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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON TUESDAY 26 JANUARY 2021 

 

In accordance with The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local 
Authority and Police Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 the Full Council meeting 

of Grove Parish Council was held remotely (on Zoom)   

 
Present: Cllr J M Stock (Chairman)  Cllr E Green   Cllr F D Parnell 
 Cllr S K Dexter (Vice Chairman)  Cllr A P Harker   Cllr D Parry 
  Cllr W R Ackers    Cllr K Jones   Cllr D Rolfe 
 Cllr R Batstone   Cllr B Mabbett    Cllr K Rowland 
 Cllr T Fraser    Cllr P Markham    
         
In attendance: County Cllr J Hanna, Chief Inspector G Elkins and L Brown   
 
Clerk: Mr G M Mundy 
 
 121 Apologies for absence 

 
  Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Cllr D Gernon.  Apologies had also 

been received from County and District Cllr J Hannaby. 

 
 122 Declaration of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in respect of items on the agenda for 

this meeting 
 

  No declarations were given at this time. 
 

 123 To sign the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 8 December 2020 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting” 
 

 124 To sign the minutes of the Special Full Council meeting held on 17 December 2020 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting” 
 

 125 Clerks summary report from the previous meeting 
 

  Frome the Full Council meeting held on 8 December 2020 
 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

 (a) Minute 107 – Update for Council on a recent site meeting regarding proposed Public Art 
displays in Grove arising from s106 contributions from developments around the locality.  
The Clerk informed the Council that he has not yet informed Abbi Brown of the Council’s 
decision to form a working group to further progress this project but will do so in the 
coming weeks. 
 

  (b) Minute 109 – Precept for 2021/22.  The Clerk informed the Council that he has precepted 
on the District Council the sum of £297,367 for the 2021/22 financial year. 
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  (c) Minute 111 – Request from a Grove resident to erect a statue in honour of Mrs Ruth 
O’Hanlon (founding member of Grove Challengers Football Club.  The Clerk informed 
the Council that this matter will be referred to the working group once it is set up and 
meeting.  The Clerk added that he has emailed the Grove resident and suggested that 
a Grove version of a ‘Blue’ Plaque could be an option to which he gave a positive 
response. 
 

  (d) Minute 113(a) – Planning application P20/V2810/FUL.  The Clerk informed the Council 
that he has submitted the Council’s response to the Planning Authority.   
 

  (e) Minute 114 – Recent planning decisions in the Parish.  The Clerk informed the Council 
that this matter will be raised under item 140 on the agenda. 
 

  (f) Minute 115 – Planning application P20/V0617/DIS.  The Clerk informed the Council that 
he has submitted the Council’s response to the Highway Authority.  The Clerk added 
that he has since found out that the Highway Authority have also objected to this 
application. 
 

  (g) Minute 116 – To formerly ask the District Council to initiate and undertake a detailed 
study of ‘how section 106 monies are to be spent in Grove and surrounding area’.  The 
Clerk informed the Council that he has formerly submitted a request to the District 
Council via Cllr Andy Crawford. 
 

  From the Special Full Council meeting held on 17 December 2020 
 

  (h) Minute 3 (a) – (c) – various planning applications.  The Clerk informed the Council that 
he has submitted the Council’s responses to the Planning Authority with regard to these 
applications. 
 

 126 Chief Inspector Guy Elkins – new Deputy Commander LPA (Local Policing Authority) 
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse 
 

  The Chairman welcomed Chief Inspector Elkins (newly appointed Deputy Commander LPA 
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse) to his first Grove Parish Council meeting. 
 

  Chief Inspector Elkins introduced himself to the Council and informed them that he has been 
in role for three weeks and took over from Chief Inspector Matt Bullivant. 
  

  Cllr Dexter asked what were the three major priorities for the coming year?  Chief Inspector 
Elkins said that the priorities for the year are: 
 

  • Rural crime 

• Domestic abuse and response times 

• Having a visible footprint in Henley on Thames 
 

  Cllr Dexter also asked what the Parish Council can do to make the policing the area easier 
for the police?  Chief Inspector Elkins responded and said that it is important to know what 
is important to the Parish Council.  He said that whilst there are policing priorities which are 
set by the Chief Constable and Police and Crime Commissioner, it is really important to know 
what is brought to the parish council’s attention by the public.  He added that members of 
the public need to be reminded that if there is an emergency then they must dial 999 in the 
first instance and 101 for non-emergency related crime such as Anti-Social Behaviour. 
  

