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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON TUESDAY 9 NOVEMBER 2021 

 
Present:  Cllr J M Stock (Chairman)  Cllr B Mabbett 
  Cllr S K Dexter (Vice Chairman)  Cllr F D Parnell 
  Cllr R Batstone    Cllr D Parry 
  Cllr E Green    Cllr D Rolfe   
   Cllr A P Harker    Cllr K Rowland 
  Cllr K Jones      
 
In attendance:  County Cllr J Hanna, Ms Julie Mabberley (Wantage and Grove Campaign Group) 
      
Clerk:  Mr G M Mundy 
 
 92 Apologies for absence 

 
  Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Cllrs W R Ackers, T Fraser, J E Nunn-

Price, C McCarthy.  Apologies had also been received from County and District Cllr J 
Hannaby. 
 

 93 Declaration of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in respect of items on the agenda for 
this meeting 
 

  Cllrs S K Dexter and D Parry both declared an interest in item 101 (a) and (b) as they are 
both members of Grove Rugby Club.  Cllr Rolfe declared an interest in item 105 as he is a 
member of Harbug cycling group.  
 

 94 To sign the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 5 October 2021 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting” 
 

 95 Clerk’s summary report from the previous meeting 
 

  (a) Minute 79 – Minutes of the last meeting – Complaint from a Grove Resident regarding 
uncontrolled dogs.  The Clerk informed the Council that he has posted a notice on the 
Council’s Facebook page asking dog walkers to walk their pets on leads whilst on the 
Recreation Ground and Wasbrough Fields. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

 (b) Minute 80(a) – DRAFT Village Plan.  The Clerk informed the Council that he is trying to 
arrange the first meeting of the Village plan working group for the middle of November 
2021 but has yet to receive a reply from all members of the group. 
 

  (c) Minute 83(b) – Replacement Pitch and Pitch Facilities.  The Clerk informed the Council 
that Persimmon Homes will not transfer the car park adjoining the replacement pitch site 
for the reasons stated at the previous meeting. 
 

  (d) Minute 87 – Emergency grant to the Ray Collins Charitable Trust.  The Clerk informed 
the Council that the grant has now been paid. 
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 96 Mr David Johnston OBE MP 
 

  The Chairman informed the Council that due to a wifi issue Mr Johnston would not be joining 
the meeting this evening via Zoom.  She did, however inform the Council that Mr Johnston 
had responded to the questions put to him.  The Clerk was asked to add the questions and 
answers in full in the minutes of this meeting. 
 

  (a) Parish Councillor June Stock asked – What progress has been made regarding 
reopening the railway station in Grove? 
 

   David Johnstons response – I have been pushing this since I was elected by meeting 
with ministers and speaking about it in the House of Commons 
(https://fb.watch/9agp0mqfNm/).  We got it on a list of stations to be considered for 
funding for the first time, but unfortunately heard very recently heard that we were not 
successful this time round – only 13 of the 89 proposals are being taken forward this 
round.  We’ve been given feedback and told of other sources of funding we can apply to 
in the meantime. I will keep going until we’re successful.  
 

  (b) Parish Councillor Stephen Dexter asked – Both Oxfordshire County Council and Vale of 
White Horse District Councils appointed separate consultants and both concluded some 
years ago that savings of over £100m could be made if there was a County Unitary 
Authority. Our County Councillor representatives have told us that the decision is with 
central Government.  When are council tax payers going to see any decision which will 
benefit so many local households? 
 

   David Johnstons response – This is not my understanding of the current position – the 
last time an official suggestion was put to the Government was in 2016.  There were 
conversations between council leaders and Simon Clarke MP (when he was a minister 
at MHCLG) about whether and how local government could be reorganised in 
Oxfordshire, but he left that post in September 2020. I am not aware of any proposal 
being with the Government at the moment – there would need to be agreement between 
the various councils and I understand this has been elusive until now.  
 

  (c) Parish Councillor Richard Ackers asked – Why did you vote to allow more sewage to 
be pumped into our waterways?  
 

