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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON TUESDAY 9 MARCH 2021 

 

In accordance with The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local 
Authority and Police Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 the Full Council meeting 

of Grove Parish Council was held remotely (on Zoom)   

 
Present: Cllr J M Stock (Chairman)   Cllr A P Harker 
 Cllr S K Dexter (Vice Chairman)  Cllr K Jones 
 Cllr W R Ackers    Cllr F D Parnell 
 Cllr R Batstone    Cllr D Parry 
 Cllr T Fraser     Cllr D Rolfe (part meeting) 
 Cllr D Gernon     Cllr K Rowland  
 Cllr E Green        
 
In attendance: County and District Cllr J Hannaby, County Cllr J Hanna, Emily Montgomery (Elmbrook Care Home) 
 
Clerk: Mr G M Mundy 
 
 145 Apologies for absence 

 
  Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Cllr P Markham.   

 
 146 Declaration of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in respect of items on the agenda for 

this meeting 
 

  No declarations were given at this time. 
 

 147 To sign the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 26 January 2021 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting” 
 

 148 Emily Montgomery (Home Manager) of Elmbrook Court Care Home 
 

  The Chairman welcomed Emily Montgomery of Elmbrook Court Care Home to the meeting. 
 

  Emily introduced herself and gave an overview of the care home to-date: 
 

  • Registered care home with 65 beds (with planning application with planning 
authority to increase this to 74 (with no change to the external footprint)) 

• 25 parking spaces 

• Initially providing care for Residential and Residential Dementia patients 

• Planned to open on 17 May 2021 (subject to confirmation) 

• Providing up to 100 jobs locally when fully occupied 
 

  Cllr Rolfe expressed concerns regarding the priorities at the entrance to the care home, 
where cyclists and pedestrians have to give way to vehicles entering and exiting the site and 
could this be reversed in line with their Green Travel Plan?  Emily responded and said that 
she will feed this request back to the Development Manager and get back to the Council with 
an answer. 
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  Cllr Parry asked where the care Home envisaged their clients coming from?  Emily 
responded and said that two of the first residents are coming from another care home in 
Wantage and another coming from Aylesbury. 
 

  Cllr Parnell asked out of the 100 staff (when the care home is fully open), how many staff 
will be on site at any one time?  Emily responded and said that she had not worked that out 
yet and would come back to the Council with an answer.  Cllr Parnell said that the reason 
he was asking was because there will only be 25 car parking spaces, and although some 
members of staff will be walking and cycling to work what about the residents.  Emily 
responded and said that the residents will not have car parking spaces allocated to them but 
visitors will have allocated car parking spaces.  Emily added that in another care home with 
the same number of beds, there had been no issues and 25 car parking spaces for both staff 
and visitors was deemed adequate.   
 

  Cllr Parnell was also concerned about deliveries to the car home and requested that all 
deliveries are made outside of the peak school times to ensure that safety of school children 
using the shared cycle and footpath.  Emily responded and said that she will ask and come 
back to the Council. 
 

  Cllr Dexter said that the ultimate owners of the Care Home are a private equity company 
and bearing in mind that other care homes are also owned by private equity companies and 
have got into financial difficulties.  What comfort can you give us a Parish Council that your 
private equity company are financially stable?  Emily responded and said that this is the sixth 
care home in the group and they are industry experts.  The CEO is very experienced and 
the company wants to grow. 
 

  Cllr Stock asked if the 25 car parking spaces were just for the car home or are they for the 
apartments next door.  Emily responded and said that they were just for the care home. 
 

 149 Clerks summary report from the previous meeting 
 

 
 
Clerk 

 (a) Minute 125(a) Public Art Working Group.  The Clerk informed the Council that he has 
contacted Abbi Brown for suitable dates for a meeting with the Parish Council’s working 
group and will notify members of when the meeting will take place. 
 

  (b) Minute 129(b)(i) and (ii) – OCC consultation regarding Highway improvements.  The 
Clerk informed the Council that he has submitted the Council’s responses to this 
consultation. 
 

  (c) Minute 132 – Current value to long term investments as at 31 December 2020.  The 
Clerk informed the Council that this matter will be discussed under item 162 on the 
agenda for this meeting. 
 

