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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON TUESDAY 27 OCTOBER 2020 

 

In accordance with The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local 
Authority and Police Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 the Full Council meeting 

of Grove Parish Council was held remotely (on Zoom)   

 
Present: Cllr J M Stock (Chairman)  Cllr D Gernon    Cllr J E Nunn-Price 
 Cllr S K Dexter (Vice Chairman)  Cllr E Green   Cllr F D Parnell 
  Cllr W R Ackers   Cllr K Jones    Cllr D Parry 
 Cllr R Batstone   Cllr B Mabbett (part meeting) Cllr D Rolfe 
 Cllr T Fraser     Cllr P Markham   Cllr K Rowland 
 
In attendance: County Cllr J Hanna, County and District Cllr J Hannaby and District Cllr A Duveen (part meeting) 
 Mr Richard Evans - CEO, The Vale Academy Trust (up to item 82)  
 
Clerk: Mr G M Mundy 
 
 79 Apologies for absence 

 
  Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Cllrs A P Harker. 

 
 80 Declaration of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in respect of items on the agenda for 

this meeting 
 

  No declarations were given at this time. 
 

 81 To sign the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 15 September 2020 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting” 
 

 82 Mr Richard Evans – CEO of The Vale Academy Trust 
 

   
District Cllr A Duveen joined the meeting 

 
  The Chairman welcomed Mr Evans to the meeting and invited him to introduce himself to 

members. 
 

  Mr Evans informed the Council that the Department for Education (DfE) had asked the Vale 
Academy Trust (VAT) to give the new Secondary School an interim name, the VAT have 
provisionally named the school the Grove Free School. 
 

  Members then asked questions as follows: 
 

  The Chairman asked what type of school will the ‘free School’ be, she said originally it was 
going to be a secondary school, then it was going to be an ‘all through school’ (from primary 
education up to and including secondary education).  Mr Evans responded and said that the 
new ‘free school’ will be a through school but split on to two separate sites, he said that 
primary education will be 45 pupils per year group and secondary education on a separate 
site. 
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  Cllr Parnell said that there will be two primary schools on the Grove Airfield Development, 
which one will be allocated to the VAT and form part of the ‘free school’, he added that he 
thought the word ‘Grove’ should be associated with any new school?  The Clerk informed 
the meeting that according to the Grove Development Forum meeting held on Friday 23 
October it was stated that Primary school number 1 (North along Newlands Drive) would be 
linked to the Secondary school and that Primary school number 2 would be run by another 
organisation.  
 

   
Parish Cllr B Mabbett joined the meeting 

 
  Cllr Dexter asked when the primary school will be open and when will the secondary school 

be open from?  Mr Evans responded and said that the Primary school will be open from 2023 
and 2024 for the secondary school.  He added that the reason for this was to ensure that 
there was sufficient housing with school age children and so as not to cause competition to 
other local schools. 
 

  Cllr Rowland asked about the numbers of pupils per year group.  Mr Evans responded and 
said that there will be 1 and a half form entry per year group and approximately 300 pupils 
and the secondary school will hold 700 pupils. 
  

  Cllr Rolfe asked about an admission policy.  Mr Evans said that the admission policy has not 
yet been decided.  Cllr Rolfe said that it would be nice if the schools had an open admission 
policy.  Mr Evans responded and said that he would like to open the schools and make them 
as open as it possible. 
 

  The Chairman asked about the sports facilities on site, she said that we know that the 
secondary school will have playing fields but will there be a sports hall and if so, will the 
sports hall be open to the public outside of school hours?  Mr Evans responded and said 
that there will be a sports hall on the secondary school site and added that the decision to 
open the sports hall to members of the public and will be a VAT decision, he further added 
that, that decision will be yes it will be open to the public outside of school hours. 
   

  Cllr Parnell asked when the school will be named.  Mr Evans responded and said that it is 
hoped that the official name of the school will be agreed in the next month or so, so that 
documentation etc can be prepared. 
 