   David Johnstons response – I didn’t.  When we were debating the Environment Bill, 
which has a wide range of measures in it to improve water quality (see end for what I 
said to constituents at the time), the hereditary peer, the Duke of Wellington, proposed 
an amendment that would have made our current system of storm overflows illegal, with 
no plan as to how this would be done. 
  
There were 2 main problems with the amendment as the Duke had drafted it:  
 

• The cost of rebuilding our sewage systems to ensure that, in the event of a storm, no 
sewage could be released into the water – this has been estimated at between £150 
billion (more than police, schools and education budgets put together) and £660 
billion (three times the budget of the NHS). Some have said it wouldn’t be this much, 
but they couldn’t say what it would cost. This is because a significant proportion of 
our sewage system is very old and would have to be rebuilt. 
 

• If you can’t release the sewage into the water in the event of a storm, it backs up into 
people’s homes instead, which is understandably considered worse.        
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   Instead, the Government has worked to design a better amendment that will put a legal 
duty on the water companies to progressively reduce the impact of sewage discharges 
on the environment.  
 

   Philip Dunne MP, who has done more work on this issue than most – and whose Sewage 
Inland Waters Bill I was a supporter of – voted against the Government the first time and 
voted with the Government after the new amendment was agreed this week.                                                      
 

  (d) Parish Councillor Anthony Harker (on behalf of the Letcombe Brook Project asked) – 
What consideration does the Government propose in enlarging the Environment Agency 
to enable it to undertake the monitoring and enforcement measures required to minimise 
sewage pollution of UK Watercourses? 
 

   David Johnstons response – It is doing exactly this – giving additional funding to increase 
the number of inspectors of water quality/pollution incidents. 
 

   Reply to constituents regarding the storm overflows amendment 
 

   The most important thing to know about this amendment is that the Government already 
has a plan to tackle storm overflows and this particular amendment – which had no plan 
whatsoever – could have left the public on the hook for between £150 billion and £660 
billion in spending.  That is billion, not million – the lower estimate is more than the police, 
schools and defence budgets put together; the upper estimate is 3 times the budget of 
the NHS.  The reason for this is because our sewerage systems are very old and at the 
moment and you’d have to completely separate them, leading to huge cost and the 
likelihood of significant disruption for homes, businesses and our national infrastructure. 
 

   No government would wave such expenditure through with no plan or impact 
assessment – and you’ll notice if you’ve been following the debate that while the 
opposition parties are keen to make trouble for the Government over this (that’s politics, 
I get that), they’re not actually saying they’d spend that amount either. 
 

   I was a supporter of my colleague, Philip Dunne’s, Inland Waters Bill to try and tackle 
the problem of untreated sewage going into our waters and am a member of the Chalk 
Streams Parliamentary Group so I know how important it is to maintain the quality of our 
waters. But not one of the 650 MPs, whatever their party, wants to see sewage in our 
waters and the allegation that the vote was a vote to permit this is complete nonsense. 
If that had happened, it would be on the front of every newspaper, but instead most of 
the commentary of this is confined to social media instead. 
 

   Storm Overflows 
 

   The Government’s Environment Bill has been amended to incorporate some of the aims 
of Philip Dunne’s Bill. As a result, the Environment Bill now includes: 
 

   • a new duty on Government to produce a statutory plan to reduce discharges from storm 
overflows and their adverse impact, and report to Parliament on progress. 
 

   • a requirement for government to produce a report setting out the actions that would be 
needed to eliminate discharges from storm overflows in England, and the costs and 
benefits of those actions. Both publications are required before 1 September 2022. 
 

   • a new duty directly on water companies and the Environment Agency to publish data 
on storm overflow operation on an annual basis. 
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   • a new duty directly on water companies to publish near real time information on the 
operation of storm overflows. 
 

   • a new duty directly on water companies to monitor the water quality upstream and 
downstream of storm overflows and sewage disposal works. 
 

