
 
GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON TUESDAY 18 JANUARY 2022 

 
Present:  Cllr J M Stock (Chairman)  Cllr K Jones 
  Cllr S K Dexter (Vice Chairman)  Cllr F D Parnell 
  Cllr W R Ackers    Cllr D Rolfe 
  Cllr R Batstone    Cllr K Rowland 
  Cllr T Fraser 
 
Clerk:  Mr G M Mundy 
 
 1 Apologies for absence 

 
  Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Cllrs E Green, A P Harker and C 

McCarthy.  Belated apologies have been received from Cllr B Mabbett. 
 

 2 Declaration of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in respect of items on the agenda for 
this meeting 
 

  Cllr Dexter declared an interest in item 3 as he is a paid-up member of Grove Rugby 
Football Club.  Cllr Rowland declared an interest in item 3 as she is a member of Grove 
Challengers FC committee. 
 

 3 Discuss and formulate a response to the Vale of White Horse District Council’s 
consultation on Leisure needs in the area 
 

  Following a discussion, the following response is to be sent in response to the District 
Council’s consultation on leisure needs in the area: 
 

  (a) New Sports Hall.  Prior to the signing of the s106 agreement for the Grove Airfield 
Development, the Parish Council was informed that the developers would provide a 
sports hall (to be used by the whole community for badminton, basketball, 5 a side 
football etc). 

 
   Discussions were held whereby the District Council agreed with the developers (and 

reluctantly agreed by the Parish Council) that a small sports hall was not required and 
that the District Council would seek contributions for a new Sports and Leisure Centre 
to be located to the North of the Mably Way Health Centre on land owned by the 
District Council.   
 

   Following the District Council elections, the new administration agreed that there was 
a significant financial shortfall in funding the new Sports and Leisure Centre in Grove 
and cancelled the project. 
   

   In the mean-time a total of £3,474,384.80 s106 monies has been received or agreed 
from developers in the vicinity alone for the now defunct Sports and Leisure 
Centre.  The sum received or agreed towards a new Sports Hall totals 
£2,778,654.30.   
 

   The Parish Council is very aggrieved that some of this money could be spent on other 
Leisure Project around the Vale and not necessarily in Grove.  The Parish Council 
insist that this money is spent in Grove on a new sports hall to be either located 
behind the Mably Way Health Centre or on the Development Site or co-located with 
the new Secondary School. 
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  (b) Floodlit 4 G football/training pitch.  The Parish Council have calculated that there is 
around £339,935.00 available or agreed by developers from s106 monies which was 
‘earmarked’ for a new ATP at the now defunct Sports and Leisure Centre.   
 

   Grove Challengers FC (the end users of the Grove Airfield Development sports 
pitches) have informed the Parish Council that it would like to see a Floodlit 4G pitch 
in lieu of one of the grass pitches.  Both Rugby and Football clubs are currently taking 
their teams and travelling out of area to train. 
  

  (c) Footpath/Cycling infrastructure.  There needs to be better footpath and cycling 
connectivity between development sites and linking into the Sports and Recreation 
Areas in Grove.  It is all a bit piece meal at the moment. 
 

  (d) Outdoor Gym/fitness trail.  An outdoor Gym/Fitness trail needs to be established on 
or around the Public Open Spaces in Grove, especially the Community Park (Grove 
Airfield Development).   S106 monies are available or have been agreed by 
developers contributing funds for gym equipment for the now defunct Sports and 
Leisure Centre. 
 

  (e) Transfer of POS owned by the District Council to the Parish Council.  The District 
Council is very reluctant to transfer it’s POS at Mably Way and Westbrook to the 
Parish Council.   With the funds available through s106, the Parish Council would like 
to develop these areas for sports and leisure and extend existing facilities on these 
parcels of land. 
 

  (f) Tennis facilities.  The Parish Council would like to develop some of the land (once 
transferred) for a ‘pay as you play’ tennis facility.   
 

   There is currently £524,326.38 available or agreed by developers for tennis facilities 
in Grove or within the vicinity. 
 

  (g) Skate Park.  The parish council would like to see a new skatepark to the North of the 
parish within the Monks Farm development.   
 

   The existing skatepark (owned by the Parish Council) is over 30 years old and is 
located on land which is leased by the Parish Council from a local land 
owner.  Despite repeated requests the land owner is reluctant to allow the parish 
council to develop the existing skatepark or to purchase the land. 
 

  (h) Cricket.  There is over £30k available now in s106 contributions for the Grove and 
Wantage area, why isn’t the District Council writing to our local Cricket Clubs or are 
they relying on Town and Parish Council’s to do this. 
 

  The process for accessing s106 contributions for sports and leisure is very long winded 
and very bureaucratic.  Grove Parish Council has had several applications that have taken 
nearly a year to complete and process.  This is unacceptable and the whole process needs 
to be streamlined. 
 

  The Parish Council fully supports all of its sports clubs and sports clubs from further afield 
who provide much needed sports and recreation for the population of Grove.  The projects 
outlined above are all affordable and achievable due to s106 monies received by the 
District Council and or agreed by developers. 
 


