell said that when the grass cutting was taking place on Brereton Drive, the 
maintenance staff had cut the grass, but then left the area without strimming around light 
columns, trees, bus stops etc. 
 

  The Clerk replied and said that it was now Council practice to carry a strimmer in the grass 
cutting vehicles for this purpose and that he would speak to the head groundsman.   
  

  Mrs Hazell also said that more dog waste bins were required in certain areas.  It was agreed 
that she contact the Clerk on Wednesday to ascertain which areas required new dog waste 
bins. 
 

  The Clerk informed the Council that there are currently 41 dog waste bins around the village, 
of which nine were owned and maintained by the District Council, the remainder being owned 
and maintained by the Parish Council.   
 

  The Clerk added that there is a problem with some residents collecting dog waste from the 
private gardens and depositing large bags of dog waste in the bins which are only emptied 
once a week. 
 

 25 To elect two members to the Finance and General Purposes committee 
 

  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Dexter SECONDED Cllr Ackers and RESOLVED 
unanimously 
 

  “that Cllr F D Parnell and Cllr Jones are both re- elected to serve on the Finance and 
General Purposes committee for the 2017-18 municipa l year” 
 

 26 Updates on the Grove Airfield Development/Local Plan 2031/Unitary Authorities 
 

  (a) Update – Local Plan 2031 part 2.  The update bulletin number 7 was distributed to all 
members and was noted.   
 

 27 To receive Council Chairman communications 
 

  (a) Extra care and Nursing Home – update.  The Chairman informed the Council of the 
following update:  
 

   • The proposed buildings have been moved further north away from local houses 
• The bin store has been moved to the side fence near the main entrance 
• The terraces on the south side have been removed from the plans 
• The main entrance has been enlarged to take account of bin lorries etc 
• Staff cycle racks have been moved 
• The kitchen has been moved at the loss of five bedrooms 
• One additional car parking space has been added 
• The boundary fencing on the south side will be taller 
• Excess rain water will run into storage tanks under the car parks and then soak 

away 
• Bodies of the deceased will be removed through the front door 
• S106 monies will be made available for the part refurbishment of Old Mill Hall 

 
 28 Briefing note from the Grant Funding working gro up, to consider it’s findings and to 

discuss and agree a percentage increase to the Prec ept for 2018-19 financial year 
 

  Cllr Dexter informed the Council that the grant funding working group had met on two 
occasions.  He said that they had produced a briefing note and background brief to previous 
procedures.  He further added that they had agreed and drafted new procedures in light of the 
number of applications for larger grants. 
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  Cllr Evans said that what was proposed was against the Parish Council’s Standing Orders and 
added; what was wrong with awarding grants twice a year?  Following a discussion, it was 
agreed that Standing Orders would have to be amended if the new procedures were agreed. 
 

  Cllr Dexter informed the Council that awarding grants twice a year makes it difficult to distribute 
larger grants and this new procedure would simplify the process. 
   

  Cllr Parry asked what sum/percentage is required to cover existing grants?  Cllr Dexter said 
that the current budget is sufficient to cover existing grants. 
  

  Cllr Harker asked if the Council knew how many dwellings would be in the Parish next year?  
The Clerk said he did not. 
 

   
With the permission of the Council the Chairman sus pended Standing Orders to allow 

Mrs Michelle Rozier to speak 
 

  Mrs Rozier said that if the Council only awarded grants once a year, the grant fund would soon 
run out of money!  Cllr Ackers responded and said that lots of organisations only award charity 
grants once a year.  A discussion ensued. 
 

   
Standing Orders were re-instated 

 
  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Rolfe SECONDED Cllr Dexter and RESOLVED 12 

for and one against  
 

Clerk  “to adopt the new grant awarding procedures” 
  

  Following a further discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Fraser SECONDED Cllr Green and 
RESOLVED 11 for and two against 
 

Clerk  “that the grants to be awarded in the 2017/18 finan cial year be limited to 7.5% of the 
Council’s precept” 
  

 
Clerk 

 The Clerk was asked to bring forward the relevant amendment to Standing Orders to Full 
Council via the next Finance and General Purposes committee. 
 

 29 To receive and consider an application for grant  funding from the Community Children’s 
Centre in Grove and Wantage 
 

  The Chairman informed the Council that in light of the resolutions above this item would be 
deferred until such time as Standing Orders had been amended. 
 

  Cllr Nunn-Price said that because the Council had informed Michelle Rozier that this matter 
was being discussed tonight she proposed that an interim grant of £10,000 is awarded to the 
Community Children’s Centre in Grove and Wantage.  The proposition by Cllr Nunn-Price was 
not seconded. 
  