  Cllr Parry said that the majority of complaints received by the Council are reported via the 
local Neighbourhood Action Group and on Facebook, and asked if that was the most 
appropriate way? 
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  Chief Inspector Elkins responded and said that Facebook is not constantly monitored by 
Thames Valley Police, however the local Neighbourhood Policing Teams do monitor it 
occasionally.  He said that the Neighbourhood Action Groups are a useful tool in reporting 
problem cars etc but if it is a crime in progress then residents must call 999 or 101. 
 

  There being no further questions, the Chairman thanked Chief inspector Elkins for attending 
the meeting. 
 

 127 Questions from the public 
 

  There were no questions from members of the public. 
  

 128 To receive District and County Councillor reports 
 

  (a) County Council matters.  County Councill Hanna said that it was great news that the 
Beacon in Wantage was opening soon as a testing centre for Covid-19. 
    

   Cllr Hanna spoke about the pressures of parents of early years and in particular primary 
schools.  She said that both her and Cllr Hannaby had put £7,000 in priority funding 
towards laptops for school children along with the £6,000 provided by Grove Parish 
Council. 
 

   She spoke about the infrastructure issues and said that both she and Cllr Hannaby are 
concerned about the lack of Active Travel funding in the area.   
    

   Cllr Dexter asked about the cycle tracks, and why isn’t the Officer performing?  Cllr 
Hanna responded and said that the Officer has been chased several times.  Cllr Dexter 
also asked about Unitary Authority and the perceived savings of £100m, is there any 
progress?  Cllr Hanna said that they were waiting to see what the Government plan is 
and that there was a lot of pressure on Local Authorities.  Cllr Dexter also asked about 
the huge puddle outside the front of the Tesco Express on Main Street when it rains?  
Cllr Stock responded and said that that issue has been reported through Traffic Advisory. 
   

   Cllr Rolfe asked about the cycle route from Wantage to Harwell, and said that it takes 
longer to cycle on the new track that the old one.  Cllr Hanna responded and said that 
she emailed in October 2020 complaining about the cycle route. 
   

  (b) District Council matters.  Cllr Batstone gave a verbal report.  A written report is attached 
at Appendix 1.   
 

 129 Update from the Grove Airfield Development and the Crab Hill Development Forum 
 

  (a) Minutes of the Grove Development Forum meeting held on 23 October 2020.  The 
minutes were received and noted. 
 

   The Chairman said that she was not yet aware of when the next Crab Hill Development 
Forum meeting is to be held. 
 

  (b) The Oxfordshire County Council consultation regarding Highway improvements: 
 

 
Clerk 

  (i) To extend the 30mph speed limit southwards on Denchworth Road.  No comments 
were forthcoming. 
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Clerk 

  (ii) To prohibit the use by motor vehicles on parts of Denchworth Road and Cane Lane 
(pedestrian and pedal cycle access will remain).  Although the Council had no 
comments regarding the prohibition of motor vehicles on parts of the Denchworth 
Road and Cane Lane it did have concerns regarding bus movement around the 
junction heading to and from the new junction to the new sports pitches and 
regarding a pedestrian crossing in the area of the Northern side of the current 
training pitch.   

(iii)    
   Clerks note:  The area of land formed by the new Y junction is to be used for a water 

attenuation basin.   
  

 130 Retrospective approval of an emergency grant of £6,000 to the Ray Collins Charitable 
Trust  
 

  Following a brief discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Dexter SECONDED Cllr Fraser and 
RESOLVED unanimously  
 

Clerk 
 

 “that an emergency grant of £6,000 is paid to the Ray Collins Charitable Trust to 
purchase laptops for Grove Primary Schools” 
 

  s137 of the Local Government Act 1972 refers 
 

  Clerks note:  The emergency request was previously approved by a majority of Parish 
Councillors following a round of emails sent by the Clerk. 
 

