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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON TUESDAY 6 MARCH 2018 AT OLD MILL HALL, GROVE 

 
Present:  Cllr J M Stock (Chairman)    Cllr K Jones 
  Cllr G Chown     Cllr J E Nunn-Price  
  Cllr S K Dexter     Cllr F D Parnell  
  Cllr W Evans     Cllr D Parry 
  Cllr L M Foster-Hill    Cllr R T Pollock  
  Cllr T Fraser     Cllr D Rolfe 
  Cllr E Green     Cllr I Weeden 
 
In attendance:  County Cllr Z Patrick and District Cllr J Reynolds 
 
Clerk:  Mr G M Mundy 
 
 128 Apologies for absence 

 
  Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Cllr W R Ackers, A P Harker, County 

and District Cllr J Hannaby, District Cllr B Mabbett and C McCarthy. 
 

 129 Declaration of Personal or Pecuniary Interests  in respect of items on the agenda for 
this meeting 
 

  Cllr Dexter and Parry both declared an interest in item 142 as they are both members of 
Grove Rugby Football Club. 
 

 130 To sign the minutes of the Full Council Meetin g held on 23 January 2018 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of t he meeting” 
 

 131 To sign the minutes of the Special Full Counci l Meeting held on 6 February 2018 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of t he meeting” 
 

 132 To sign the minutes of the Special Full Counci l Meeting held on 20 February 2018 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of t he meeting” 
 

 133 To consider matters arising from those minutes  
 

  From the Full Council meeting held on 23 January 2018 
 

  (a) Minute 116(a) – Newlands Drive traffic calming.  The Clerk informed the Council that he 
has sent the Council’s comments to the County Council (copied to the developer). 
 

   He added that he has also requested a copy of the study carried out by Brookbanks, but 
this has yet to be received.      
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  (b) Minute 116(e) – Naming of Grove Airfield.  The Clerk informed the Council that he had 
sent the suggestion of naming of the Grove Airfield Development ‘Wellington Fields’, to 
Persimmon Homes but was told by return email that it was too late because the name 
‘Wellington Gate’ had already been announced in the media. 
 

  (c) Minute 122 – Re-visit comments made to planning application P17/V3248/RM.  The 
Clerk informed the Council that the original comments had been withdrawn and the 
agreed new comments submitted. 
 

  From the Special Full Council meeting held on 6 February 2018 
 

  (d) Minute 3 (a) – P17/V2674/RM.  The Clerk informed the Council that the Council’s 
comments on this application had been passed to the Planning Authority. 
 

  From the Special Full Council meeting held on 20 February 2018 
 

  (f) Minute 3(a) – P17/V2753/RM – Amendment number 2.  The Clerk informed the Council 
that he has informed the District Council of the Council’s comments in relation to this 
application, however, he added that this will be further discussed under item 139 on the 
agenda. 
 

 134 Questions from the public 
 

  There were no members of the public in attendance. 
 

 135 To receive County and District Councillor repo rts 
 

  (a) County Councillor report.  County Cllr Patrick read out her report.  A written version is 
attached as appendix 1 to these minutes.   
 

  (b) District Councillor report.  District Cllr Reynolds read out her report.  A written version is 
attached as appendix 1 to these minutes. 
 

 136 Updates on the Grove Airfield Development/Local  Plan 2031 Part 2 
 

  The Clerk informed the Council that he has received two development briefs arising from the 
‘Wellington Gate’ Development, one for Primary School number 1 and the second for the 
Open Spaces. 
 

All/ 
Clerk 

 Following a discussion, the Chairman said that she would call a Special Full Council meeting 
on Tuesday 13 March 2018 starting at 6.30pm to discuss these documents further. 
 

 137 To receive Council Chairman communications 
 

  There were no Council Chairman communications. 
 