 
Clerk 

 The Clerk was asked to write to Michelle Rozier and explain the new procedures that had been 
agreed in item 28 above. 
 

  Cllr Dexter enquired about the second part of the agenda item viz “discuss and agree a 
percentage increase to the Precept for the 2018-19 financial year” .  It was agreed that this 
was a misunderstanding and that this part would need to be an item on a future Council 
meeting to enable the Clerk to start drafting next year’s budget. 
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 30 Contract with the District Council for the Paris h Council maintenance staff to cut District 
Council grassed areas 
 

  
Cllr Parry left the meeting 

 
  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Dexter SECONDED Cllr Fraser and RESOLVED 

11 for and one abstention 
 

 
Clerk 

 “that the Parish Council accept the DRAFT contract for cutting the District Council’s 
grassed areas” 
 

 31 To receive the internally audited accounts and a nnual return for external audit for the 
financial year ending 31 March 2017 
 

  (a) Balance sheet as at 31 March 2017.  It was MOVED Cllr Ackers SECONDED Cllr Fraser 
and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

   “that the balance sheet for the accounts dated 31 M arch 2017 be approved” 
 

  (b) Annual Governance Statement 2016-17.  It was MOVED Cllr Ackers SECONDED Cllr 
Stock and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

   “that the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 of  the Annual Return) for 2016/17 
is approved and signed” 
 

  (c) Accounting Statement for External Audit.  It was MOVED Cllr Evans SECONDED Cllr 
Ackers and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

   “that the Accounting Statement for External Audit f or the financial year ending 31 
March 2017 is approved and signed” 
  

 32 Report of the Internal Auditor following the com pletion of the Internal Audit for the 
financial year ending 31 March 2017 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the report from the Internal Auditor regarding the internally audited accounts has been 
received and noted” 
 

 33 Sale of Parish land off Caudwell Close, Grove 
 

  The Clerk explained that the land is currently leased by the Grove Horticultural Society (GHS) 
and houses a small garage in which they store their trellis tables and other goods.   
 

  The Clerk added that the potential purchaser of the land wants to create a rear access driveway 
to his property which is located on Main Street. 
 

 
Clerk 

 Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk write to the GHS to ascertain their thoughts 
on this matter. 
 

 34 To receive reports from outside bodies 
 

  The reports were noted. 
 

 35 To consider committee reports 
 

  (a) Report of Environmental Services Committee meeting held on 16 May 2017 – Cllr Nunn-
Price presented the report. 
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  (b) Reports of the planning committee meeting held on 23 May 2017 – Cllr Evans presented 
the reports. 
 

  (c) Report of Leisure and Recreation Committee meeting held on 30 May 2017 – Cllr Dexter 
presented the report. 
 

  (d) Report of Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 6 June 2017 – Cllr 
Stock presented the report. 
 

 36 Consideration of planning applications 
 

  
Cllr Green and Cllr Nunn-Price left the meeting 

 
  (a) P17/V1369/FUL – Retention of hardstanding and vehicular access to public highway to 

provide maintenance access to railway and related parking/laying out are on land adjacent 
to the A338 (North-East of Grove Railway Bridge), OX12 0FE.  There were no objections 
to this application. 
 

  (b) P17/V1476/FUL – Siting of a portacabin for a temporary period of three years at Elm Farm 
Business Park, Grove Road, OX12 7PB.  There were no objections to this application. 
 

  (c) P17/V1576/HH – Proposed rear extension at 2 Miles Cottages. Main Street, Grove, OX12 
7HX.  There were no objections to this application. 
 

 37 To consider accounts for payments since the last  meeting (Appendix 1) 
 

  It was MOVED Cllr Chown SECONDED Cllr Fraser and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the accounts for payment for the sum of £43, 947.43 are adopted” 
 

 38 Confidential matters 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and AGREED in accordance with Section 1 of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended by Section 100 of the Local Government Act 
1972 
 

  “that the press and public be excluded from the me eting to permit the Council to 
consider the confidential items.” 
 