 131 Consideration of a Vale of White Horse District Council consultation regarding: 
 

  (a) Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) – DRAFT Developer Contributions SPD.  Cllr 
Parnell said that he was concerned that Parish Council’s will only receive either 15% or 
25% of CIL monies from local developments and the District Council would receive 75% 
or 85%.  The Clerk responded and said that the District Council would argue that they 
provide the majority of the services in and around the Parish. 
  

  (b) Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) – DRAFT Charging Schedule.  No other comments 
were forthcoming. 
 

 132 Current value of the long-term investment of £60,000 invested in the Local Authority 
Property Fund as at 31 December 2020 
 

 
Clerk 

 The Clerk informed the Council that no update has been received and suggested that this 
item is deferred until the next meeting.  Agreed. 
 

 133 Council’s income and expenditure to date 
 

  The Council’s income and expenditure to-date was noted against the budget for the year. 
 

 134 Request from an Old Mill Hall hirer for reduced hiring rates once the current 
restrictions are lifted  
 

  Cllr Dexter said that whilst he has sympathy with this particular hirer, he asked perhaps if 
there was a better way of dealing with this request because he said that if the Council did 
reduce the hire rate for this hirer, then it would have to reduce the rate for all hirers.  He said 
that the Council does allow for grants and asked if the all the users were invited to apply for 
a grant then they could all be dealt with at the same time and all on their individual merit. 
 

 
Clerk 

 A discussion ensued.  Cllr Rolfe questioned whether the Parish Council was allowed to give 
grants to businesses.  The Clerk responded and said that he would make enquiries. 
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 135 External Audit report opinion and any observations raised for the financial year 
2019/20 
 

  The External Audit Opinion and the observations raised were received and noted. 
 

 136 Interim Internal Audit observations provided by IAC Audit and Consultancy and the 
Clerks comments to those observations 
 

  Cllr Dexter said that he had previously discussed these observations with the Clerk and in 
order to put other members minds at rest and although there are a large number of 
observations and have been highlighted in various categories none of these observations 
are particularly serious and could easily be rectified where there is an issue.   
 

  The Clerk added that the most complex issue that the auditors have observed on is the issue 
of VAT and whether the parish Council becomes VAT registered or not, which is a decision 
that the Parish Council would have to make.   
 

 
 
Clerk 

 It was suggested and agreed that Cllr Dexter, Cllr Parnell and the Clerk form a working group 
to go through the Pros and Cons of registering for VAT and to determine if the Council needs 
to register for VAT. 
 

 137 Retrospective approval of the acquisition of the Kioti RX tractor (acquired in July 
2020) at a gross cost of £49,740.00 and also retrospectively approve the disposal of 
the Deutz-Fahr Agrokid (in July 2020) with a trade in value of £10,250.00.  
 

  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Fraser SECONDED Cllr Rowland and 
RESOLVED unanimously 
 

 
 
Clerk 

 “to retrospectively approve the acquisition of the Kioti RX tractor (acquired in July 
2020) at a gross cost of £49,740.00 and to also retrospectively approve the disposal 
of the Deutz-Fahr Agrokid (in July 2020) with a trade in value of £10,250.00.  
 

 138 Request from a local business owner to set up a coffee and cake facility in the 
Recreation Ground car park on Saturday and Sunday mornings  
 

 
 
 
Clerk 

 Following a discussion, it was agreed that permission is not granted for a local business 
owner to set up a coffee and cake facility in the Recreation Ground car park because it would 
potentially take away business from all of the sports clubs who currently sell teas and coffees 
from their respective clubhouses. 
 

 139 Grove plan and Grove 2041 
 

  Cllr Dexter explained that he felt that the Parish Council should have a plan that will enable 
it to be proactive rather than reactive.  He said that the idea of ‘Grove 2041’ was to try and 
provocative before the District Council elections 2 years ago and to try and find out whether 
anybody in the Parish had any thoughts, he added that some of the ideas written down in 
the document are now out of date and have been overtaken by events.  He said that the 
Council did think of resurrecting it in time for the Annual Parish Meeting last year but that 
was cancelled due to Covid-19 
 

  He said that we have heard earlier in this meeting about the changes to CIL (Community 
Infrastructure Levy) and those Council’s with a Neighbourhood Plan would receive 25% of 
CIL and those Council’s without would only receive 15% of CIL.  He added that the Parish 
Council has discussed a Neighbourhood Plan on two or three occasions and for varying 
reasons there was not enough enthusiasm from the Council or Parishioners to carry it 
forward.   
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  Cllr Dexter then said that he has tried to come up with some new ideas – a Grove plan, once 
the Council has agreed it, it would be published to see what Parishioners to see what we 
seek to achieve.   
     

