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Grove Airfield 
Development Forum Minutes 

 
Wednesday 9th August 2017, 9.30am 

Old Mill Hall, School Lane, Grove, OX12 7LB 
 

Attendees 
 
Vale of White Horse District Council: 

 Emily Hamerton – Development Manager 
 Holly Bates – Major Applications Officer 
 Charlotte Brewerton – Senior Planning Officer (Majors) 
 Emma Hawthorne – Planning Enquiries Officer 

 
Applicant and Developer team: 

 Chris Minors – Persimmon 
 Rebecca Sanders 
 Damon Buckle 

 
Oxfordshire County Council: 

 Lynette Hughes 
 John Patey 
 Gavin Belcher 
 Ryan Moore 
 Will Pedley 
 Barbara Chillman 
 Will Madgwick 

 
Invitees: 

 Cllr Julia Reynolds 
 Cllr St John Dickson 
 Cllr Frank Parnell 
 Cllr June Stock 
 Cllr Bill Evans 
 Cllr Dan Rolfe 
 Cllr Constance 
 Cllr Ben Mabbett  
 Mr Graham Mundy 
 Mr Steve Trinder 
 Guy Wilkin - HarBug 
 Katie Buckingham – Wantage Town Council Deputy Clerk 
 Julie Mabberley – Wantage/Grove Campaign Group 
 Francis Sketch – Wantage/Grove Campaign Group 
 Jean Nunn-Price – Sustainable Wantage Community action group 
 Hugh Rees – Wantage Deanery (Oxford Diocese) Lay Chair 

 
 
Minutes of Meeting: 

Introductions 

  Introductions from all attendees.   
 

General Introduction (VoWH / Persimmon)  
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 Short introduction to the first Grove Airfield Development Forum given 
by Emily Hamerton. 

 Chris Minors gave short introduction to the development on behalf of 
Persimmon, and clarified that Persimmon are the only developer for the 
site and therefore the sole lead developer.  
 

 
 

Work programme over the next 12-24 months (Persimmon) 

 The applicant and developer team presented a PowerPoint 
presentation which contained the following: 

o Development proposal – outline permission in place for 2,500 
dwellings and associated infrastructure. 

o Phasing and key infrastructure provision – Mentioned the large 
amount of conditions and obligations attached to the 
permission, one of which requires a website to be created prior 
to commencement of development which Persimmon are 
hoping to use as a forum for updating the community. It was 
also explained that the permission is linked to triggers relating 
to education, but a decision has not yet been made to whether 
the developers will provide the primary school or provide the 
land and funding towards the primary school. Chris explained 
that the intention is for the football pitch to be ready at 50th 
occupation.  

o Indicative development programme – a broad indicative outline 
for forthcoming applications was discussed and illustrated via 
the presentation. Chris explained that it is anticipated that the 
first infrastructure application will be submitted at end of this 
month (August 2017) and is to be followed by a reserved 
matters application, for the first residential parcel, towards end 
of September 2017. Both applications are expected to be 
approved by late 2018 which will enable works to be 
commenced in spring 2018, and subsequently allow first 
occupation towards the end of 2018. Running alongside these 
applications will be applications to discharge conditions and 
obligations. Emily Hamerton clarified that information submitted 
as part of discharge applications is made public via the LPA 
website, but explained that discharge applications are treated 
differently to other applications as formal consultation does not 
occur.  

o First detailed infrastructure application – Damon Buckle 
explained the principle reason for this application is to provide 
opportunity for enabling works (i.e.: surface water drainage, 
fowl water, street lighting, landscaping etc.) to take place and 
serve the first residential parcels onsite, with physical works 
onsite anticipated to start in early 2018.  