  (d) Minute 134 – Request from an Old Mill Hall hirer for reduced hiring rates once the current 
lockdown restrictions are lifted.  The Clerk informed the Council that this matter will be 
further discussed under item 154 on the agenda for this meeting. 
 

  (e) Minute 136 – Interim Audit observations regarding VAT.  The Clerk informed the Council 
that this matter will be further discussed under item 155 on the agenda for this meeting. 
 

  (f) Minute 138 – Request from a local business owner to set up a coffee and cake facility 
in the Recreation Ground car park on a Saturday and Sunday mornings.  The Clerk 
informed the Council that he has notified the applicant of the Council’s decision. 
 

  (g) Minute 141(a) – Local Covid-19 vaccinations.  The Clerk informed the Council that an 
update will be given under item 160(b) on the agenda for this meeting. 
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 150 Questions from the public 

 
  There were no members of the public in attendance. 

  
 151 To receive District and County Councillor reports 

 
  (a) County Council matters.  County Cllrs J Hanna and J Hannaby both spoke about County 

Council matters.  A copy of their report is attached at Appendix 1 
 

  (b) District Council matters.  Cllr Batstone gave a verbal report.  A written report is attached 
at Appendix 2.   
 

 152 Update from the Grove Airfield Development and the Crab Hill Development Forum 
 

  (a) Wellington Gate interim update slides and progress report.  The update slides and 
progress report were both noted. 
 

  (b) Crab Hill Development Forum.  The Chairman informed the Council that the next Crab 
Hill Development Forum meeting will be held on 25 March 2021. 
 

 153 Income and Expenditure to-date  
 

  The income and expenditure was noted against the budget.   
 

  Cllr Rolfe asked why the Millbrook School car park budget and the civic fund budget was 
well over budget.  The Clerk responded and said that the Vale Academy Trust had not 
invoiced the Parish Council for the last three years and the Civic fund was over budget due 
to the purchase of the two new flag poles. 
 

 154 Request from an Old Mill Hall hirer to reduce the room rental charges once hirers are 
allowed back in to hiring venues 
 

  The Clerk had previously distributed a table showing the discounts already applied to all 
regular hirers. 
 
 

Clerk  Following a discussion, it was agreed that no further discounts would be applied. 
 

 155 VAT 
 

  The Clerk informed the Council that he had sought the advice of Andrew Marsden (former 
VAT advisor to Oxfordshire County Council).  Mr Marsden advised the Clerk to assess the 
amount of VAT spent on non-business expenditure (expenditure for Hall hire etc and also 
for pitch and floodlight lettings etc). 
 

  The Clerk said that he had carried out an assessment for the years 2018/19 and 2019/20.  
In both years the VAT reclaimed on items of expenditure relating to non-business use 
amounted to less than £7,500.  The Clerk added that he also carried out an assessment of 
pitch and floodlight fees and in both years the income generated was below the threshold of 
£6,000. 
 

  The Clerk added that Mr Marsden advised that as long as the sports letting income is less 
than £6,000 and the Council’s ‘exempt’ input tax is below £7,500 per year the Council can 
recover all the VAT incurred without having to register. 
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  The Clerk did advise that because of the housing growth in Grove and the amount of Public 
Open Space coming on-line in the future he will carry out the same assessments in future 
years and keep the Council advised accordingly. 
 

  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Fraser SECONDED Cllr Parnell and RESOLVED 
unanimously 
 

 
Clerk 

 “after consideration, and as the thresholds relating to VAT have not been met, Grove 
Parish Council will not register for VAT at this time” 
 

 156 Annual Parish Meeting 2021 
 

  Following a discussion, it was agreed that this year’s Annual Parish Meeting will take place 
on Friday 23 April 2021 commencing at 7.30pm and will be held remotely on Zoom. 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 

 It was also agreed that the Chairman will give a report for the whole Council and therefore 
no committee reports will be made.  County and District Councillors will also be given the 
opportunity to give their respective reports. 

 157 Planning application P21/V0261/FUL – 65 bed Care Home on Grove Road  
 

  Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Council would not comment further on this 
application. 
 