  There being no further questions, the Chairman thanked Mr Evans for attending the Council 
meeting. 
 

 83 Clerks summary report from the previous meeting 
 

  (a) Minute 62(a) – War memorial booklet.  The Clerk informed the Council that Cllr Rolfe 
has been working with the Council’s website provider on this project.  
 

   Cllr Rolfe gave a quick update on this project and asked members who are connected 
to this project to stay on-line after the Council meeting so he can speak to them. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

 (b) Minute 62(b) – Rugby Club lease extension.  The Clerk informed the Council that he has 
asked the Council’s Solicitor to review this matter with some urgency.  He added that he 
has asked the Council’s Solicitor to obtain quotes for a Barrister to arbitrate if required. 
 

  (c) Minute 67 – Arrangements for Remembrance Sunday.  The Clerk informed the Council 
that he has spoken to Rev Durant at the Parish Church who has informed him that a 
shorter outside service will take place at the Church following current Covid-19 social 
distancing guidelines. 
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   He added that because of the current restrictions and the requirement for track and 
trace, any member of the Council that has not already expressed an interest in attending 
this service is to notify the Clerk ASAP.  The Clerk added that a service will also take 
place in the Cemetery at the Allied Services Memorial following current Covid-19 social 
distancing guidelines. 
 

   He added that because of the current restrictions and the requirement for track and 
trace, any member of the Council that has not already expressed an interest in attending 
this service is to notify the Clerk ASAP. 
 

  (d) Minute 68 – Council’s general insurance 2020/21.  The Clerk informed the Council that 
the insurance on the Council’s general policy started with effect 1 October 2020. 
 

  (e) Minute 69 – Council’s motor vehicle insurance 2020/21.  The Clerk informed the Council 
that the insurance on the Council’s motor vehicle policy started with effect 1 October 
2020. 
 

  (f) Minute 70 – Review of the cleaning charge applied to hirers of Old Mill Hall regarding 
Covid-19.  The Clerk informed the Council that he has informed all regular hirers of the 
Council’s decision to end the additional cleaning charge which has been welcomed. 
 

 84 Questions from the public 
 

  No members of the public were present. 
 

 85 To receive District and County Councillor reports 
 

  (a) County Council matters.  County Cllr Hannaby informed the Council that Oxfordshire 
County Council will now support Civil Parking Enforcement (CPE).  She said that the 
Cabinet report will now go to the five District Council’s and she added that they must all 
support the proposal and that if one of the District Council objects then the proposal will 
not go forward.  She further added that all of the District Councils have been asked to 
pay £60,000 towards the costs of setting up CPE.  If agreed, the scheme could be 
implemented in November 2021. 
  

   She informed the Council that two speed surveys on the A338 from Grove traffic lights 
to Bellinger’s Garage have now taken place recently and that motorists were within the 
speed limit of 50mph.  She added that she will take the findings to the next Traffic 
Advisory Committee meeting with a view to requesting some sort of traffic calming on 
the A338. 
  

   County Cllr Hannaby added that the County Council are working on a plan to widen and 
repair the A338 footpath. 
  

   County Cllr Hanna then spoke about the provision of free school meals for children 
during the holidays.  She said that the funding which was allocated in July, finished on 
23 October before the school holidays.  She added that there will be an emergency 
meeting at Wantage Town Council to see if there could be anything that could be done 
in case the central funding was not forthcoming. 
 

   She said regarding Grove Train Station, that there is a bid that the localities team have 
been working on to obtain some of the Governments Railway Fund which would allow a 
business continuity business case for Grove Train Station.    She said regarding Fix My 
Street, that both she and County Cllr Hannaby are concerned about communication, 
expectations, delays and non-delivery especially during Covid-19.  She then spoke 
about Covid-19, and said that Grove was a bit of a hot spot recently with no cases being 
reported a week ago and cases now rising with a rate 200 per 100,000 which currently 
higher that Oxford City. 
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  (b) District Council matters.  District Cllr Duveen informed the Council that the District 
Council now has their Corporate Plan in place.  He added that the District Council is in 
tight straits financially and District Cllr Andy Crawford is just about managing to keep the 
District Council afloat. 
 