  Cllr Fraser said that he thought it was a good idea.  Cllr Dexter asked if the Council should 
decide today whether it is worth while pursuing or not.   
 

  Cllr Mabbett said that he thinks the Parish Council should be proactive and have an idea on 
what the Parish Council would want to achieve, he said his only concern would trying to 
come up with lots of ideas and ending up with a plan that has no real way of being 
implemented.    
 

  Cllr Batstone said that in the Local Plan there is a suggestion to put a Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD) for Grove and said that he thinks that that is probably the way 
forward.  He added that from a planning point of view the Government does have new ideas 
on planning and it would like to see all planning applications are based. 
 

  Cllr Dexter said what he had in mind was that the Grove plan would not be about planning, 
but said for example, the Council has a policy of trying to maintain all of the public land in 
the Parish, extend the Cemetery etc.  He said that these two examples are local and will not 
necessarily fit into what the Vale want.  Cllr Mabbett said that he now saw what Cllr Dexter 
was on about and in some ways it is more of a Corporate Plan. 
   

  Cllr Fraser said that one of the ideas has already been discussed albeit many years ago and 
that was merging with Wantage.  He said to avoid merging with Wantage, the Parish had to 
decide if Grove was to become a Town, and in that way Grove would keep hold of its own 
identity. 
 

 
 
Dexter 

 Following a brief discussion, it was unanimously agreed to carry this idea forward.  Cllr 
Dexter agreed to try and expand the plan and present it to Council in a couple of meetings 
time. 
 

 140 Planning decision notices since 27 October 2020 
 

  The following decision notices had been received and noted: 
 

  P20/V2101/HH     -   Permission granted               P20/V1680/RM   -   Approved 
P20/V2709/HH     -   Permission granted               P20/V2696/LDP  -  Refused 
P20/V2539/HH     -   Permission granted               P20/V2519/HH    -  Permission granted 
P20/V2567/RM    -   Approved                               P20/V2444/FUL   -  Permission granted 
P20/V2008/HH     -  Permission granted                P20/V2188/HH    -  Permission granted 
  

 141 Council Chairman’s communications 
 

 
 
Clerk 

 (a) Local Covid-19 vaccinations.  The Clerk informed the Council that he has yet been 
unable to obtain figures from the local doctors’ surgeries as to how many residents have 
been vaccinated so far.  He said that he would keep trying. 
  

 142 Reports from Outside bodies 
 

  The following outside body reports were received and noted: 
 

  • Friends of Sweatbox staff meeting held on 4 January 2021 

• Grove Village Hall Management Committee meeting held on 1 December 2020 

• Wantage IAC Management Committee meeting held on 16 December 2020 

• Millbrook School car park users meeting held on 7 October 2020 

• Wantage West Neighbourhood Action Group meeting held on 11 November 2020 
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Meeting closed:  8.57pm 
 
Confirmed:  9 march 2021          
        Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  The Chairman also informed the Council that there had been a Traffic Advisory Committee 
meeting held on 14 January 2021 and the minutes will be circulated once they have been 
received. 
 

 
 

143 Accounts for payment since the last meeting 
 

  It was MOVED Cllr Markham SECONDED Cllr Harker and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the accounts for payment of £29,481.47 are adopted” 
 

 144 Confidential matters 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and AGREED in accordance with Section 1 of the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended by Section 100 of the Local 
Government Act 1972 
 

  “that the press and public be excluded from the meeting to permit the Council to 
consider the confidential items” 
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District Councillor report 26 January 2021 
 
Covid 19 

 
Winter Support Grant Scheme has been launched.  In this area it is being managed through WIAC.  It 
is available to families who need help for food or heating. 
 
