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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON THURSDAY 17 DECEMBER 2020 

 

In accordance with The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local 
Authority and Police Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 the Full Council meeting 

of Grove Parish Council was held remotely (on Zoom)   

 
Present:   Cllr J M Stock (Chairman)   Cllr E Green 
   Cllr S K Dexter (Vice Chairman)    Cllr K Jones 
   Cllr R Batstone      Cllr F D Parnell 
   Cllr T Fraser     Cllr D Parry 
   Cllr D Gernon     Cllr D Rolfe 

       
In attendance: County and District Cllr J Hannaby, District Cllr A Duveen.  Chris Minors and Sam Garland of 

Persimmon Homes.  Sophie Milton (Community Development Officer for the Wellington Gate 
development) and Julie Mabberley (Wantage and Grove Campaign Group (WaGG) 
 

Clerk:  Mr G M Mundy 
 
 1 Apologies for absence 

 
  Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Cllrs W R Ackers, AP Harker, J E Nunn-Price and 

K Rowland.  Belated apologies had been received from Parish Cllrs B Mabbett and P Markham 

 
 2 Declaration of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in respect of items on the agenda for this meeting 

 
  No declarations were given. 

 
 3 Planning applications to be considered 

 
  a. P20/V1014/RM - Reserved Matters application following Outline approval P17/V3130/FUL for: 

Variation of condition 7 of Planning Permission P12/V0299/O to provide the development brief prior 
to the occupation of the 250th dwelling rather than before the submission of reserved matters 
adjoining the Local Centre (as amended by documentation submitted on 27 February 2018).  As 
amended by description and additional information from agent/applicant dated 23/10/2012.  (And as 
amended by plans & documents submitted on 16th February 2015 in relation to site access 2) 
Consent sought for: creation of 1 sports pitch & ancillary facilities comprising of parking, temporary 
changing rooms & toilets. All matters sought. Amended plans received 19 November 2020 

 
      Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Parnell SECONDED Cllr Fraser and RESOLVED        

unanimously  
 

Clerk        “that Grove Parish Council has no objection to this application” 
 

  b. P20/V2994/RM - Former Grove Airfield Parcel P3B To the West of Newlands Drive Land North of 
Denchworth Road West of Grove.  Reserved matters application for a residential development 
comprising the erection of 169 dwellings including new access points and vehicular, cycle and 
pedestrian links, strategic landscaping and green infrastructure including areas of informal and public 
open space 

 
  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Parnell SECONDED Cllr Fraser and RESOLVED nine in 

favour, one abstention and nil against 
 

Clerk        “that Grove Parish Council has no objection to this application” 
 

  c. P20/V3113/O - Land North/West of Grove North of Grove Airfield South of Denchworth Road Grove 
Residential development, new access points and vehicular, cycle and pedestrian links, strategic 
landscaping and green infrastructure including areas of informal and public open space, other 
associated site infrastructure and community uses, and potential land for school. 

 
        Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Parnell SECONDED Cllr Fraser and RESOLVED seven 

in favour, one abstention and two against 
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Clerk  “Whilst Grove Parish Council has no objections to this Outline application, it does have the following 
comments, which the developer and planning authority need to take into consideration:  

 
- Cemetery provision. The current cemetery located just to the North of the application site will be full 
by 2034, therefore the Parish Council request that the land earmarked for possible sports provision 
to the North East of the site is part re-allocated and is earmarked for the Grove Cemetery extension 
and part Community Park (to act as buffer between the houses and the new Cemetery). Because 
Persimmon Homes are promoting this application and the Grove Airfield Development a 'land swap' 
could take place allowing the sports provision from this site to move to the Grove Airfield 
Development and swapped with land earmarked for the Community Park on the Airfield 
Development.  

 
- Denchworth Road/potential Railway Station. Although not within the application boundary, the land 
earmarked for the potential new Railway Station sits to the North of the application site. The 
Denchworth Road which forms the Northern boundary to the application site is at best a rural lane 
and very narrow. The Denchworth Road would need to be completely upgraded to an 'A' class road 
from the Maples, Grove to at least the Denchworth Road railway bridge accommodate the perceived 
traffic to the new Railway Station with a main entrance to any parking facility at the Railway Station 
to come off the upgraded Denchworth Road.” 

 
 4 2nd tranche of sports pitches arising from the Wellington Gate development 

 
  Mr Sam Garland of Persimmon Homes (Wessex) informed the Council that Persimmon Homes will 

shortly be bringing forward a Reserved Matters application for the second tranche of sports pitches 
arising from the Wellington Gate development.   
  

  He said that the application will consist of 4 more pitches of varying sizes for different age groups and 
drainage infrastructure and is required, according to the s106 agreement to be delivered by 500 
occupations. 
 

  The Clerk asked if it was possible to move the pitches around because the majority of teams which make 
up Grove Challengers FC are under 9/10 years so that the pitches are in a closer proximity to the new 
pavilion? 
 

  Cllr Parnell said that if the pitches are drained correctly there is not a need for that to happen.  Once the 
pitches are ready for use then the Council could designate an area for specific pitches. 
 

  Mr Garland responded and said that all of the pitches are constructed to Sport England standards and 
therefore in terms of the quality of the pitches and the limited use each week will ensure that wear and 
tear on the pitches is minimal. 
 

  Mr Chris Minors said that as the developers are constrained as to what pitches are provided and when 
and this is detailed in the s106 agreement.  To change this would require a ‘Deed of Variation’. 
 

  Cllr Dexter asked what the time frame is for the new pavilion.  Mr Garland responded and said that in 
accordance with the s106 agreement the pavilion will be delivered at 1,800 occupations. 
 

  There being no further questions, the Chairman thanked Chris Minors and Sam Garland for attending. 
  

 
Meeting closed:  8.45pm 
 
Confirmed: 26 January 2021                                                                      ________________________ 
                                                                                                                   Chairman 