   Parish and District Cllr Batstone informed the Council that the District Council recently 
passed a resolution opposing the Governments changes to the Planning strategy, which 
he said would affect the Parish Council quite seriously. 
  

   Parish Cllr Rolfe asked if there were any comments on the rumours that the Wantage 
Leisure Centre is set to close?  County and District Cllr Hannaby responded and said 
that there are issues generally with GLL (District Council’s Leisure contractor) and their 
financial status.   
 

   Cllr Dexter said that at the last meeting the Parish Council raised the issue of cycling 
and the cycle paths, and said that he noted from the Forum meeting for Crab Hill, that 
cycling was raised there and that we are being held back by complying with old rules.  
Had there been any success in talking to County about the lines being painted on the 
cycle path along the A338 (from Grove Bridge to Wantage) especially the three places 
where cyclists have to give way?  Cllr Rolfe said that cyclists were forced to give way 
and force them on to the road and make them go on to the road as it is not safe enough 
to use the cycle path.   
 

   Cllr Hannaby responded and said that she has spoken to Lee Turner at County 
Highways who confirmed that it is a designated cycle path but pedestrians can use it.  
Cllr Dexter responded and said that that was not the issue.  The issue is, taking the new 
care home as an example, cyclists have to give way because the entrance into the care 
home takes priority over cyclists.  Cllr Hanna responded and said that this was raised at 
a locality meeting but she has not had an adequate answer and is this a case of rights 
of way for cyclists.   
 

   Parish Cllr Parry asked which authority is responsible for the edging work that was taking 
place along Brereton Drive, because he said that whilst out walking he came across a 
gang working along Brereton Drive and he asked them did they have a plan on where 
they were to work, the response given was that there was no plan and they could do 
where they liked.  County and District Cllr Hannaby said she would look into it. 
 

   Parish Cllr Mabbett said about the cycle path, that in Oxford City roads had in effect two 
give way points for motorists, one for cycle paths and one for the road, can a similar 
scheme be adopted in Grove?  Cllr Hannaby responded and said that we need to get 
Officers on side and between herself and Cllr Hanna we will get on to of this issue. 
  

   Parish Cllr Parnell asked if the County and District Cllrs could check the planning 
application for the care home and see where the give way signs are to be located.  Cllr 
Hannaby said she will check the applications. 
 

 86 Update from the Grove Airfield Development 
 

  (a) Funding proposal for ‘hiring’ the temporary community building for Wellington Gate.  The 
Clerk had prepared and distributed the funding formula available to the Parish Council 
for facilitating meetings on behalf of the Wellington Gate Community Officer.  The 
document was received and noted. 
  

  (b) Crab Hill Forum minutes from the meeting held on 23 September 2020.  The Forum 
minutes were received and noted. 
 

 
Clerk 

 (c) Temporary sports pitch and sports pitch facilities.  Following a discussion, it was agreed 
to defer this matter to the next meeting of the Council. 
 

 
Clerk 

 (d) Sports Hall funding.  Following a discussion, it was agreed to write to the Vale of White 
Horse District Council regarding this matter. 
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 87 Income and expenditure for Grove Parish Council to-date  
 

  The Council reviewed the income and expenditure to-date against the budget. 
 

 88 Parish Council Social Media policy 
 

 
 
Clerk 

 Following a discussion, it was agreed to enquire with the Council’s insurance provider and 
find out if the Council, Officers and or individual members are covered for defamation under 
the current policy. 
  