 138 Receive and consider the following consultation s 
  

 
 
 
Clerk 

 (a) London – Oxford Airport – London – Oxford Airport Change Proposal – Following a 
discussion, it was agreed to object in the strongest possible terms to this change 
proposal because the Parish Council do not understand the reason for the proposal 
because of the technical language used in the consultation papers.  
 

 
 
 
Clerk 

 (b) RAF Brize Norton Airspace Change Proposal – Following a discussion, it was agreed to 
object in the strongest possible terms to this change proposal because the Parish 
Council do not understand the reason for the proposal because of the technical language 
used in the consultation papers.  
 



 
Full Council Meeting                                                                                                                                                                                 6 March 2018 
 

 
Page 3 of 4 

 

2495 
 
 
 
Clerk 

 (c) Thames Water draft Water Resources Management Plan 2019 for the period 2020 – 
2100 – Following a discussion, it was agreed to ask Thames Water to send a 
representative to attend a Special Full Council meeting to be held on 10 April 2018 to 
further discuss the Water Resources Management Plan. 
 

 139 Correspondence from the District Council regard ing recent comments made by the 
Parish Council regarding P17/V2753/RM and to consid er withdrawing those 
comments 
 

  The Clerk explained to the Council that following an admission by the Planning Authority that 
it had made an error in consulting the Environment Agency when they are not a statutory 
consultee in Reserved Matters planning applications, the Planning Authority has asked the 
Parish Council to withdraw its comments made in respect of the above planning application. 
   

  A discussion ensued, whereby Cllr Parnell suggested that the Council would withdraw its 
comments as long as the post of ‘Environmental Clerk of Works’ (as suggested by the 
Environment Agency) was established. 
  

  Following a further discussion, the Chairman asked for a show of hands in favour of 
withdrawing the comments and the result was as follows: 
 
One in favour, 12 against and one abstention 
 

 140 DRAFT meetings timetable for 2018-19 
 

  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Parnell SECONDED Cllr Foster-Hill and 
RESOLVED unanimously 
 

Clerk  “to accept the DRAFT timetable of meetings for 201 8-19” 
 

 141 Parish Council reception 2018 
 

  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Dexter SECONDED Cllr Foster-Hill and 
RESOLVED unanimously 
 

 
Clerk 
 

 “to hold the annual parish Council reception on the  Friday evening which precedes 
school half term in October 2018 subject to Old Mil l Hall bookings” 

  Clerks Note:  Following consultation with the Hall Manager, the parish council reception for 
2018 will be held on Friday 12 November 2018.  This is one week before the Schools break 
up for half term. 
 

 142 Recommendation from the Leisure and Recreation  committee 
 

  On the motion from Cllr Ackers and seconded Cllr Stock… 
 
“to recommend to Full Council, to extend the curren t lease with Grove Rugby Football 
Club to 2095 and that GRFC will be liable for all l egal costs” 
 

  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Parnell SECONDED Cllr Foster-Hill and 
RESOLVED unanimously 
 

Clerk  “to accept the recommendation” 
 

 143 Briefing note from the Neighbourhood planning working group from their meeting 
with Vale of White Horse District Council officers helds on 8 February 2018 
 

  The Council considered the briefing note prepared by the Working Group, whilst it was 
agreed that the Parish Council would not actively pursue a neighbourhood plan now, it was  
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Working 
party 

 agreed that an enlarged working group to come up with a proposal and costings for a 
community engagement event for consideration at the next Full Council meeting on 17 May 
2018 
 

 144 To receive reports from outside bodies 
 

  The reports were noted. 
 

 145 To consider committee reports 
 

  (a) Report of Environmental Services Committee meeting held on 30 January 2018 – Cllr 
Nunn-Price presented the report. 
 

  (b) Report of the Planning Committee meeting held on 6 February 2018 – Cllr Evans 
presented the report. 
 

  (c) Report of Leisure and Recreation Committee meeting held on 13 February 2018 – Cllr 
Dexter presented the report. 
 

  (d) Report of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 20 February 
2018 – Cllr Stock presented the report. 
 

