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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON TUESDAY 5 APRIL 2022 

 
Present: Cllr J M Stock (Chairman)  Cllr T Fraser   Cllr B Mabbett 
 Cllr S K Dexter (Vice Chairman) Cllr E Green   Cllr C McCarthy 
 Cllr W R Ackers    Cllr A P Harker    Cllr D Parry 
 Cllr R Batstone   Cllr K Jones   Cllr D Rolfe 
          Cllr K Rowland 
 
In attendance: Three members of the public   
 
Clerk: Mr G M Mundy        
 
 194 Apologies for absence 

 
  Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Cllrs F D Parnell. 

 
 195 Declaration of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in respect of items on the agenda for 

this meeting 
 

  No declarations were given at this time.  
 

 196 To sign the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 8 March 2022 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting” 
 

 197 To sign the minutes of the Special Full Council meeting held on 22 March 2022 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting” 
 

 198 Clerk’s summary report from the previous meeting 
 

  From the Full Council meeting held on 8 March 2022 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 

 (a) Minute 176(a) – Concerning the Oak Trees planted on Kingcup Green.  The Clerk 
informed the Council that the Working Group met on Zoom recently and have asked the 
District Council’s and the County Council’s tree officers for their advice.  The Clerk added 
that as soon as this advice is received, he will share with the Working Group.   
 

 
 
Clerk 

 (b) Minute 176(d) – Village Plan Working Group.  The Clerk informed the Council that he is 
trying to arrange this meeting in the first two weeks of April and will inform members 
once all responses have been received. 

 
 
Clerk 

 (c) Minute 154(d) – No Fishing policy.  The Clerk informed the Council that he is still waiting 
for the Letcombe Brook Project Officer to come up with the ‘No Fishing Policy’. 

 
  (d) Minute 179(a) – Update regarding the Grove Airfield Development Forum meeting held 

on 2 March 2022.  The Clerk informed the Council that he has spoken to the 
Development Director regarding the gaps in the post and rail fence along the realigned 
Denchworth Road and has been advised that these ‘gaps’ have now been fenced. 
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  (e) Minute 180 – CiL payments.  The Clerk informed the Council that he has informed the 
District Council of this Council’s decision. 
 

  (f) Minute 182 – Statement of Support for the Solar Streets initiative.  The Clerk informed 
the Council that he has sent Sustainable Wantage the Council’s statement of support. 
 

  (g) Minute 183 – Water Resource South East Consultation.  The Clerk informed the Council 
that he has submitted the Council’s response to the consultation. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

 (h) Minute 194 – Regular Hirer charges for Old Mill Hall.  The Clerk informed the Council 
that he will write to all regular hirers in the coming weeks regarding the Council’s 
decision. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

 (i) Minute 188 – Parish Councillor resignations.  The Clerk informed the Council that the 
two vacancies do not need to be filled by an election and therefore that Council will co-
opt both vacancies at the Annual Council meeting to be held on Tuesday 3 May 2022. 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 

 (j) Minute 190(a) – Leisure meeting with Wantage Town Council.  The Clerk informed the 
Council that he has written to Wantage Town Council requesting a meeting on Thursday 
5 May 2022 at 7.30pm in Old Mill Hall.  He added though, that he has not has 
confirmation yet from Wantage Town Council. 
 

  (k) Minute 190(b) – Council’s gas supply for Old Mill Hall.  The Clerk informed the Council 
that he has been informed by GazProm that the Council is unable to end the contract for 
gas supply early due to a clause in the terms and conditions which was signed by the 
Clerk when the contract was taken up 
 

  From the Special Full Council meeting held on 22 March 2022 
 

  (l) Minute 3 – P22/V0550/O.  The Clerk informed the Council that he has notified the 
Planning Authority of the Council’s decision. 
 

 199 Questions from Public 
 

  Mr Damien O’Brien asked regarding the Williams F1 fencing application and was 
disappointed that they did not offer the local community the opportunity to engage with them.  
He said that he also noticed that there were no observations from the Parish Council. 
 

  Mr O’Brien said that he wanted to understand the process of how the Parish Council 
engaged in making those decisions and the impact it had in making nil or zero observations.  
 