   • a new duty directly on water companies to produce comprehensive statutory Drainage 
and Sewerage Management Plans, setting out how they will manage and develop their 
drainage and sewerage system over a minimum 25-year planning horizon, including how 
storm overflows will be addressed through these plans. 
 

   • a power of direction for the government to direct water companies in relation to the 
actions in these Drainage and Sewerage Management Plans.  This significant package 
will work hand in hand with the being taken outside the Bill, including: 
 

   • Between 2020 and 2025, water companies will invest £7.1bn on environmental 
improvements in England. Of this, £3.1 billion will be invested in in storm overflow 
improvements specifically. 
 

   • The Government committing to review the case for implementing Schedule 3 to the 
Flood and Water Management Act 2010 in England, which would set mandatory build 
standards for sustainable drainage schemes on new developments, and which many 
have called for. This action has the potential to markedly reduce quantities of water 
unnecessarily entering the sewerage system. 
 

   Water Quality 
 

   On water quality more broadly, the Government is setting targets for, amongst other 
things, reducing pollution from agriculture, wastewater, and abandoned metal mines, 
and reducing water demand. The Environment Bill also: 
 

   • creates a power to update the lists of substances and their respective standards which 
are potentially harmful to surface waters and groundwater. This will ensure regulations 
on water quality are keeping pace with scientific and technical knowledge. 
 

   • reforms elements of abstraction licensing to ensure our rivers can better support 
precious marine life. The Bill enables the environmental regulator to propose the 
variation or revocation of abstraction licences without liability for compensation. And the 
Government is also: 
 

   • planting over 3,000 hectares of new woodlands along England’s rivers and 
watercourses to improve water quality by reducing the runoff of pollutants into rivers. 
 

   • doubling funding for the Catchment Sensitive Farming programme, including additional 
funding for the Environment Agency to significantly increase the number of inspectors 
visiting farmers to reduce diffuse water pollution 
 

   • considering the recommendations of the Chalk Stream Restoration Group it set up 
which has launched its restoration strategy for these precious habitats. 
 

   So, there is very considerable action going on to tackle both storm overflows and 
improve water quality, which is something we all care about – but the action has to be 
well-researched and thought through and not just give the public a huge financial bill that 
could dwarf even what the Government spent on protecting jobs and livelihoods during 
the pandemic (£407 billion), with absolutely no detail on how it will fix the problem, as 
per last week’s amendment. 
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  (e) Parish and District Councillor Ron Batstone asked – In light of the climate emergency 
why is the zero-carbon strategy for new homes not implemented until 2025, we will have 
hundreds of houses built before then? 
 

   David Johnstons response – This issue was central at my pre-COP26 summit for 
Wantage and Didcot constituents.  The new Future Home Standard will require new 
homes to be net zero ready by 2025, with a 75% reduction in the emissions.  In the 
meantime, in 2022 there will be an interim-standards uplift, requiring new homes to be 
on their way to the 2025 standard from 2022.  Existing homes will also be subject to 
higher standards, alongside other commitments e.g. the ban on new gas boilers in new 
homes from 2025, the target of 600,000 heat pumps being installed every year by 2028, 
etc. 
 

   Alongside this I have now taken several ministers (including Kwasi Kwarteng and Zac 
Goldsmith) to see Greencore’s Springfield Meadows development in Southmoor, where 
the homes are now carbon positive, to show what is possible.  I am hoping to take 
Michael Gove, now responsible for the Planning system, there too.  I am also pushing 
for some changes to planning laws so that the environmental quality of homes is higher. 
 

 97 Questions from the public 
 

  The Clerk informed the Council that a question had been received from Mr Eoin Garland 
regarding air quality.   
 

  “I have noticed an increase in wood burning chimneys in Grove.  As an asthma sufferer, 
the smoke causes havoc when out walking in the cold air.  It’s a commonly known fact that 
smoke particles are quite harmful to general public health.  Has the Council carried out an 
air quality survey recently and or considered what an increase in wood burning will do to 
air quality in Grove?” 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

 Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk respond to Mr Garland and inform him 
that the Parish Council has not carried out an Air Quality Assessment in Grove due to the 
costs associated with such an assessment and the Parish Council have no powers to deal 
with the outcome of such a report.  The Clerk is also to inform Mr Garland that the Council 
will contact the Environmental Officer at the District Council on his behalf to ascertain if they 
have carried out an assessment recently. 
 