Garden Waste Update 

 
This cannot be restarted due to staff shortages. 
 
Full Council 

 
Full council meeting 10 February.  Log in via council website.  Mainly to discuss budget.  Watch this 
space. 
 
Section 106 

 
Cannot accept new applications unless expiry due within 12 months. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
R Batstone 
District Councillor for Grove North Ward 
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COUNCIL MEETING 26 JANUARY 2021 

Accounts for Payment from 4 December 2020 - 21 January 2021 
  

Environmental Services Incl VAT Ex VAT  

 Wantage Builders Merchants, Cemetery line marking 18.72 15.60 

 Pet Solutions, Dog bin service Oct & Nov 20 1611.98 1343.32 

 Grundon, Village waste collection November 20 110.00 91.67 

 TOTAL 1740.70  

 
 

 

Leisure & Recreation Committee Incl VAT  Ex VAT  

 UK Fuels, Unleaded 34.77 28.98 

 Wantage Builders Merchants, Maintenance materials 40.54  

 Wantage Motorist Centre, Van parts 7.65  

 Kompan, Play equipment spare parts 52.80 44.00 

 Savills, Wasbrough Field rent Dec 20-March 21 492.00  

 UK Fuels, Guard card 1.80 1.50 

 Playsafety, ROSPA Playground inspections 328.80 274.00 

 SSE, Playground lighting Sep-Dec 20 103.67 98.74 

  TOTAL 1062.03  

 
 
Chairman:     (Original signed)  TOTAL EXPENDITURE £29,481.47 
 

2 – 1 

Finance and General Purposes Committee Incl VAT  Ex VAT  

 B&CE Holdings, November pension contributions 969.30  

 Co-op Bank, Bank account monthly fee 7.68  

 Petty Cash 200.00  

 Rialtas, Accounting software annual support and 
maintenance 

145.20 121.00 

 J Stock, Printer cartridges & paper 26.25  

 Zoom Video Communications, Monthly charge 14 Dec-14 
Jan 20 

14.39 11.99 

 Seldram Supplies, OMH Cleaning materials 154.65 128.87 

 Ray Collins Trust, Christmas Hamper contribution 110.00  

 Moore, External audit fees 2019/20 1277.40 1064.50 

 ICO, Annual subscription GDPR 35.00  

 Gazprom, OMH Gas November 20 306.75 292.14 

 Peopletime, November tax & NI contributions 3306.48  

 Peopletime, December wages 11716.85  

 B&CE Holdings, December pension contributions 970.35  

 EE Ltd, Clerks mobile phone December 20 17.00 14.17 

 Grundon, OMH waste collection November 20 203.17 169.31 

 Unicom, Broadband & landline Nov 20 84.07 70.06 

 Grenke, Photocopier lease (quarterly) 207.65 173.04 

 Grenke, Photocopier equipment protection 2021 106.80 89.00 

 Co-Op Bank, Bank account monthly fee 7.68  

 IAC, Internal audit fees 420.00 350.00 

 Peopletime, Payroll/HR processing Oct-Dec 21 377.68 314.73 

 Zoom Video Communications, Monthly charge 14 Jan - 14 
Feb 21 

14.39 11.99 

 Ray Collins Charitable Trust, Grant 6000.00  

 TOTAL 26678.74  



 

 

 
A/c balances as at 21 January 2021 
 
Charity A/c -  £5,404.07 
Community Direct Plus A/c - £27,693.14 
Instant Access A/c -  £61,881.47 
Petty Cash -  £222.15 
 
Total Cash in Bank - £95,200.83 
 
Investments (including Reserves) 
 
CCLA Public Sector Deposit Fund -  £40,000 
CCLA Local Authorities Property Fund - £60,000 (value as at 30 September 2020 is £52,760.49 
 
Total Investments - £100,000.00 
 
Total Cash and Investments  £195,200.83 
 
Reserves breakdown as at 31 March 2020 
 
General Reserves -  £83,516 
 
Specific Reserves –  
 

• FGP Depreciation - £20,000 

• FGP CiL - £1,190 

• LR Future Projects -  £1,001 

• LR Allotment Deposits -  £700 

• ES Balancing Pond -  £4,960 
 
Total Reserves 111,367  
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