  The Chairman responded and said what normally happens (prior to the Covid-19 pandemic) 
is that there is a Planning Committee which would normally discuss planning applications, 
and as such are invited to make comments but do not determine planning applications, this 
is left for the planning authority which in this case is the Vale of White Horse District Council. 
 

  Cllr Mabbett also responded and said that the Parish Council is a Statutory Consultee on all 
planning applications, these are noted by the developer, then it is down to the Planning 
Authority (Vale of White Horse District Council) to make the decision that the planning 
application has complied with the planning law.  There really is not a lot the Parish Council 
can do apart from asking its District Councillors to call a plan in to ensure that it goes to the 
full planning committee.   
  

  The Clerk responded and said that because it is not considered as a major planning 
application it was discussed under delegated authority with the Chairman and Vice Chairman 
of the Planning Committee in consultation with the Clerk.   
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  Cllr Dexter added that there are only certain things that the Parish Council can object to and 
they are laid down in the documentation that the Parish Council receives with the Planning 
Application. 
 

  Cllr Batstone suggested that anybody can place an objection on a planning application and 
also suggested to get as many residents to object which will raise the profile of the planning 
application.   
 

  Cllr Rolfe said that there are many applications that the Parish deal with and sometimes 
things may be missed.  He added that if residents feel that there is anything that may have 
been missed bring it to the attention of the Clerk to the Council. 
 

  Mr Jason Brown added that after seeing the Parish Council putting in a No Objection 
response, I think the Parish Council need to think about how their responses are worded.   
  

 200 To receive County and District Councillor reports 
 

  (a) No County Councillors were present.  Parish and District Cllr R Batstone and Parish and 
District Cllr B Mabbett both gave verbal reports on District Council matters.  No written 
reports have been provided.  
 

 201 Updates on the Grove Airfield Development and or Crab Hill Development 
  

  Cllr Dexter said that he should have raised this issue under the questions from the public 
regarding the Williams F1 planning application issue and wanted to clarify that all of Public 
Open Spaces on the Grove Airfield Development will be managed by Grove Parish Council 
because he noted in the observations in the previous planning that that is all subject to the 
management company Warwick Estates and that is the only part of Grove that is managed 
by a management company as opposed to Grove Parish Council.   
 

  Cllr Dexter said that he only wanted to raise this because in effect the residents of the 
Williams development are paying Council tax to the parish and paying management 
company fees.  Mr O’Brien said that hopefully that will change. 
  

 202 Meeting timetable for the 2022/23 municipal year 
 

  Following a discussion, it was agreed to adopt the timetable of meetings as prepared by the 
Clerk. 
 

 203 Request from Mike Hissey to hold an event on the Recreation Ground on either 18 
June or 23 July 2022 
  

  The Clerk informed the Council that he had received a request from a Mr Mike Hissey to 
hold an American Muscle Car and Bike event on the Recreation Ground on either 18 June 
or 23 July 2022 from 10am to 5pm.   
  

  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr McCarthy SECONDED Cllr Rowland and 
RESOLVED 12 in favour and one abstention  
 

 
Clerk 

 “that this event is agreed in principle and is be held on 23 July 2022, subject to the 
following conditions” 
 

  • Subject to the weather conditions (the Clerk will inspect the grounds no later than 
two days before the event is due to be held 

• A ‘run plan’ of the event is forwarded to the Clerk prior to the event taking place 

• Public Liability Insurance is in place 4 weeks prior to the event taking place 

• Additional toilets are booked 4 weeks in advance of the event taking place  
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204 Complaints from a residents of Farmstead Close regarding the music nights being 
held in Old Mill Hall 
  

  The Clerk informed the Council that he has received two complaints regarding the noise 
emanating from Old Mill Hall during hirings in Old Mill Hall. 
 

  The Clerk read out one of the complaints from a resident of Farmstead Close.   
 

  The Clerk said that he had asked the organisers of the music nights to carryout decibel 
readings during the evenings and specifically when the bands were playing.  The following 
readings were taken: 
 

  • 12 March 2022 
  

  - Inside Old Mill Hall was 97.5dbA 
- By the bin store was 48.3dbA 
- By the dog waste bin (between OMH and Farmstead Close) was 58.6dbA  

 
  • 19 March 2022 

 
  - Inside Old Mill Hall was 94.4dbA 

- By the bin store was 47.4dbA 
- By the dog waste bin (between OMH and Farmstead Close) was 57.2dbA 

 
  The Clerk added that to put this into perspective a normal conversation is anywhere between 

60 – 70dbA and the average ambient noise around Old Mill Hall is 45 – 55dbA at that time 
of night. 
 