 146 To consider accounts for payments since the las t meeting (Appendix 3) 
 

  It was MOVED Cllr L Foster-Hill SECONDED Cllr Fraser and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the accounts for payment for the sum of £52, 577.64 are adopted” 
 

 
The meeting closed at 9.10pm  
 
Confirmed: 17 April 2018                                                                                 
                                                                                                                          Chairman 
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Appendix 1 
 

COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT 
 

Firstly, I do hope that you are finding Peter Clark’s monthly briefings useful and I shall continue to send 
them to the clerk to send round to everyone to update you on general County Council business.  I have 
sent the latest one over today for your information. 
 
The last full council meeting I chaired was the budget setting meeting which all went through with a 
council tax rise of 5.99% which is the maximum allowed before triggering a referendum.  We have been 
allowed to raise an extra 3% precept to pay for social care (this is added as a separate item to the 
council tax bill).  Demand for our services grows, but at least we are not in the difficult position of 
Northamptonshire County Council who has been declared virtually bankrupt.  At least we have set a 
budget and our finances have been declared in good order.  However, the highways maintenance 
budget is always under pressure as we can see from the increasing demand to fix potholes.  Fix My 
Street continues to be a problem, as does the situation where potholes are fixed and then the filling 
comes out again.  I have reported this several times to the Highways Inspectors. 
 
One good thing that came out of our budget was that each councillor will be given £15,000 in what is to 
be called a ‘Councillor Priority Fund’ which will mean that we will have our own budget, as has happened 
in the past, to be spent on projects in our divisions.  This is not just about Highways projects though, it 
can be used towards anything, for example refurbishment of a day centre or other facilities which are 
needed for the community. 
 
The bid to our Localities Fund to have the white lining refreshed at Oxford Lane, on both mini 
roundabouts and thereabouts was successful.  However, with the forthcoming closure of Oxford Lane 
for the contractor (Thames Water) to carry out works  from 12th March for 6 weeks needs to ensure that 
this work will be complete before any resurfacing/white lines refresh takes place.  
 
Regarding the traffic calming proposals for Newlands Drive.  I am scheduled to speak at the Delegated 
Cabinet Member Decisions meeting this Thursday.  I believe that Cllr. Rodney Pollock will also be 
attending that meeting, so I do hope that we shall be listened to and our concerns will be aired.  One of 
my concerns which I shall be raising is about the lack of a cycleway along Newlands Drive due to the 
problems with the ransom strip.  I shall try to ensure that good access for cycling and pedestrians to 
access facilities, in particular the schools and the community hub will be essential for the development 
to work and to integrate.  These will be some of the points I shall be making at the meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 

Councillor Zoe Patrick 
County Councillor for Grove and Wantage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

 

Appendix 2 
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT  
 
The Local Plan Part 2 has been submitted to the Secretary of State for examination.  Part 2 includes 
policies and locations for housing to meet the Vale’s proportion of Oxford’s unmet housing need.  The 
timetable for examination by the Inspector hasn’t been determined yet. 
 
The 2018/19 budget was approved at the Vale DC’s full council.  More than £750k has been allocated 
over 3 years to create a new team to tackle environmental issues and improve the public areas across 
the Vale.  A further £200k has been made available for community grants.  Check the website to see 
when the Area Grants for the south east DC are open and think about any potential community projects 
that could be submitted. 
 
The Vale DC was successful in its bid for nearly £8 million of Government money to deliver the Wantage 
Eastern link road.  The total cost is around £15 million, with the remainder of the money coming from 
developer contributions and other funding pots. 
 