o First detailed residential application – Rebecca Sanders 
discussed the initial draft proposals for Parcel 1, Phase 1 via 
the presentation. This phase is proposed to create a modern 
contemporary feel, with the use of render around the edges and 
brick based towards the middle which has been informed by the 
design code for the site. Rebecca confirmed that as drafted 
30% of units will be affordable within this parcel and would 
consist of 9 affordable 1 bed units. In addition to these 8 private 
1 bed units; 28 two bed units, 86 three bed units and some four 
bed units are to be provided as private units. Phase 1, Parcel 1 
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is proposed to incorporate a cycle way and parking provision for 
visitors, with OCC parking standards applied to the parking 
provision for the dwellings. Therefore the majority of units will 
have two spaces with garage dimensions proposed to be 3 x 6 
metres internally. Temporary bus stop provision will also be 
provided and is included as an obligation within the permission.  

 
The S106 requirements of the Forum (VoWH)  

 Emily Hamerton explained that the Development Forum is to provide a 
forum for the discussion consultation and planning of the necessary 
infrastructure for the Development, with a minimum of four meetings 
required per year.  
 

 
 

The forum remit 

 Ideas for the forum remit going forward were expressed as a round 
table discussion. The following comments/topics were raised; 

 Very helpful to know exactly what is happening and where applications 
are to be able to share this information with the Parishes. June Stock 
informed that Grove Parish Council currently use local papers, 
community newsletter, notice boards and own parish website to spread 
information.  

 It was explained that the ground rules for forum are district wide and 
were prepared for many different forums held by the LPA to enable 
fairness and provide structure.  

 It would be useful to for the Parish to monitor what’s going on and be 
able to feed this back to Persimmon when there are any queries or 
questions. Chris Minors explained that they wish to create dialogue 
with the Parish Council to enable discussion and comments to be 
received before applications are submitted to the LPA.  

 The confidentiality of forums was raised and Emily Hamerton explained 
that the minutes of each Forum would be published and therefore are 
able to be shared among other members and become public 
knowledge. It was added that the minutes will be included on the LPA 
website under the application reference.  

 It was asked how schools, pre-schools, buildings, health and 
community integration was being considered. Emily Hamerton 
explained that projects may come forward to engage the community 
and allow them to participate, such as school children engaging in the 
design for the new play park.  

 It was discussed how variations in applications can be confusing and 
would be helpful if the variations were made clearer, by explaining what 
it was before and what it is proposed to be changed to. Emily 
Hamerton discussed how covering letters can provide very clear 
summaries of the proposed changes, and a format in which this 
information will be provided is to be agreed with Chris Minors.  

 An update on meetings/discussion that take place outside of the forum 
(ie highways meetings) would be helpful for the group. It was explained 
that some discussions regarding technical details will occur between 
OCC and the developer team but Chris and Emily concluded that a 
method for informing of meetings that occur between forums would 
need to be agreed.  

 Barbara Chillman gave an update on the Vale Academy Trust been 
given approval to open up a free school on the Grove Airfield 
development, which is not a definite decision but an approval in 
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principle and subject to negotiation of details etc. Therefore the new 
school is expected to be run by the Vale Academy Trust with the 
Department of Education being involved and taking lead on planning 
the opening of the new school. It was added that the Department of 
Education are keen to be involved in future meetings of the 
Development Forum.  

 Helpful if contact details of Vale team could be shared with members of 
Development Forum.  

 Julie Mabberley explained that Wantage/Grove Campaign Group have 
their own website and send out weekly updates, with approximately 
850 members, in addition to a weekly column in a local newspaper. 

 It was discussed how Grove Airfield development should not just focus 
on the application site area but needs to look wider at the whole of 
Grove, and other developments in the neighbouring areas, in order to 
address topics such as transport issues, how are people going to get to 
work, are people going to be able to afford the houses, where are they 
going to work etc.  

 Update on triggers would be helpful as well as an update on 
programme of this. 

 It was discussed how OCC need to be engaged with cycling provision 
across the site and that cycling connections outside of the site be 
considered. HarBug currently update members through their website 
and email.  

 Need to ensure provision for public transport is provided within the site 
and appropriate.  