 89 Fixed Asset Register 
 

  The Clerk informed the Council of the following movements in the Fixed Asset Register as 
at 22 October 2020: 
 

  • Removed – Deutz Fahr tractor replaced with new Kioti tractor 

• Removed – Village Green notice board – not yet replaced 

• Removed – Wooden Cemetery shelter – not yet replaced 

• Removed – Village green bench/seat – to be replaced by family contribution 

• Removed – Recreation ground bench/seat – not yet replaced 

• Added – Tomlin Mole Drainer 

• Added – Post Hole Borer 

• Removed – Chain harrows - replaced with new chain harrows 
 

 90 DRAFT budget for 2021/22 as prepared by the Clerk 
 

  The Clerk informed the Council that he had presented a DRAFT budget to keep the Council 
going and it has no frills included, if members wanted to include other items of expenditure 
then they are to inform him (with justification) to enable him to bring this forward to the next 
meeting. 
 

  Cllr Dexter said that if you look at the spreadsheet it forecasts what the Council will think is 
the tax base for next year and therefore suggests an increase of 5.04%, which represents 
an average of 1.85% over the last 10 years.  The Clerk responded and said that tax base 
used in his calculations is actually the current years tax base and that he will not receive the 
tax base for 2021/22 until early December. 
  

  Cllr Gernon said that he was disappointed to see any kind of increase considering the year 
just gone and should be looking at a 0% increase and if necessary, use the Council’s 
reserves to off-set any rise in costs due to inflation. 
 

 91 Update from the CCLA regarding the Council’s investment in the Local Authority Fund 
 

  The CCLA Local Authorities’ Fund Statement of Account as at 30 June was noted. 
 

  The Clerk informed the Council that the Fund of £60,000 was currently valued at £52, 861.02. 
 

 92 Council Chairman’s communications 
 

  (a) Grove Pizza takeaway and Grove Kebab Van.  The Clerk informed the Council that 
earlier on in the year he received a request from a new Pizza takeaway service (Via the 
Rugby Club), for permission to use the Recreation Ground car park as a location where 
they would cook pizzas for pre order collections only.   
 

   The Clerk informed the Rugby Club that the area of car park immediately to the East of 
the Clubhouse (up to and including 3 parking bays) was included in the land that they 
lease from the Parish Council and that the Clerk had no objection as long as rubbish 
was not left on site and there were no complaints from the residents of the Park Homes 
Estate.       
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   Two weeks ago, the Clerk received another request from the operators of the Grove 
Kebab van to also operate from the car park because the layby where they would 
normally operate from is going to be used to widen the Denchworth Road.   
 

   The Clerk added that he had previously spoken to the Chairman and Vice Chairman and 
informed them that he could not see any reason why the Kebab Van could not operate 
from the car park also. 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 

  A discussion ensued whereby it was agreed to allow the Kebab van and Pizza takeaway 
to operate from the Recreation Ground car park on a trial basis of six months as long as 
all rubbish was taken away and that there were no complaints from residents of the Park 
Homes Estate.   

 93 Section 106 application from the Wantage and Grove Cricket Club for s106 funding 
from P14/V1810/FUL (V15V38) – land West Stockham Farmhouse, Wantage (in the 
parishes of Wantage, Grove and East Challow), OX12 (agreement dated 30 July 2015) 
for the amount of up to £4,600  
 

  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Mabbett SECONDED Cllr Fraser and 
RESOLVED unanimously 
   

Clerk  “to support this application” 
 

  The Clerk confirmed that the monies (if successful) would be used to clad the exterior of the 
Cricket pavilion. 
 

 94 Update from the Vice Chairman regarding the proposed VE/VJ day celebrations 
(postponed from May 2020 to May 2021  
 

  Cllr Dexter informed the Council that approximately 12 months ago Mike Hissey wanted to 
put on a celebration to mark the 75th anniversary of VE day and it was discussed at a Leisure 
and Recreation committee meeting, and the Leisure and recreation committee at that time 
said that they wanted to meet with him because they had a number of unanswered 
questions, but that meeting never took place and was overtaken by the national lockdown. 
 

  Mike Hissey had approached the Clerk again and has put forward a risk assessment, to 
which the Clerk had several questions.  Following answers to the questions, the Clerk set 
up a Zoom meeting with Mike Hissey, Kim Hollister, Cllr Green, Cllr Stock and myself. 
  