 98 To receive District and County Councillor reports 
 

  (a) County Cllrs reports.  County Cllr Hanna gave a verbal report.  No written report has 
been received 
 

  (a) District Cllrs reports.  Parish and District Cllr R Batstone gave a verbal report.  A copy of 
his report is attached at Appendix 1.  Parish Cllr B Mabbett also gave a verbal report, no 
written report has been received. 
 

 99 Updates on the Grove Airfield Development and or Crab Hill Development 
  

Forum 
member
s 

 (a) The Clerk informed the Council that the next Grove Development Forum will take place 
on 30 November 2021 at 11am. 
 

 100 Income and Expenditure to-date 
 

  The income and expenditure to-date was noted against the budget for the year. 
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 101 S106 applications by Grove Rugby Football Club 
 

  Parish Councillors Dexter and Parry took part in the discussion but did not vote on the 
Motion. 
 

  The Clerk informed the Council that Grove Rugby Football Club have applied for 2 s106 
grants arising from the Williams Phase 1 development, and in order for those applications to 
be successful require the approval and support of the Parish Council.  Details of the 
applications are set out below: 
 

  (a) Rugby facilities contribution - "means the sum of £6,370 index linked towards the 
provision of new rugby facilities at Grove RFU".  The index linking takes the sum to 
£7,270.86 – for proposed portable floodlights. 
 

  (b) Sports pavilion contribution - "means the sum of £53,176 index linked towards the 
provision of a sports pavilion in the Parish of Grove.  The index linking takes this sum 
up to £62,774.26 – for proposed refurbishment work at the clubhouse. 
 

   Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Batstone SECONDED Cllr Stock and 
RESOLVED unanimously 
 

Clerk   “that the Parish Council approves and supports the applications” 
 

 102 Consideration of the Council’s position of residential development on the Eastern 
side of the A338 
 

  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Parnell SECONDED Cllr Dexter and RESOLVED 
unanimously 
 

  “to oppose any residential development on the Eastern Side of the A338 on the 
grounds of unsustainability” 
 

 103 Chairman’s Communications 
 

  (a) Remembrance Sunday services in Grove.  The Chairman reminded members that the 
Church service will commence at 10am in St Johns Church and the Allied Services 
service will commence at 2.30pm in the Cemetery. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

 (b) Feedback meeting regarding s106 and leisure (hosted by the Vale) and future leisure 
provision in Grove.  Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk send the 
feedback form to all sports clubs in Grove and request that they complete and return to 
the Parish Council.   
 

 
Clerk 

  It was also agreed that once the feedback forms have been completed that a Special 
Full Council meeting is held to discuss a Parish Council response based on the Club’s 
feedback. 
 

 
Clerk 

  The Clerk was also asked to obtain from the District Council the responses from sports 
clubs that they have already received. 
 

  (c) Purchase of new machinery.  The Clerk informed the Council that he had recently 
attended the SALTEX exhibition (Grounds Management Association annual show).   
 

   He said that he had been asked to look at two pieces of machinery by the head 
groundsman as follows: 
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   • Zero Turn ride on mower to replace the Kubota which is now 15 years old, costs 
£16,200 (plus VAT), should be £19,500 (plus VAT).  
 

   • CRX Tri Deck roller mower – allows the operator to cut grass when it is wet without 
leaving residue.  Ideal for wide open spaces such as our expanding sports grounds.  
Costs £21,500 (plus VAT), should be £24,500   

 
   The Clerk said that because he has not received any official quotes for the machines, 

he asked to Council to grant him delegated powers to purchase the machines on the 
proviso that he attends a demonstration and receives proper quotes.  The Clerk added 
that that there are sufficient funds in the Depreciation Reserve budget to cover the costs 
of these machines. 
 

   Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Dexter SECONDED Cllr Parnell and 
RESOLVED unanimously  
 

 
 
Clerk 

  “to grant delegated authority to the Clerk to purchase the Zero turn grasshopper 
mower at a cost of £16,200 (plus VAT) and the CRX Tri Deck mower at a cost of 
£17,500 (plus VAT) subject to the conditions set out above” 
 

 104 Annual Christmas tree carol service 
 

  The Clerk informed the Council that this year’s annual Christmas Tree carol service will take 
place on Thursday 16 December 2021 commencing at 7pm. 
 

  He added that the Wantage Silver Band will provide the music and the service will be led by 
Reverend John Durant. 
 

  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Mabbett SECONDED Cllr Stock and RESOLVED 
unanimously  
 

  “that the Christmas Tree carol service collection for 2021 will be donated to The Ray 
Collins Charitable Trust” 
 

 105 Icknield Greenway cycle route from Wantage to Harwell Campus 
 

  Cllr Rolfe explained that the Icknield Greenway cycle route is not yet completed and those 
parts of the route that have supposedly been completed are not up to standard.  He added 
that the HARBUG cycle group will be discussing with Oxfordshire County Council the ways 
and means to complete this route. 
 

  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Green SECONDED Cllr Stock and RESOLVED 
unanimously 
 

 
Rolfe 

 “that Cllr Rolfe is to represent the Parish Council is discussions with Oxfordshire 
County Council and HARBUG with a view to resolving the issue on this cycle route” 
 

 106 Outside body reports 
 

  The following outside body reports were received and noted: 
 

  • Wantage West Neighbourhood Action Group minutes dated 22 September 2021 

• Wantage and Grove Street Pastors report for August and September 2021 
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Meeting closed:  8.55pm 
 
 
Confirmed:  14 December 2021          
        Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 107 Planning application P21/V2959/RM 
 

  Development work at the following location: Former Airfield West of Grove to the West of 
Newlands Drive Land North of Denchworth Road Grove.  The application is for: Reserved 
Matters approval for the construction of a single storey (2 form entry) primary school with 
nursery, and associated landscaping, hard and soft play spaces and car and cycle parking 
provision. The outline application was an environmental impact assessment application and 
an environmental impact assessment was submitted as part of the application. 
 

Clerk  Following a discussion, it was agreed that there were no objections to this application. 
 

 108 Accounts for payment since the last meeting 
 

  It was MOVED Cllr Rolfe SECONDED Cllr Dexter and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the accounts for payment of £50,263.63 are adopted” 
 

 109 Confidential matters 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and AGREED in accordance with Section 1 of the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended by Section 100 of the Local 
Government Act 1972 
 

  “that the press and public be excluded from the meeting to permit the Council to 
consider the confidential items” 
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District Councillor report 9 November 2021 
 
Ethical Standards Training 
 
I recommend this course run by district.  On tonight and repeated on Thursday 18th. 
November. 
 
Budget 2021 / 2022 
 
Money still very tight.  We have written to Government asking for a sensible funding 
plan. 
 
Full Council 6 October 2021 
 
It happened.  Plans going ahead for new council headquarters at Didcot Parkway. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
R Batstone 
District Councillor for Grove North Ward 
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Appendix 2 
 

FULL COUNCIL MEETING 9 NOVEMBER 2021 
Accounts for Payment from 1 October – 4 November 2021 

Environmental Services Incl VAT Ex VAT  

 Earth Anchors, Dog bin retainers x 35 358.74 280.00 

 Shield Maintenance Ltd, Dog bin service Sep 21 69.60 58.00 

 Grundon Waste, Bin service Tractor Shed Sep 21 217.51 181.26 

 TOTAL 645.85  

 

 