 158 Planning appeal relating to P18/V2300/Ful – application for a Lidl supermarket on 
Grove Road 
 

  The Clerk read out the Council’s comments previously made and informed the Council that 
some of those objections had already been met and rectified in an amendment to the original 
application. 
  

  Cllr Dexter drew members attention to the Wellington Gate development and the new local 
centre to be developed there and said that Lidl should look at this development for their new 
supermarket.  The Clerk responded and said that Lidl have already stated that the shop units 
on the Wellington Gate development are not big enough for their model of supermarket. 
 

  Cllr Parnell said that those comments/suggestions previously raised should be re-iterated to 
the planning inspector.   
 

  Cllr Parry said that the Council is not truly representing the views of the parishioners who 
clearly want a new supermarket in the area to give them additional choice to what they have 
now.   
 

  A discussion ensued, whereby it was agreed to submit the following comments to the 
planning inspector: 
 

  “Grove Parish Council do not object to this application and support the appeal. However, if 
does have concerns, and would request that the inspector considers the following: 
 

  • Access - Left in and Left out restrictions by creating a roundabout North on the A338 by 
Grove Bridge  
 

  • Visibility - Exiting the site needs to be clear and not inhibited by the proposed planting  
 

  • Deliveries - Not permitted during the hours of 8am - 9.30am and 2.45pm - 4pm 
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  • Highway improvements - Should be made to the existing junction of the Elms Farm 
Business Park allowing priority to pedestrians and cyclists 
 

  The Council have monitored social media during the period between the planning refusal 
decision and present, there is overwhelming support for a discounted supermarket on or 
near this site.   
 

  With the onset of some 8,000 new dwellings in and around Grove and Wantage, choice of 
where to shop is very limited.  The Parish Council believe that this development would offer 
that choice.” 
 

 159 Completion of the annual Asset Register check 
 

  The Clerk informed the Council that a physical check took place on Friday 5 March 2021 by 
Cllr Dexter. 
 

 160 Council Chairman’s communications 
 

 
Clerk 

 (a) Proposed new 72 bed Care Home from Care UK.  The Clerk informed the Council that 
he will send a link out to all members to the public consultation. 
  

  (b) Vaccination rollout update as at 5 March 2021.  The Clerk had previously distributed to 
all members the current statistics on the vaccination roll out programme. 
 

  (c) Millbrook Community Plot.  The Chairman informed the Council that she had agreed to 
contribute £100 from the Chairman’s allowance in order for Sustainable Wantage to 
purchase new plants for this area. 
 

 161 Reports from Outside bodies 
 

  The following outside body reports were received and noted: 
 

  • Wantage IAC Management Committee meeting held on 20 January 2021 

• Wantage and Grove Traffic Advisory Committee (TAC) meeting held on 14 January 2021 

• Wantage West Neighbourhood Action Group meeting held on 13 January 2021 
  

  Cllr Parry asked when the Chairman puts out an email for agenda items for the TAC 
meetings’ she more than likely gets a response.  When he puts out a similar email for agenda 
items for the NAG meetings’ he gets no response.   
 

  He asked if members read the minutes of this meeting or are they simply not aware this 
meeting takes place?  A discussion ensued.   Cllr Parry informed the Council that the NAG 
covers Grove, Wantage and the surrounding area, the Police are in attendance to answer 
any questions. 
 

 
 

162 Accounts for payment since the last meeting and the Cash and Bank balances 
(including Reserves and Investments)  
 

  Cllr Dexter asked if the defibrillator in next to Millbrook Shops has ever been used or is the 
expenditure purely wear and tear?  The Clerk responded and said that the defibrillator has 
been used successfully in the past and that this item of expenditure is for wear and tear 
because of the life of the products. 
 

  Cllr Parnell said that there is a duplication relating to Castle Water for £278.58.  The Clerk 
responded and said that this is an error and he will amend the totals. 
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Meeting closed:  8.44pm 
 
 
Confirmed:  20 April 2021          
        Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  It was MOVED Cllr Stock SECONDED Cllr Ackers and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the accounts for payment (as amended) of £41,725.77 are adopted and the cash 
and bank balances (including the reserves and investments are noted)” 

 163 Confidential matters 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and AGREED in accordance with Section 1 of the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended by Section 100 of the Local 
Government Act 1972 
 

  “that the press and public be excluded from the meeting to permit the Council to 
consider the confidential items” 
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Appendix 1 
 

County Councillors report 9 March 2021 
 
On February 26th Jane and I attended County Cabinet Member for Environment meeting. 
  