 
 
The meeting closed at 9.48pm  
 
Confirmed: 1 August 2017                                                                                                              ________________________ 
                                                                                                                             Chairman 
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Appendix 1 
 

COUNCIL MEETING 20 JUNE 2017 
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT FROM 14 APRIL-13 JUNE 2017 

 
Environmental Services  Incl VAT Ex VAT  
 Charlton Park GC, Memorial trees to be reimbursed 92.97  
 Castle Water, Cemetery water 11/16-02/17 81.90  
 Charlton Park GC, maintenance materials 54.98  
 Grundon, Refuse collection April 17 93.50 77.92 
 Bin-It Dog Waste Solutions, Dog bin service April 17 617.03 514.19 
 Fibrous, Plaques-to be reimbursed 245.47 196.86 
 Bin-It Dog Waste Solutions, Dog bin service May 17 617.03 514.19 

 TOTAL 1802.88  
 

 
Leisure & Recreation Committee  Incl VAT  Ex VAT  
 Oxford Fencing Supplies, Fencing anchors 24.74 20.62 
 Butler Fuels, 500L Diesel 349.81 333.15 
 Millhill Tools, Maintenance items 264.00 220.00 
 ROSPA, Quarterly play inspections 213.60 178.00 
 Handy Garden Machinery, Camber bracket pads 98.42 82.02 
 UK Fuels, Unleaded 65.20 54.33 
 British Gas, Tractor shed electric Jan-Apr 17 121.94 116.14 
 Castle Water, Allotment water 11/16-02/17 109.01  
 Avoncrop Amenity, Grass seed mix 797.04  
 British Gas, Storage shed electric Jan-Apr 17 25.54 24.33 
 Butler Fuels, 1000L Diesel 1186.68 988.90 
 Avoncrop Amenity, Terralift 2400.72 2000.60 
 Lister Wilder, Hire of compact seeder 540.00 450.00 
 Millhill Tools, Maintenance items 21.22 17.68 
 A & J Cox, Screed topsoil 245.00 204.17 
 A & J Cox, Screed topsoil (additional required) 288.00 240.00 
 UK Fuels, Unleaded 67.59 56.32 
 LJ Cannings, ground maintenance items 180.86 155.05 
 Avoncrop Amenity, Grass seed mix 286.68 283.18 
 Mr & Mrs Gill, Allotment security deposit refund 50.00  
 Castle Water, Water Tractor Shed 11/16-2/17 37.96  

 TOTAL 7374.01  
 

Finance and General Purposes Committee  Incl VAT  Ex VAT  
 Unicom, OMH Phoneline April 17 22.16 18.47 
 Peopletime, April salaries 9610.02  
 Argos, Acer laptop 269.99  
 Argos, HDMI cable 11.99  
 Daisy, Office phone March 17 62.71 52.26 
 Opus Energy, OMH Gas Mar-Apr 17 178.74 170.23 
 Seldram Supplies, OMH Cleaning products 141.36 117.81 
 PWLB, OMH loan repayments 1265.65  
 Paul Chapman, OMH Window cleaning May 17 50.00  
 Rentokil, Specialist Rec Ground clean up 7770.00 6475.00 
 PRS for music, OMH music charges 578.62 482.18 
 Peopletime, May salaries 9518.00  
 Daisy, Office phone April 17 62.34 51.95 
 Opus Energy, OMH Electricity Mar-Apr 17 152.52 145.26 
 Opus Energy, OMH Gas Apr-May 17 162.37 154.64 
 Swift, Photocopier copies Feb-May 17 32.20 26.83 
 Charlton Environmental, Weed spraying pavements 640.00 533.33 
 Arbocare, Various tree works 2760.00 2300.00 
 Siemens, Photocopier lease rental 194.59 162.16 
 Unicom, OMH Phoneline May 17 22.16 18.47 
 Grundon, OMH Refuse collection April 17 180.53 150.44 
 Function 28, Monthly website hosting fee 12.00 10.00 
 RJS (IA) Ltd, Internal audit 2016-17 1044.60  
 WH Smith, USB for office  27.99  

 TOTAL 34770.54  



UNADOPTED 
 

A – 2 
 

 
 
Chairman        TOTAL EXPENDITURE £43,947.43 
 
 
 
Bank Account balances as at 14 June 2017  Reserves Balances as at 31 March 2017 
 
Charity A/c   - £4,671.44  General Reserves - £156,307 
 
Community Directplus A/c  - £97.278.08  Specific Reserves: 
Instant Access A/c  - £0.00   
Public Sector Reserve A/c  - £203,389.72 FGP NP   - £20,000 
Petty Cash    - £143.56   LR Allotment deposits - £700 
Queens Diamond Jubilee A/c - £0.00  LR Future Projects - £41,306 

ES Balancing Pond  - £6,765 
 
Total Cash in Bank (- Charity A/c)  £300,811.36 Tot al Reserves   £225,078 