  Cllr Dexter said that it is a very ambitious plan because Mike Hissey has put forward the idea 
of using the whole of the Wasbrough Field and the Recreation Ground on Saturday 8 May 
2021.  He added that Mike Hissey seems to have a lot of good ideas and has received lots 
of support from local organisations, and he said that Mike Hissey was confident that he would 
fulfil a fantastic day out for the residents of Grove.  However, Cllr Dexter further explained 
that Mike Hissey seems to be relying on himself, his wife and Kim Hollister as being the 
organising committee and running everything on the day for this event. 
 

  He added that Mike Hissey has a number of sponsors for the event, who are paying no more 
than £200 each.  We have spoken to Mike Hissey regarding a number of concerns; that the 
recreation Ground may not be available because the Rugby season may continue through 
May 2021; if they brought in helicopters in as static displays the rugby posts would have to 
be removed and there would be issues with the down-drought from those helicopters;  
 

  of major concern was that there did not seem to be much substance to the management of 
the event; concerns about the costs of the event; wanted to see a budget for the event to 
ensure that the income generated covered the costs of the event; concerned about public 
liability, he  said he had received several quotes, but we were sceptical as insurers do not 
like to give that level and type of insurance to individuals.  He added that Mike Hissey did 
not sound entirely confident that the event could be delivered. 
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Meeting closed:  8.59pm 
 
Confirmed:  8 December 2020     (Original signed)     
        Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  Cllr Dexter said that this was work in progress, and had asked Mike Hissey to respond to the 
concerns that were raised.  One of which was a meeting with the Rugby Club in order to use 
their facilities etc.  Cllr Dexter added that as soon as we have more information, we will report 
back at Full Council. 
 

 95 Annual Christmas Carol service 
 

  The Chairman informed the Council that due to the current pandemic, the annual Christmas 
Tree carol service would be not be taking place this year.  However, she did agree to donate 
£150 from the Chairman’s allowance towards a local charity. 
 

 96 Reports from Outside bodies 
 

  The following report was noted – Millbrook School car park user meeting 7 October 2020 
 

 
 

97 Accounts for payment since the last meeting 
 

  It was MOVED Cllr Fraser SECONDED Cllr Parnell and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the accounts for payment of £28,607.60 are adopted” 
 

 98 Confidential matters 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the minutes of the Confidential meeting be signed as a true record of the 
meeting” 
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Appendix 1 
 

COUNCIL MEETING 27 OCTOBER 2020 
Accounts for Payment from 11 September to 21 October 2020 

 

  
Environmental Services Incl VAT Ex VAT  

 Grundon Waste collection August 20 108.55 90.46 

 Pet Waste Solutions, Dog waste collection Aug & Sep 20 1658.00 1381.66 

 B Frith, Grave reservation refund 110.00  

 Grundon, Village waste collection September 20 112.06 93.38 

 TOTAL 1,988.61  
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Finance and General Purposes Committee Incl VAT  Ex VAT  