Grove-Denchworth Road and Cane Lane-proposed 30mph speed limit and Prohibition of Motor 
Vehicles. 
 
The proposal for introducing a 30mph speed limit on Denchworth Road and Cane Lane on parts of the 
existing highway being superseded by a new road layout as part of an approved major residential 
development were first consulted on in 2017 and approved as part of a package of wider highway works. 
Due to delays in developers progress the 30mph speed limit and new road layout beyond the two years 
from start of previous consultation, a further consultation on the traffic regulations orders giving effect 
to these specific provisions was statutorily required. 
  
Jane and I supported the proposals.  However, this second consultation gave us a chance to comment 
further.  As the Governments Active Travel initiative and Covid were not part of the discussion in 2017. 
We pointed out that the design would benefit from a new joint Cycle/pathway the entire length of the 
new road.  It would also reduce the disappointment of Wantage and Grove not having Active Travel 
proposals put forward by local County Councillors Jenny Hannaby and Jane Hanna accepted. 
 
Cllr Jane Hanna also put forward on behalf of the Grove Parish Council the wish for a signal crossing 
to enable residents and Children to cross the road safely. 
 
Both of these requests were rejected by Cllr Yvonne Constance Cabinet member for Environment. 
However, when we both said it would be a missed opportunity opening a road without Cycle/walkway, 
an officer present said he would take this forward for further consideration. 
  
At last forum meeting with Persimmon, we again complained regarding the state of Denchworth Road 
due to contractors moving tons of earth from new road development to compound by new sports area. 
The road was so bad on Friday we contacted the site foreman to ask him to change sweeper to larger 
one which could handle the amount of mud deposited on the road.  Also requested wheel washers for 
both sites.  Speaking to site foreman today (Tuesday 9 March) he informed us that no more earth will 
be moved.  The remaining earth will be spread about the new road area as top soil.  The Contractors 
will be working on tying in the road to Cane Lane for next four weeks.  There will be slight delay in 
opening up new road as the s278 agreements between Highways and developer was only completed 
on 26th February. 
  
A lot of case work for residents, especially concerning the sewage spill in North Grove.  Whilst residents 
have had a clean-up, there are very significant issues for residents and the Letcombe Brook and these 
will be taken up shortly in meeting offered by Thames Water after the BBC South Today covered the 
story with Jane. 
 
 
 
 
 
Jane Hanna and Jenny Hannaby 
County Councillors for Grove and Wantage 
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Appendix 2 
 

District Councillor report 9 March 2021 
 
Covid 19 

 
A test site opened at the Beacon in Wantage for symptom free testing.  It is not for home workers.  It is 
for people who have close contact with people and do not have any COVID-19 symptoms.  Bookings 
are via the county online booking system.  People need to book before turning up. 
 
Garden Waste Update 

 
These have resumed.  Let me know of any problems 
 
Full Council 10 February 2021 

 
The following resolutions were passed: 
 
Motion proposed by Jenny Hannaby and seconded by me to ask officers to engage with Grove and 
Wantage and agree best method of using S106 and CIL funding.  See website for full details and below 
for further action. 
 
Another motion to support ‘Twenty is Plenty’ campaign on speed limits.  We should look for 20 mph. 
speed limits in our residential sites. 
 
Leisure needs assessment feedback session 

 
There will be an online feedback session on Monday 22 March at 1700hrs.  There is also an online form 
which will become available on Wednesday 10 March. 
 