 Sustainable Wantage interested in environmental aspects, energy use 
of site and community provision generally.  

 It was discussed how it would be useful for the members of the Forum 
to feed into the agenda for future meetings and include possible 
matters that they are concerned with.  

 Emily and Chris agreed to meet and review the comments raised in 
order to decide the best way forward.  
 

Review of attendees  

 Ben Mabbett explained that it may be useful to include groups affected 
by the S.106 agreement to be involved at that particular stage (i.e. 
schools, scouts, and sports clubs). Emily Hamerton clarified that there 
may be a need for additional meetings for certain focus groups to 
discuss specific matters rather than at development forum, but 
members of the Forum will be kept updated on this.  
 

Emily 
Hamerton 
 

Website 

 Chris Minors explained that Persimmon is required within the legal 
agreement to put together a development website. 

 Potential structure/items to be included on website are as follows–  
o General news section/notifications – to include topics such as 

constriction, planning submissions and consultations.  
o Masterplan – infrastructure proposals and residential proposals.  
o Community – education, leisure, transport. 
o FAQs – reoccurring questions. 
o Contact – not just developers but Parish, County, District etc. 

but also site manager details.  
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 Other topics that could be included on the website were discussed and 
included the following; 

o Community hub section and sustainability aspect. 
o Completion dates and availability dates of houses. 
o Links area to link to consultations, live applications etc. 
o Pdf versions of information. 
o Overall timetable of development onsite.  

 
Future meeting dates  

 Next Development Forums anticipate to be held at the start of 
December, mid-March and end of June 2017.  

 Developer team confirmed that they would be happy to arrange interim 
measures and arrange focus meetings with the Parish to talk about 
application proposals and would agree a date outside of the Forum.  

 It was agreed that specific meetings could be arranged more frequently 
to discuss certain matters and best approach to this would be 
discussed by Emily and Chris.  
 

Emily 
Hamerton 
 

AOB & Close 

 It was explained that Holly Bates will be the main point of contact and 
these contact details would be circulated, however it is likely that four 
members of the LPA would attend the Development Forum.  

 Chris Minors explained that approximately 150-200 units are 
anticipated to be built per year. 

 It was clarified that the County Council will be invited to every 
Development Forum, and that this is a requirement of the Forum.  

 Frank Parnell raised concerns about the consultation process 
regarding the traffic calming measures on Newlands Drive. Frank 
explained that the amount and type calming proposed will deter people 
from using Newland Drive and therefore they won’t go near to the site 
or the new centre, which is concerning as the development is an 
integral part of Grove.  

 Ryan Moore explained that there was a live Section 278 application 
with OCC and encouraged the Parish Council to make their comments 
through the application process where they will be taken into account. 
Ryan explained that if the objections made could not be agreed with 
then the application would go to a committee with cabinet members, or 
it may be that the speed humps are taken out from a technical point of 
view.  

 Guy Wilkin discussed how Forum members need to be updated on the 
progress and stages of developments across Grove and the 
surrounding area, as Monks Farm, Crab Hill and other developments 
will be occurring at similar times.  
 

 
 

 
Meeting closed – 11.30am. 
 
Action Points 

 District to produce minutes and circulate.   
 Emily and Chris to discuss arrangements for any focus group meetings required and 

the process for these and feed back to the group.  
 LPA to circulate PowerPoint presentation used at Development Forum by 

Persimmon.  



6 
 

 Holly’s contact details: 
 
Holly Bates 
Major Applications Officer  
Holly.bates@southandvale.gov.uk  
01235 422600 (customer service number) 
07717 225182 (direct dial)  

 
 Next three proposed development forum dates:  

 
 Tuesday 5 December 2017 – AM  

 
 Friday 9 March 2018 – AM 

 
 Wednesday 27 June 2018 – AM 

 
 Invitations to be sent out for future forums nearer the time also including potential 

items to include on the agenda.  
 

 
 
 