The Vale DC has agreed the Oxfordshire housing and growth deal based on a commitment from 
Government and partner councils to address a number of ‘red lines’ which aims to protect the District 
from uncontrolled development.  This will secure £150 million of infrastructure funding for Oxfordshire 
(mainly roads) with the hope of additional cash in the future and £60 million for affordable housing.  Also, 
the Vale DC has negotiated a number of benefits to protect the existing local plan, including reducing 
the current 5-year housing land supply requirement to just 3 years.  This deal sees the Vale DC establish 
a Joint Statutory Spatial Plan for Oxfordshire to improve joined up planning across the county.  The Vale 
DC has made it clear that this plan must not allocate housing sites and will put no additional pressure 
on the Vale DC in this period to 2031.  The Vale DC will consider the most appropriate way to consult 
with residents in due course. 
 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Julia Reynolds 
District Councillor for Grove and Wantage Brook War d 
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Appendix 3 
 

COUNCIL MEETING 6 th March 2018 
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT FROM 19th JANUARY-1st MARCH 2018 

 
Environmental Services  Incl VAT Ex VAT  
 Charlton Park GC, Memorial trees 83.59  
 Bin-It, January dog bin service 617.03 514.19 
 R Barker, Refund of overpayment (interment fee) 145.00  
 Grundon, Village Refuse collection January 18 144.07 120.06 
 Wilts & Berks Canal Trust, Annual subscription 25.00  

 TOTAL 1014.69  
 
 

 
 

Leisure & Recreation Committee  Incl VAT  Ex VAT  
 LJ Cannings, ground maintenance items 138.00 115.00 
 ROSPA, Quarterly play area inspections 213.60 178.00 
 LJ Cannings, ground maintenance items 578.72 482.26 
 Wilts & Berks Canal Trust, Annual subscription 25.00  
 Grove Garage, Van MOT & service 340.03 237.65 
 LJ Cannings, New mower & ground maintenance items 28056.00 23380.00 
 UK Fuels, Unleaded 53.01 44.17 
 LJ Cannings, ground maintenance items 30.89 25.74 

 TOTAL 29435.25  
 
Chairman  (Original signed)    TOTAL EXPENDITURE £52,577.64 
 
 
Bank Account balances as at 1 March 2018  Reserves Balances as at 31 March 2017 
 
Charity A/c   - £4,763   General Reserves - £156,307 
 
Community Directplus A/c  - £7,495   Specific Reserves: 
Instant Access A/c  - £0.00   
Public Sector Reserve A/c  - £223,390 FGP NP   - £20,000 
Petty Cash    - £127  LR Allotment deposits - £700 
Queens Diamond Jubilee A/c - £0.00  LR Future Projects - £20,874.23 

ES Balancing Pond  - £6,765 
 
Total Cash in Bank (Incl Charity A/c) £235,775 Tota l Reserves   £204,646.23 
 

A – 3 - 1 

Finance and General Purposes Committee  Incl VAT  Ex VAT  
 PPL, OMH PPL Licence  164.04 136.70 
 Cartridge UK, Printer cartridges 38.50  
 Opus Energy, OMH Gas Dec 17-Jan 18 571.40 476.17 
 Unicom, Office phone calls 100.74 83.95 
 Peopletime, Wages January 18 9765.11  
 Function 28, Monthly website hosting fee 12.00 10.00 
 OALC, Cllr training 48.00 40.00 
 Executive Fire Protection, Annual fire extinguisher service 134.64 112.20 
 HM Land Registry, Land search x 2 (Recreation Ground) 12.00  
 Function 28, Monthly website hosting fee 12.00 10.00 
 Opus Energy, OMH Electric Dec 17-Jan 18 338.41 282.01 
 Cathedral Leasing, OMH Annual Ladies hygiene service 361.87 301.56 
 Smiths DIY, Maintenance materials 106.67 88.89 
 Grundon, OMH Refuse collection January 18 144.07 120.06 
 Peopletime, Wages February 18 9693.02  
 Siemens, Lease rental & annual service fee 254.59 212.16 
 HM Land Registry, Land search x 3 (Old Mill Hall) 18.00  
 Cleverbridge, Bullguard internet security 49.95 41.62 
 Seldram Supplies, OMH cleaning materials 147.73 123.11 
 Swift, Photocopier copies 154.96 129.13 

 TOTAL 22127.70  


