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REPORT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD ON 31 OCTOBER 2017 AT OLD MILL HALL, G ROVE 

 
Present:   Cllr J E Nunn-Price (Chairman)  Cllr E Green 
  Cllr L M Foster-Hill    Cllr K Jones 
  Cllr W R Ackers    Cllr D Rolfe 
  Cllr T Fraser     Cllr J M Stock 
 
Clerk:  Mr G M Mundy 
 

 1 Apologies for absence 
 

  Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs G Chown, D Parry and R T Pollock. 
 

 2 Declarations of Personal or Pecuniary Interests i n respect of items on the agenda 
for this meeting 
 

  No declarations were received.   
 

 3 Sign minutes of the committee meeting held on 19 September 2017 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of th e meeting.” 
 

 4 Matters arising from the meeting 
 

  (a) Minute 4(a) The green ‘Grove’ sign at the edge of the Parish area on the A338 – The 
Clerk informed the committee that this job has been completed at a cost of £150. 

 
  (b) Minute 5(a) Letcombe Brook project – The Clerk informed the committee that the 

Balancing Ponds will be cut within the coming three months, he added that he is 
waiting for the contractor to finalise dates. 
 

  (c) Minute 7(b) Update on road signage – The Clerk informed the committee that he has 
had a meeting with Lee Turner regarding road signage and said that he will update 
the committee under item 10 on the agenda. 
 

 5 Environmental matters 
 

  There was nothing to report. 
 

 6 Police and associated matters 
 

 
 
Clerk 

 (a) Acts of vandalism regarding Parish Council property since the last meeting.  The 
Clerk informed the committee that a window had been broken inside Old Mill Hall 
during an event.  The Clerk added that the hall hirer has offered to pay for the repairs.  
 

  (b) Neighbourhood Action Group.  There was nothing to report. 
   

  (c) Thames Valley Police and Crime Commissioner’ Strategic Plan for the next five 
years.  The plan was noted. 
 

  (d) Wantage and Grove Street Pastors reports for September 2017.  The report was 
noted. 
  

 7 Transport matters 
 

  (a) PTR report from the meeting held on 24 October 2017.  Cllr Pollock had submitted a 
written report in which he noted the following points:   
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   • To make it a genuine discussion group Stagecoach, Go Ahead (Oxford Bus 
Company and Thames) had been invited to attend.  Stagecoach had responded 
and shown interest but did not attend.  Go Ahead had not responded at all.  
Network Rail had been approached but could not attend this time.  It was 
suggested that it might be more appropriate to invite GWR and Chiltern as the 
operators and it was agreed that this would be done. 

   • School Contracts were out for tender for April 2018.  

   • County initiatives had taken place using S106 money but there had been a lack of 
consultation with local interested parties such as Parish Councils which had 
resulted in problems in Thame.  Moral make sure we are ahead of the game and 
get our thoughts in first. 

   • Comet now fully used where available in the County. 

   • Transport needs survey currently being undertaken by OCC.  Some concern about 
a DFT survey into competition from Volunteer Mini Bus Services where they are 
tendering for contracts.  If they are banned it could mean the loss of all services 
as they will not be taken over by commercial operators. 

   • Important that we band together with common interests, however, we tried this with 
our local bus services because they cover a number of Parishes but got zero 
interest in co-operation! 

   In discussion, it was noted that the new S8 and S9 Stagecoach services (replacing 
the 31 and X30) had commenced and some initial problems had arisen, primarily due 
to the lack of prior communication with bus users. 
 

 8 Income and Expenditure to-date for this committee  
 

  The income and expenditure to-date was noted against the budget for this year. 
 

 9 Draft budget for this committee for the 2018-19 f inancial year 
 

  The committee agreed that an additional £5000 expenditure is off-set against the budget 
for 2018-19 with an additional income amount of £4,500 grant money for a stiles 
replacement project.  It was noted that if the grant money was not forthcoming then the 
project would not go ahead. 
 

  The Clerk informed the committee that with the above items included the draft budget would 
be £13,775 (a 7.83% increase above the current years’ budget. 
 

Clerk  The Clerk was asked to bring the revised budget back to the next committee meeting. 
 

 
 

10 Chairman’s urgent communications 

  The Clerk informed the committee that he had received an update from Lee Turner of OCC 
that the new ‘Recreation Grounds’ and Grove Business Park signs should be installed 
around end January 2018. 
  

The meeting closed at 8.15pm 
 
Confirmed:  12 December 2017      __________________________ 

Chairman 
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