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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON TUESDAY 13 MARCH 2018 AT OLD MILL HALL, GROVE 

 
Present: Cllr F D Parnell (Chairman)   Cllr J E Nunn-Price 
 Cllr G Chown     Cllr D Parry 
 Cllr S K Dexter (part meeting)   Cllr R T Pollock  
 Cllr T Fraser (part meeting)   Cllr D Rolfe 
 Cllr E Green      Cllr I Weeden 
      
In attendance: County and District Cllr J Hannaby and Mr Stephen Taylor (Planning Director, Persimmon Homes)  
 
Clerk: Mr G M Mundy 
 
  Prior to the start of the meeting the Clerk informed the Council that both the Chairman and Vice 

Chairman of the Council had given their apologies for not attending the meeting.  He said that in 
accordance with Standing Orders, the members present must elect a Chairman for this meeting. 
   

  It was MOVED Cllr Chown SECONDED Cllr Nunn-Price and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that Cllr Parnell is elected as Chairman for this meeting” 
 

  Cllr Parnell took his seat as the chairman for this meeting. 
 

 1 Apologies for absence 
 

  Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Cllrs W R Ackers, L M Foster-Hill, A P Harker, 
K Jones, and J M Stock.  Apologies had also been received from District Cllr C McCarthy. 
 

 2 Declaration of Personal or Pecuniary Interests i n respect of items on the agenda for this 
meeting 
 

  No declarations were given at this time.  The Chairman invited members to declare any interests as 
and when throughout the meeting. 
 

 3 DRAFT Grove Airfield Development Briefs 
 

  (a) Draft development brief for Primary School Number 1.  Stephen Taylor explained the process 
and the reason why a development brief is needed.   
 

   Cllr Pollock asked if the bus drop off point was for service and school buses.  Stephen 
responded and said that it was just for school buses. 
 

   Cllr Parnell asked why the extension in the Primary school was for KS2 only and not for KS1.  
Stephen responded and said that there would be a perceived increase in KS2 pupils, he added 
that he would take this question back to the education authority for clarification.  
 

   A question was asked if the school was going to be built on different levels.  Stephen responded 
and said that it would be single storey only. 
 

   Cllr Dexter asked what would be done to mitigate flooding.  Stephen responded and said that 
the school was going to be built against a ‘1 – in 100 years event plus 30%’. 
 

   Cllr Chown asked if there was going to be any access provision to the school off Newlands 
Drive.  Stephen responded and said that because of security, access would only be obtained 
from the front of the school within the development area and not from Newlands Drive.  He 
added that the school would be completely fenced in with a single access point. 
 

   Cllr Chown suggested that a mechanism is incorporated on Newlands Drive to stop parents 
from dropping their children off on the Highway.  Stephen responded and said that he would 
take the suggestion back to Highways. 
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   Cllr Rolfe asked why all of the access routes to the school appeared to be coming from the 
West of the school and none from the East.  Stephen responded and said that the outline 
application will show all of the access routes to the school from all directions. 
   

  (b) Draft development brief for Open Spaces Primary School Number 1.  Stephen Taylor explained 
the process and the reason why a development brief is needed.   
 

   Cllr Parnell asked if the size of the Community Park was as stated in the outline application 
and not inclusive of the allotments which sit in the park as these should have a separate land 
allocation.  Cllr Parnell suggested and the Council agreed that parking should be provided for 
both the Community Park visitors and allotment holders and that the car parking area should 
be shown along with the number of spaces and how the allotments will be accessed from it.  
Stephen responded and said that he would take this question back with him and respond 
accordingly.  
   

   Cllr Dexter said that he had concerns regarding the ransom strip and access to the playing 
fields and what steps have Persimmon Homes taken to secure this land by way of compulsory 
purchase.  Stephen responded and said that he would take this question away and speak to 
Persimmon Land. 
  

   Cllr Parry expressed his concern at the amount of WWII debris which is through to have been 
buried by the American Air Force when they left the site after the second world war.  Stephen 
responded and said that in excess of 150 trial pits have been dug already and no significant 
contamination has been found.  He added that if something is found then it will be reported to 
the appropriate authorities.  
 

   Cllr Pollock said that the Grove sports clubs use the utilise all of the current Recreation Ground 
and Wasbrough Field for their respective annual tournaments, what can Persimmon Homes do 
to assist with the crossing of the Southern Access Road.  Stephen responded and said that he 
would take this question back to Highways. 
     

   Cllr Chown said that a lot of tree planting will take place across the development and asked 
what measures would be taken to ensure that only native trees are planted.  Stephen responded 
and said that when the respective applications are forthcoming both the Parish Council and the 
developers will look closely at what type of trees are proposed. 
   

   Cllr Rolfe asked about a bridge across the Southern Access Road.  Stephen responded and 
said that a bridge is not possible because of land ownership issues. 
 

   Cllr Dexter said that it takes approximately 2 years to build and lay a sports pitch before it can 
be used.  Stephen responded and said that there are triggers written into the s106 agreement.  
He said that he will come back to the Parish Council with an accurate list of trigger points and 
it may be in Persimmon Homes interest to build the replacement pitches early. 
   

 Cllr Dexter left the meeting 
Cllr Fraser arrived 

 
 4 Planning applications 

 
  (a) Response to planning application P18/V0399/RM - Reserved matters approval for 54 dwellings 

including appearance, landscaping, layout and scale.  The outline planning application was 
subject to EIA and was submitted to the planning authority at that time on the Former Grove 
Airfield West of Grove and to the West of Newlands Drive on Land North of Denchworth Road 
Grove. 
 

Clerk   Following a discussion, it was agreed that there were no objections to this planning application. 
 

  (b) Information from Persimmon Homes regarding planning application P17/V2753/RM.  Stephen 
Taylor suggested that prior to any future application regarding the Grove Airfield Development 
that he attend to brief the Council and go through the application in order to satisfy the Council 
when it comes to debating any future applications.      
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   He said that he wanted to ensure the best possible outcome from the Grove Airfield 
Development for the community of Grove and the wider area.  He said that Persimmon Homes 
would be in the area for at 10-15 years building the Wellington Gate and wanted to work with 
the Parish Council.  
 

   Cllr Parnell stated that following the Council’s refusal to withdraw their objections to this 
application has resulted in Stephen Taylor from Persimmon Homes attending this meeting and 
making the above statements.  Stephen also assured the Council that he would endeavour to 
ensure that someone from the Vale also attends meetings where airfield plans are discussed.  
Cllr Parnell said that he believed that the reason for not withdrawing the objection had therefore 
achieved its aim and it should now be withdrawn. 
  

   Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Parnell SECONDED Cllr Pollock and RESOLVED 
unanimously  
 

   “to withdraw the comments made against P17/V2753/RM  – Amendment number 2” 
 

  
Meeting closed:  7.41pm 
 
Confirmed: 17 April 2018                                                                           ________________________ 
                                                                                                                   Chairman 