 Opus Energy, OMH elec 1 – 30 July 20 62.11 59.15 

 Zoom Video Communications, Monthly charge 14 Sep-14 Oct 20 14.39 11.99 

 Gazprom, OMH Gas Aug 20 6.51 6.20 

 Seldram Supplies, OMH cleaning materials 64.51 53.76 

 Grundon Waste collection August 20 203.70 169.75 

 Came & Company, Vehicle insurance 01/10/20-30/09/21 4761.45  

 Came & Company, Change of vehicle admin charge 11.17  

 Unicom – Office phone & broadband Sep 20 80.48 67.07 

 Vale Curtains, Stage curtains 4676.00 3896.67 

 Came & Company, Council insurance 01/10/20-30/09/21 5394.38  

 Bullguard, Annual internet security 49.99 41.66 

 Petty cash transfer 500.00  

 EE Ltd, Clerks mobile phone Sep 20 17.00 14.17 

 Function 28, Monthly hosting fee Sep 20 12.00 10.00 

 Grove Computer Services, Site visit to reconnect pc to network 40.00  

 Function 28, Website regulations update 240.00 200.00 

 Vale Academy Trust, Car park maintenance charge 18-19 1888.20 1573.50 

 Royal British Legion, Poppy wreath 50.00  

 B&CE Holdings, Staff pension contributions Sep 20 842.69  

 Lyreco, Stationery and stamps 100.53 93.36 

 K Castle, Wages for temporary work 1214.70  

 Opus Energy, OMH electric August 20 84.17 80.16 

 Grenke, Photocopier quarterly rental charge 207.65 173.04 

 Aasvogel, Skip hire @ Cauldwell Close 344.50 287.08 

 Peopletime, Payroll support July-Sep 218.46 182.05 

 Seldram Supplies, OMH cleaning materials 88.28 73.57 

 Gazprom Energy, OMH Gas Sep 20 68.74 65.47 

 W H Smith, Address labels 9.99 8.33 

 Parish Online, Online mapping service annual charge 360.00 300.00 

 Castle Water, OMH water Aug-Nov 20 150.68  

 Grundon, OMH waste collection September 20 203.17 169.31 

 TOTAL 21,965.45  



 

 

Leisure & Recreation Committee Incl VAT  Ex VAT  

 Opus Energy, Tractor shed electric July 20 38.44 36.61 

 Opus Energy, Storage shed electric July 20 15.72 14.97 

 UK Fuels Ltd, Guard card 1.80 1.50 

 Snob & Lock, Padlock and keys for Rec Ground 60.75 50.63 

 LJ & CA Cannings, Maintenance materials 29.04 24.20 

 Wantage Motorist Centre, Maintenance materials 24.85 19.90 

 Savills, Wasbrough Field rent 09/20-12/20 492.00  

 Certas Energy, 1000 litres diesel 1465.92 1221.60 

 Ground Management Association, Membership 10/20-09/21 150.00 140.87 

 SSE, Lighting 06/20-09/20 102.49 97.61 

 LJ & CA Cannings< Service and parts for tractor 276.84 230.70 

 D Bishop, Allotment deposit refund 16aM 25.00  

 RJR, Tree works at Membury Way 1098.00 915.00 

 Merityre, Vehicle parts 168.00 140.00 

 Opus Energy, Tractor shed electric August 20 37.53 35.74 

 Opus Energy, Storage shed electric August 20 20.39 19.42 

 UK Fuels Ltd, Guard card 1.80 1.50 

 LJ & CA Cannings, Stiga tyre and labour 144.05 120.04 

 LJ & CA Cannings, Tractor PTO Shaft 306.18 255.15 

 LJ & CA Cannings, Staff PPE 104.87 93.94 

 Castle Water, Tractor shed water Aug 20 - Jan 21 89.87  

  TOTAL 4,653.54  

 
 
 

Chairman  (Original Signed)    TOTAL EXPENDITURE £28,607.60 

 
A/c balances as at 22 October 2020 
 
 
Charity A/c    - £5,372.37  
Community Directplus A/c   - £30,885.59  
Instant Access A/c    - £121,881.47  
Petty Cash     - £58.64   
 
Total Cash in Bank    - £158,198.07  
 
Investments (including Reserves) 
 
CCLA – Public Sector Deposit Fund  - £40,000 
CCLA – Local Authorities Property Fund - £60,000 (current value as at 30 June is £52,861.02)  
 
Total Investments   - £100,000.00 
 
Total Bank and Investments  - £258,198.07 
 
Reserves breakdown as at 31 March 2020 
 
General Reserves   - £83,516 
 
Specific Reserves: 

• FGP Depreciation   - £20,000 

• FGP CiL    - £1,190 

• LR Future Projects  - £1,001 

• LR Allotment deposits  - £650 

• ES Balancing Pond   - £4,960 
 
Total Reserves     - £111,317.00 
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