Leisure & Recreation Committee Incl VAT  Ex VAT  

 TVE, Pole pruner 217.99 181.66 

 UK Fuels, Unleaded 37.68 31.40 

 LJ & CA Cannings, Tractor flails/various parts 1745.79 1454.82 

 TVE, Grinder & disks 114.77 95.64 

 Wantage Builders Merchants, Maintenance materials 18.28 15.23 

 TVE, PPE 39.60 33.00 

 Fortress Alarms, CCTV System @ Tractor Shed 534.00 445.00 

 LJ & CA Cannings, Maintenance materials 486.20 405.15 

 Farol Ltd, Kombi engine x 2 733.90 611.58 

 Castle Water, Tractor Shed Electric Aug 21-Jan 22 72.14  

 Cherwell Doors, Shutter door for Tractor Shed 6432.00 5360.00 

 Falcon Signs, Signs for play park @ Grove Meadows 346.55 288.79 

 Certas Energy, Diesel 990 litres 1645.38 1371.15 

 Farol Ltd, Mower (Cobra) x 2 828.00 690.00 

  TOTAL 13252.28  

 

Chairman  (Original signed)    TOTAL EXPENDITURE £50,263.63 
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Finance and General Purposes Committee Incl VAT  Ex VAT  

 WH Smith, SD Card for audio recorder 18.99 15.83 

 Paul Smith, OMH Window cleaning Oct 21 50.00  

 West Berks & Oxon Training, Chainsaw Course P Wilson G 
Ridge 

588.00 490.00 

 Grenke, Photocopier quarterly fee 207.65 173.04 

 Peopletime, Payroll/HMRC Jul-Sep 21 517.20 431.00 

 Parish Online, Oct 21-Oct 22 360.00 300.00 

 Grove Computer Services, PC repair work 280.00  

 Lyreco, Stationery 66.88 55.73 

 The Poppy Shop, Poppy Wreath 50.00  

 Gear4music, Microphones/tripod 41.47 31.65 

 Co-Op Bank, Bank account monthly fee 7.68  

 Zoom Video Communications, Monthly charge 14 Oct - 14 Nov 21 14.39 11.99 

 Seldram Supplies, OMH/GPC Cleaning supplies 74.54 62.12 

 Grove Computer Services, PC repair work 175.00  

 Seldram Supplies, OMH Cleaning supplies 139.58  

 Gallagher ltd, Council insurance 10/21-9/22 13078.20  

 EE, Clerks mobile phone 17.21 14.34 

 Amazon, first aid supplies 11.38 9.40 

 Peopletime, October pension contributions 844.60  

 Peopletime, October wages 11824.74  

 Unicom, Broadband/landline October 21 85.22 71.02 

 The Ray Collins Trust, Grant 3000.00  

 Grundon Waste, Bin service OMH Sep 21 113.75 94.79 

 Swift Digital, Environmental levy photocopier 6.00 5.00 

 Swift Digital, Photocopier copies, Jul-Oct 21 117.37 97.81 

 Grove Computer Services, PC repair work 175.00  

 PPL PRS, OMH Music licence 1078.57 862.86 

 Peopletime, September tax/NI contributions 3422.08  

 TOTAL 36365.50  
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A/c balances as at 4 November 2021 
 
Charity A/c     - £2,637.30  
Community Directplus A/c    - £21,603.98  
Instant Access A/c     - £115,912.04  
Petty Cash      - £27.30  
 
Total Cash in Bank     - £140,180.62  
 
Investments (including Reserves) 
 
CCLA –  Public Sector Deposit Fund  - £40,000 – (Yield to date this FY is £6.99) 
CCLA –  Local Authorities Property Fund   - £60,000 – (Yield to date this FY is £1,589.10) 
 (current LAPF value as at 30 Sep 21 is  

£58,471.58.  Increase of £1,939.69  
 
Total Investments    - £100,000.00 
 
Total Bank and Investments   - £240,180.62 
 
Reserves breakdown as at 31 March 2021 
 
General Reserves    - £21,561 
 
Specific Reserves: 

• FGP Depreciation    - £41,128 

• FGP CiL     - £1,190 

• LR Future Projects   - £1,001 

• LR Allotment deposits   - £700 

• ES Balancing Pond    - £4,960 
 
Total Reserves      - £70,540 
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