P20/V2810/FUL 

 
This will be discussed at the planning committee on 10 March 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
R Batstone 
District Councillor for Grove North Ward 
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COUNCIL MEETING 9 MARCH 2021 
Accounts for Payment from 22 January - 4 March 2021 

 

Environmental Services Incl VAT Ex VAT  

 Grundon, Village waste collection December 20 138.67 115.56 

 Earth Anchors, Bin posts 111.54 92.95 

 Pet Solutions, Dog bin service Dec 20-Jan 21 1611.98 1343.32 

 TOTAL 1862.19  

 

 

Leisure & Recreation Committee Incl VAT  Ex VAT  

 Kompan, Playground equipment 1152.18 960.15 

 LJ & CA Cannings, Maintenance materials 649.02 540.85 

 Opus Energy, Tractor Shed/Storage Shed Electric Nov-Dec 20 77.28 73.60 

 UK Fuels, Guard card 1.80 1.50 

 Kompan, Playground equipment 1276.05 1063.38 

 Seton, Anti slip cleats 791.64 659.70 

 Kompan, Playground equipment 639.36  

 Haynes of Challow, Maintenance materials 7.50 6.25 

 LJ & CA Cannings, Maintenance materials 18.78 15.65 

 Kompan, Playground equipment 479.52 399.60 

  TOTAL 5093.13  
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Finance and General Purposes Committee Incl VAT  Ex VAT  

 Grundon, OMH waste collection December 20 248.89 207.41 

 Swift, Photocopier copies Oct 20-Jan 21 62.57 52.14 

 Peopletime, December tax & NI contributions 3255.87  

 Gazprom, OMH Gas Dec 20 571.81 476.51 

 Peopletime, January 21 wages 11724.54  

 EE Ltd, Clerks mobile phone January 21 17.00 14.17 

 Function 28, Monthly website fee Jan 21 12.00 10.00 

 B&CE Holdings, January pension contributions 970.92  

 Opus Energy, OMH Electric Nov-Dec 20 204.18 194.46 

 Wel Medical, Defibrillator parts 309.54 248.00 

 Co-Op Bank, Bank account monthly fee 7.68  

 Many Tears Animal Rescue, Donation-Chairman’s Allowance 30.00  

 Gazprom, OMH Gas Jan 21 290.76 276.91 

 Zoom Communications, Monthly charge 14 Feb - 14 Mar 21 14.39 11.99 

 Amazon, Black table cloth 12.49 10.41 

 Andrew Marsden, Accounts advice 50.00  

 Peopletime, January tax & NI contributions 3318.60  

 Peopletime, February 21 wages 11590.70  

 Grundon, OMH waste collection January 21 109.52 91.27 

 Cathedral Hygiene, OMH feminine hygiene bins (annual) 361.87 301.56 

 Unicom, Phone/broadband Feb 21 84.07 70.06 

 Amazon, Black arm bands 7.98 6.64 

 Amazon, Condolence books 97.83 81.51 

 EE Ltd, Clerks mobile phone February 21 17.00 14.17 

 Function 28, Monthly website fee Feb 21 12.00 10.00 

 Function, Website hosting plug in 78.00 65.00 

 Peopletime, February pension contributions 966.35  

 Seldram Supplies, OMH Cleaning products 65.31 54.43 

 Castle Water, OMH Water Nov 20-May 21 278.58  

 TOTAL 34,770.45  



 

 

 
 

A/c balances as at 4 March 2021 
 
Charity A/c     - £2,571.77  
Community Directplus A/c    - £24,298.41  
Instant Access A/c     - £31,881.47  
Petty Cash      - £195.70  
 
Total Cash in Bank     - £58,947.35  
 
Investments (including Reserves) 
 
CCLA –  Public Sector Deposit Fund  - £40,000 – (Yield to date this FY is £76.75) 
CCLA –  Local Authorities Property Fund   - £60,000 – (Yield to date this FY is £1,705.17) 
 (current LAPF value as at 31 Dec 20 is  

£53,518.13 (up from last quarter by £757.64)) 
 
Total Investments    - £100,000.00 
 
Total Bank and Investments   - £158,947.35 
 
Reserves breakdown as at 31 March 2020 
 
General Reserves    - £83,516 
 
Specific Reserves: 

• FGP Depreciation    - £20,000 

• FGP CiL     - £1,190 

• LR Future Projects   - £1,001 

• LR Allotment deposits   - £700 

• ES Balancing Pond    - £4,960 
 
Total Reserves      - £111,367 
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