  The Clerk added that the rear fire exits remain closed during the performances and the main 
entrance is only opened on an alternate door basis.  The Clerk further added that because 
of subsequent lockdowns some events planned for last year were rescheduled for earlier in 
the year. 
 

  A discussion ensued whereby it was agreed that in future, any complainants are directed to 
the Environmental Health Officer at the District Council in order for complaints to be 
registered with them. 
 

 205 Request to plant a memorial tree on or near the Village Green 
 

  The Clerk informed the Council that he had received a request from a Grove resident to plant 
a memorial tree in memory of her late son who passed away recently. 
 

  Following a discussion, it was agreed that 6 members were against planting a tree on or 
near the Village Green, 3 members were in favour and there were 4 abstentions. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

 It was also agreed that this matter is further discussed at the first proper Full Council meeting 
to be held on 14 June 2022.  The Clerk was asked to find out what type of tree and the 
reason why the Village Green has been chosen as the location. 
  

 206 Clerks report on Council business since the last meeting 
 

  The Clerk said that under the Old Mill Hall paragraph, the hire fee with a 25% discount for 
regular hirers will mean that those groups with a current discount greater than 25% will be 
disadvantaged when this comes in to force in April 2023 and is concerned that these groups 
will fold.   
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  He added that these groups are being considered along the same lines as commercial 
ventures such as slimming world etc.  He said that a fairer way of approaching this would be 
to apply a 25% discount for commercial groups and a 50% discount for sports and social 
groups. 
 

  Cllr Mabbett said that he understands the concern but said what would happen when the 
hall gets a commercial group that is a sports group as well.  He said he would prefer to keep 
the policy of a 25% discount for regular hirers and get them to apply for grant funding to 
cover the cost the room hire. 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 

 Following a further discussion, it was agreed that when the 25% discount was previously 
discussed, it was suggested then, that regular hirers who are disadvantaged by this change 
should be encouraged to apply for grant funding and would be looked on favourably. 
 

 207 Request from Mr David Cotterill to purchase a parcel of land that forms the Village 
Hall allotment gardens  
 

  The Clerk informed the Council that the Village Hall allotment gardens are provided under 
Statutory provision and therefore, if the Council were willing to sell, would have to first obtain 
the permission of the Secretary of State for the Environment.  
 

  He added that because there is a waiting list on all allotment sites, that the Council should 
refuse this request. 
  

  Following a further discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Mabbett SECONDED Cllr Parry and 
RESOLVED unanimously  
 

Clerk  “to inform Mr Cotterill that his request is refused at this time”  
 

 208 Income and Expenditure to-date 
 

  Cllr Rolfe asked why the Grounds maintenance had exceeded its budget.  The Clerk 
responded and said that this was because of the new machinery purchased during the year.  
The Clerk added that the monies used to purchase the new machinery will be taken from 
Specific Reserves at the year end.  He added that because of the three break in’s last year, 
the Council has had to purchase new equipment which was over and above the budget.  
 

  The income and expenditure to-date, was noted against the budget. 
 

 209 Internal Parish Councillor responsibilities 
 

 
Clerk 
 

 Following a discussion, it was agreed to allocate the responsibilities at the Annual Council 
meeting. 

 210 Planning decisions taken by the Planning Authority since 11 January 2022 
 

  The following planning applications were approved by the Vale of White Horse District 
Council: 
  

  P21/V2416/FUL                                          P21/V3399/HH 
P21/V3072/LB                                            P21/V3070/HH 
P21/V3153/HH                                           P22/V0233/T28 
P21/V3473/LB                                            P21/V3472/HH 
P21/V2550/FUL                                         P21/V1096/FUL 
P21/V3089/HH 
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Meeting closed:  8.55pm 
 
 
Confirmed:  3 May 2022           
        Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 211 Chairman’s Communications 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 

 (a) s106 funding agreement for the maintenance of the Grove Meadows Public open Space 
(PoS).  The Clerk informed the Council that in order to secure the s106 funding for the 
future maintenance of the Grove Meadows PoS, the Council needed to pass a resolution 
authorising two members to sign the funding agreement and witnessed by the Clerk. 
 

   Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Dexter SECONDED Cllr Stock that the 
Chairman and Vice Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

Clerk   “sign the s106 funding agreement on behalf of the Parish Council” 
 

 212 Reports from Outside Bodies 
 

  The report from the Vale Community Impact AGM held on 3 February 2022 was noted. 
 

 213 Accounts for payment since the last meeting 
 

  It was MOVED Cllr Ackers SECONDED Cllr Fraser and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the accounts for payment of £23,748.43 are adopted” 
 

 214 Confidential matters 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and AGREED in accordance with Section 1 of the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended by Section 100 of the Local 
Government Act 1972 
 

  “that the press and public be excluded from the meeting to permit the Council to 
consider the confidential items” 
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FULL COUNCIL MEETING 5 APRIL 2022 
Accounts for Payment from 4 March – 31 March April 2022 

 
 
 
 

Environmental Services Incl VAT Ex VAT  

 Grundon Waste, Bin service Tractor Shed Feb 22 139.15 115.96 

 Shield Maintenance, Dog bin service Mar 22 312.00 260.00 

 TOTAL 451.15  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leisure & Recreation Committee Incl VAT  Ex VAT  

 Rowland Brothers, Oak tree plaque 310.56 258.80 

 Grundon, Bin waste transfer charge 6.56 5.47 

 Wantage Builders Merchants, Cistern float 10.59 8.82 

 LJ & CA Cannings, Maintenance materials 240.67 200.56 

 LJ & CA Cannings, Pressure washer  2938.49 2448.74 

 Savills UK, Wasbrough Field Rent Mar-Jun 22 492.00  

  TOTAL 3998.87  

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman       TOTAL EXPENDITURE £23,748.43 
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Finance and General Purposes Committee Incl VAT  Ex VAT  

 Grundon, OMH Waste transfer charge 6.56 5.47 

 Rialtas, Omega annual support/licence  312.00 260.00 

 Paul Chapman, OMH Windows cleaned March 22 60.00  

 Co-Op Bank, Bank Fees 6.98  

 London Hearts, Defibrillator for OMH 857.00  

 Grundon Waste, Bin service OMH Feb 21 279.84 233.20 

 Catle Water, OMH Water 567.06  

 Zoom, Monthly video calling 14.39 11.99 

 Post Office, Stamps 85.00  

 Petty Cash 200.00  

 Royal Images, Condolence photo 93.60 78.00 

 Peopletime, Wages March 22 13085.69  

 Function 28, Monthly website fee 12.00 10.00 

 Seldram Supplies, OMH Cleaning materials 153.44 127.86 

 OALC, Annual Membership 1626.76 1355.84 

 Vale Academy Trust, School Car park contribution 21-22 1888.20 1573.50 

 Cleverbridge, Bullguard internet security 49.99  

 TOTAL 19298.51  



[Type here] 

 

 

 
A/c balances as at 31 March 2022 
 
Charity A/c     - £2,703.15 
Community Directplus A/c    - £7,381.48  
Instant Access A/c     - £10,912.04  
Petty Cash      - £220.89  
 
Total Cash in Bank     - £21,217.56  
 
Investments (including Reserves) 
 
CCLA –  Public Sector Deposit Fund  - £40,000 – (Yield to date this FY is £26.38) 
CCLA –  Local Authorities Property Fund   - £60,000 – (Yield to date this FY is £2,124.09) 
 current LAPF value as at 31 Dec 21 is  

£61,420.19.  Increase of £2,948.61  
 
Total Investments    - £100,000.00 
 
Total Bank and Investments   - £121,217.56 
 
Reserves breakdown as at 31 March 2022 
 
General Reserves    - £21,561 
 
Specific Reserves: 

• FGP Depreciation    - £28,103 

• FGP CiL     - £1,190 

• LR Future Projects   - £1,001 

• LR Allotment deposits   - £675 

• ES Balancing Pond    - £3,420 
 
Total Specific Reserves    - £34,389 
 
Total Reserves     - £55,950 
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